Volume 67, No. 308 ©SS 2009 J 


Saturday, Febuary 21, 2009 


VOj:q4»t9l » IIIWU*OM'-rl2’CMIuM’ 

TKlMin: 


500 


Iwakuni 
Marine 
killed in 
bombing 

By Travis J. Tritten 

Stars and Stripes 

A Marine based in Iwakuni, 
Japan, was killed Feb. 14 while 
deployed in Afghanistan, 
the Department of Defense 
announced this week. 

Staff Sgt. Daniel L. Hansen, 
24, of Tracy, Calif., died while 
supporting combat operations in 
Farah province, according to the 
DOD. He was assigned to Marine 
Wing Support Squadron 171 with 
the III Marine Expeditionary 
Force, which is based at Marine 
Corps Air Station Iwakuni in 
western Japan. 

Hansen was part of an explo¬ 
sive ordnance disposal team. His 
family said the Marine was killed 
by a roadside bomb, according to 
his hometown newspaper. 

The Marine Corps posthu¬ 
mously promoted Hansen to staff 
sergeant, base spokesman Maj. 
Guillermo Canedo said. 

“He was always willing to 
learn, and I tried to teach him 
all I could,” said Staff Sgt. Aron 
Cheatham, who is on the same 
EOD team with MWSS 171 at 
Iwakuni. “I never had a problem 
with giving him a task.... He was 
a good tech.” 

SEE HANSEN ON PAGE 2 



Joseph MARiANELLi/Courtesy of the U.S. 

Marine Corps 

Staff Sgt. Daniel Hansen trains 
for explosive ordnance disposal 
during an exercise in Australia 
in August. Hansen was killed 
on Feb. 14 while deployed to 
western Afghanistan. 
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A MOMENT THAT 

CHANGED 

EVERYTHING 


By Nancy Montgomery 

Stars and Stripes 

In the video, you can just 
barely make it out through 
the haze. It was a small 
blue truck, sitting outside 
Patrol Base Bushmaster 
for a half-hour or more. 

Another vehicle pulled 
up, and a passenger inside 
the truck slid out, got into 
the second car and drove 
away. 

Just then, 1st Sgt. Rick 
Haddad ordered Staff 
Sgt. Tyler Pickett to open 
the gate to let some Iraqis 
leave. The blue truck start¬ 
ed to move and then sped 
up as it neared the gate. 

Everybody knew what 
was going to happen. 

“By the time anybody 
saw it, all they had time 
to do was run,” said Sgt. 
David Johnson, who took a 
break from a law career to 
see combat. Johnson was a 
key player in the unit and 
has watched the video nu¬ 
merous times. 

The truck, carrying a 
2,000-pound ammonium 
nitrate bomb, hit the gate 
and exploded. It was June 
8, at 1:51 p.m. 

The bomb killed Pick¬ 
ett, a husband and father 
of two, who was supposed 
to be home on leave. It 
ripped open Haddad’s left 
side and left the three- 
time Bronze Star recipient 
permanently disabled. It 
wounded nearly 20 other 
soldiers of Company B — 
nearly a third of those on 
the base — including one 
young Ranger who wasn’t 
even evacuated at first; he 
shook constantly and has 
never returned to the unit. 

“As it blasted, it blew off 
all the doors of our [con¬ 
tainerized housing units], 
pretty much destroyed 
everything,” said 1st Lt. 
Justin Burgess. “It was so 
loud, everybody’s hearing 
was [screwed] up. There 
was dust everywhere you 
could see. 


SEE BOMB ON PAGE 6 
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QUOTE 

OF THE DAY 

"I cannot make them breed, 
because the mother rabbits kill 
and eat their babies right after 
the babies are born. It is all 
because of the piercing noises 
from U.S. aircrafts/ 

—Lee Ho-kyung, 
South Korean farmer who blames 
the deaths of thousands of his 
rabbits on noise from Air Force jets 

See story on Page 3 
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Expanding air service at Iwakuni 

Japanese commercial flights could touch down at air station in 2012 



Travis J. TRiTTEN/Stars and Stripes 


About 250 Japanese travelers board a rare commercial flight on Oct. 
1, 2007, from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, to Hawaii. 
Japanese commercial airlines could begin service at the air station 
by 2012, the Japanese government said this week. 


By Travis J. Tritten 

AND CHIYOMI SUMIDA 

Stars and Stripes 

Japanese commercial airlines 
could begin service at Marine 
Corps Air Station Iwakuni by 
2012, the Japan Ministry of Land 
Infrastructure and Transport 
said this week. 

A new commercial runway is 
to be built after the U.S. mili¬ 
tary completes its runway expan¬ 
sion project at the air station, an 
official with the ministry’s Civil 
Aviation Bureau said. 

The move could increase the 
options for traveling service- 
members, who often must com¬ 
mute to Hiroshima, Fukuoka or 
other far-off airports to catch 
commercial flights. The military- 
run Patriot Express will begin 
serving Iwakuni again in April 
but stops are limited to mainland 
Japan, Okinawa and Seattle. As 
of now, that service is guaranteed 
only through September. 

In Iwakuni city, officials 
rejoiced at the news this week 
after working with the local pre¬ 
fecture government for years 
to gain air service in the area. 
Demand for the service is expect¬ 
ed to be high. 

“According to our estimate, 
about 430,000 people will use the 
airport in a year,” city spokesman 
Taketo Mochizuki said. “The con¬ 
venient location of the airport, 
which is only about five minutes 
away from Iwakuni JR Station, is 
also a great advantage.” 


He said that four round trips, 
a total of eight flights, to and 
from Tokyo’s Haneda Airport by 
All Nippon Airways are being 
considered. 

“It’s been an aspiration for a lot 
of the folks here in the local com¬ 
munity to resume [commercial] 
flights from MCAS Iwakuni,” said 
Maj. Guillermo Canedo, a spokes¬ 
man for the air station. “This will 
simplify travel significantly.” 

The air station’s $2.4 billion mil¬ 
itary runway project, which was 
started in 1997, is to be completed 
by March 2011 and Iwakuni city 
and Yamaguchi Prefecture have 
requested commercial service by 
2012, said a spokesman for the 
Ministry of Defense. 


“We will make our utmost 
effort to meet their expectation,” 
the spokesman said. “The time¬ 
line, however, is not yet negoti¬ 
ated with the U.S. military.” 

The military runway project 
has been delayed repeatedly over 
the years. In August, the Ministry 
of Defense pushed back the pro¬ 
jected completion date to 2010, 
two years later than expected, 
due to bid-rigging allegations in 
the Iwakuni city government. 

The 2011 date released this 
week is a further delay of the 
runway project. 

Meanwhile, the logistic con¬ 
cerns of sponsoring commercial 
flights from a military instal¬ 
lation, which include traffic, 


baggage checks, civilian access 
and parking, also have yet to be 
worked out, according to the air 
station and the Japanese Ministry 
of Defense. 

Canedo said both sides are dis¬ 
cussing the issues. A ministry 
spokesman said a discussion on 
coordination, such as hours in 
which the airlines will operate 
and joint use of the land, is under 
way with the U.S. military. 

The air station hosted commer¬ 
cial flights in the 1950s and 1960s 
and the arrangement would not 
be unique. 

At Misawa Air Base in north¬ 
ern Japan, U.S. Air Force and 
Navy aircraft share a runway 
with Japan’s Air Self-Defense 
Force and a small adjacent com¬ 
mercial airport. Kunsan Air Base 
in South Korea has a similar 
arrangement. 

The United States and Japan in 
2005 agreed to a resumption of 
commercial service at Iwakuni 
as part of the plan to realign U.S. 
military forces. 

“Commercial aviation opera¬ 
tions of four round trips per day 
would be allowed as long as such 
operations do not compromise 
U.S. military operational require¬ 
ments,” according to the realign¬ 
ment road map. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Hana 
Kusumoto 

contributed to this story. 

E-mail Travis J. Tritten at: 
trittent@pstripes.osd.mil 
E-mail Chiyomi Sumida at: 
sumidac@pstripes.osd.mil 


Hansen: Fallen Marine had ‘really shined’ in Afghanistan 
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HANSEN, FROM PAGE 1 

Cheatham said Hansen was 
sent to Afghanistan as an indi¬ 
vidual augmentee, and the unit 
received reports that his work 
there “really shined.” 

A funeral service was sched¬ 
uled for 2 p.m. Friday at the air 
station chapel, Canedo said. 

Hansen, who was engaged to 
be married, joined the Marine 


Corps after graduating from high 
school in 2002, the Tracy Press 
reported. 

His twin brother and fel¬ 
low Marine, Matthew Hansen, 
told the newspaper that Daniel 
Hansen had clearance to cover 
former President George W. 
Bush at Camp David and had 
been handpicked to guard two 
generals during a deployment to 
Fallujah, Iraq. 


Hansen deployed to western 
Afghanistan in October to work 
EOD. Fighting has intensified 
over the past year as the United 
States begins to shift its military 
focus back to the region. 

Hansen is the second service- 
member from Iwakuni killed 
in Afghanistan in the last six 
months. 

Petty Officer 3rd Class 
Eichmann A. Strickland, 23, of 


Arlington, Wash., died Sept. 9 
from injuries suffered when the 
vehicle he was driving hit an 
improvised explosive device in 
Afghanya Valley. 

Strickland was assigned to 
Combat Service Support Detach¬ 
ment 36 and was deployed as a 
member of an embedded training 
team. 

E-mail Travis J. Tritten at: 
trittent@pstripes.osd.mil 
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Korean farmer: 
Jet noise killed 
100,000 rabbits 

Man seeks payout from Air Force 


Joint U.S.-South Korean firefighting effort 



Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


A South Korean water-dropping helicopter attacks flames Tuesday at a mushroom farm near Chinhae 
Naval Base. Base firefighters helped local South Korean firefighters battle the blaze near the U.S. Navy 
base in southwestern South Korea, according to Navy spokeswoman Lt. Pam Bou. Six base firefight¬ 
ers used a base truck to help pump water to 10 South Korean civilian and navy fire trucks. About 100 
firefighters responded to the fire, which started when the farm’s heating system overheated. It was 
extinguished in three hours with no injuries, Bou said. 


Legendary coach visits Zama 



Tim WiGHTMAN/Stars and Stripes 

Former college football head coach Lou Holtz gives life advice to 
high school basketball players before their Far East tournament 
game at Camp Zama on Thursday. Earlier, the well-known coach also 
spoke with noncommissioned officers at a base leadership training. 


By Tim Wightman 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP ZAMA, Japan — It’s not 
every day that servicemembers 
bring footballs and helmets along 
to military training sessions. 

Then again, legendary college 
football coaches don’t usually fac¬ 
tor into the agenda. 

Lou Holtz, best known for his 
stint as coach of Notre Dame, took 
time during a football promotion¬ 
al visit to Japan to speak to Camp 
Zama troops Thursday morn¬ 
ing. The visit coincided with the 
base’s weekly leadership training 
for noncommissioned officers. 

Holtz spent an hour at Zama’s 
Community Cultural Center shar¬ 
ing stories and lessons learned 
over his life, frequently earning 
big laughs for his self-deprecat¬ 
ing humor. 

In one instance, the coach told 
a story of a man who asked if 
people ever told him he looked 
like Lou Holtz, to which the coach 
said, “I get that all the time.” 

“Doesn’t that make you mad?” 
the man replied. 

But the weightier moments 
came from the coach sharing his 
beliefs about the kinds of prac¬ 
tices that bring success. 

Holtz said a person can achieve 
success by always trying to do 
the right thing and by doing their 
best in everything they do. 

He also referred to the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. in empha¬ 
sizing the importance of having a 
dream. 

“Dreaming makes things hap¬ 
pen. It’s where it all starts,” said 
the 72-year-old who led six differ¬ 
ent collegiate programs. “Have 
a dream of things you want to 
accomplish. When I learned to 
have dreams is when I started 
succeeding.” 

Maj. Alfonso Rodriguez stuck 


around after Holtz’s speech to get 
a football signed for his grand¬ 
mother, a big Notre Dame fan who 
lives in New Mexico. Rodriguez 
said the coach was inspiring. 

“He emphasizes to believe in 
yourself, always keep striving 
and growing as a person. And 
once you do that, your leaders will 
react and your soldiers will follow 
you better,” he said. “Coach Holtz 
took a college program that start¬ 
ed at zero and he made it, not by 
words but by actions. And what 
he did there you can use in your 
own life.” 

Holtz also visited the Yano 
Gym and shared many of the 
same experiences with teenage 
athletes on base to compete in the 
2009 Far East Girls Basketball 
Tournament. 

Seoul American High School 


girls basketball coach Jesse Smith 
found himself nodding in approv¬ 
al at many of Holtz’s words. 

“He’s one of the greatest coach¬ 
es that’s ever lived. You can learn 
a lot from this guy,” said Smith, 
a retired soldier. “Some girls on 
my team just said to me, ‘Coach, 
he reminded us of some things 
you’ve been saying a lot,’ so that 
really made me feel good.” 

Holtz, who was in the ROTC 
program in college, said his phi¬ 
losophy of success is a natural fit 
for military families. 

“We always have problems,” 
he said. “We all have difficulties. 
You’re going to have them. But 
you have to have the attitude of, 
‘How are we going to be able to 
solve it?”’ 

E-mail Tim Wightman at: 
wightmant@pstripes.osd.mil 


By Jimmy Norris 
and Hwang Hae-rym 
Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL — Thousands of bun¬ 
nies in Kunsan have literally 
been scared to death by aircraft 
noise, according to rabbit farmer 
Lee Ho-kyung. 

And he wants compensation. 

Raising rabbits for 17 years, 
Lee said he’d never had prob¬ 
lems with them dying until he 
moved to Kunsan in 2004 to care 
for his ailing father. His farm is 
about half a mile from a runway 
shared by the 8th Fighter Wing 
and South Korea’s 38th Fighter 
Group. 

Since then, he said, he’s lost 
more than 100,000 rabbits. A 
2008 autopsy, he said, determined 
the rabbits died as the result of 
“stress caused by external fac¬ 
tors,” not disease. 

While rabbits are known for 
their ability to multiply, Lee’s 
stock continuesto decline, as he is 
unable to breed more. Infertility 
rates are up 30 percent among 
his rabbits. Even those that 
remain fertile don’t stay mothers 
for long. 

“I cannot make them breed, 
because the mother rabbits kill 
and eat their babies right after 
the babies are born,” he said. 
“It is all because of the piercing 
noises from U.S. aircrafts.” 

Now he’s down to 300 rabbits 
and fears for his future. 

“I’ve almost lost my livelihood. 
But rabbits are my life and my 
lifetime job,” Lee said. “I cannot 
give up. 

The only solution is to move out 
of this noisy place, to find another 
quiet area to keep farming rab¬ 
bits. If I could get compensa¬ 
tion, I would move out as soon as 
possible.” 

Lee filed a complaint with the 
Korean Environmental Dispute 
Resolution Commission after bor¬ 
rowing the 600,000 won (about 
$407) filing fee from friends, and 
asked for 250,000,000 Korean 
won (about $170,000) to cover the 
cost of moving. 

Commission spokesman Yang 
Keun-chul told Stripes he was 
aware of Lee’s complaint, but 
because it involved the U.S.- 
South Korea Status of Forces 
Agreement, the commission 
would not involve itself in the 
case. 

Yang said South Korea’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade was the agency that should 
handle the case. 

A ministry spokeswoman, how¬ 
ever, said it also would not get 
involved. She said Lee should 
seek compensation through the 
Ministry of Justice. 


A Ministry of Justice spokes¬ 
man then said the case should 
be referred to the Jeonju 
Compensation Committee. 

“Realistically, there’s not much 
help for the farmer,” said a law 
officer with the committee. 

“Generally, noise-inflicted- 
damage cases are not strong 
enough to prove the dam¬ 
age appraisal because of their 
abstractness,” he said. “From my 
personal experiences, USFK offi¬ 
cials would hardly agree to com¬ 
pensation in a noise-related case. 
His chance is likely very slim.” 

South Korean courts have 
awarded damages for noise com¬ 
plaints against U.S. Forces Korea 
in the past. The first time was in 
January 2004, when a two-year 
class-action lawsuit resulted in 
awards of up to $1,548 each to 
1,878 Kunsan residents. 

In 2005, a judge ordered the 
South Korean government to 
pay $7.8 million to 1,900 vil¬ 
lagers from Maehyang-ri after 
they said noise from bombing 
and strafing practice at nearby 
Koon-ni range had caused hear¬ 
ing loss, stress, sleep problems 
and hypertension. 

First Lt. Dave Herndon, 8th 
Fighter Wing spokesman, said 
wing officials were aware of Lee’s 
problem, but no official complaint 
had come from city hall, which he 
said is the usual channel for com¬ 
plaints about the base. 

“Over the last five years we 
have flown roughly the same 
number of sorties from Kunsan 
Air Base,” Herndon said in a 
prepared statement e-mailed to 
Stripes on Wednesday. 

“At the present time we are not 
aware of any evidence support¬ 
ing accusations that the base is 
responsible for any aircraft noise 
related incidents, but we do take 
all accusations and any others 
impacting the local community 
seriously.” 

Herndon said claims for dam¬ 
ages would be handled by the 
USFK claims office. 

USFK spokesman Dave Palmer 
said the command has received 
no complaints. 

An information paper e-mailed 
to Stripes on Wednesday said that 
in claims found to have merit, 
USFK can pay up to 75 percent 
of any damages awarded, though 
it typically pays half. The South 
Korean government pays the 
remainder. 

E-mail Jimmy Norris at: 
norrisj@pstripes.osd.mil 
E-mail Hwang Hae-rym at: 
hwangh@pstripes.osd.mil 
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The Primus Rehabilitation System being used by Master Sgt. Rick Haddad at Fort Drum, N.Y., features devices to simulate several hand and arm functions, such as opening a 
door. The workout is set and monitored on the computer screen next to him. 


‘Your whole life changes’ 

Sergeant and his wife adjust to new roles and the effects of the bombing 


By Nancy Montgomery 

Stars and Stripes 

The blast slammed Company B’s first sergeant to the 
ground. 

Pain seared him. Blood spilled from his body. He looked 
over and saw one of his young staff sergeants, dead and 
gone. 

Rick Haddad, a New Englander and former Marine 
who had led 135 men for nearly a year near Kirkuk, Iraq, 
who loved his job and believed in his mission, was about to 
bleed to death. 

“I was sad,” he said. “I asked my medic if I was going 
to die about 10 times. He said, ‘No, you’re not going to die. 
Keep your eyes open.’ He actually told me to shut up.” 

Haddad’s injuries were the worst of all but one of the 19 
soldiers hit by the explosion at their combat outpost just 
before 2 p.m. on June 8. 

The 2,000-pound truck bomb exploded inside the gate 
at Patrol Base Bushmaster. It was the worst event in the 
unit’s 14-months in Iraq, and it left the wife of Staff Sgt. 
Tyler Pickett a widow. 

But Haddad lived and became among the first of his unit 
to come home. It wasn’t how anyone would have wanted it 
to be. 

There were no victory speeches or joyous ceremonies in 


the gym on Fort Drum in New York He couldn’t even pick 
up his life where he had left it. 

There was fear, at first, that he still might die or be 
among the war’s amputees. There was sorrow as Haddad, 
40, his wife, and their two adolescent daughters reckoned 
with his new reality — a severely damaged body and its 
emotional impact — and tried to figure out how to go on. 

“It killed me inside to see my family that first time,” Had¬ 
dad said. “I’ve been with my wife for 17 years.... That was 
the first time in my life I needed her to take care of me. 

“I was at the top of my food chain, in charge of 135 guys. 
And then the next day, you’re learning to wipe your butt.” 

Rick and his wife, April, had become all that an Army 
family could be: solid, smooth, a model of teamwork. He 
had rank and respect; she presided over a serene house¬ 
hold whether he was home or away. But then he was nearly 
killed in combat. And a whole new life opened frighten¬ 
ingly before them. 

April read a brief report on Yahoo news that 18 people 
had been injured on a patrol base near Kirkuk. It was 
about 3 p.m, her time, that June 8. 

April, 38, had sailed through previous deployments, 
never resenting her husband’s absence, she said, always 
being proud of him and able to handle things on her own. 

That afternoon, “I had a really bad feeling,” she said. 
“But I always think of my husband as invincible, so I 


wasn’t expecting he was hurt.” 

She called the rear detachment commander. He told her 
that Rick had been seriously injured. He told her not to tell 
any of the other wives. 

April went outside and called Rick’s mother. 

“I was crying,” she said. “The kids were inside — I 
didn’t want them to see me like that. Then I just got angry. 
I thought, ‘If anything happens to him ... ’ 

She spent a couple hours on the phone outside, tried to 
collect herself and went in and told her girls. Family mem¬ 
bers arrived that night. 

“We were just sitting around, waiting for the phone to 
ring,” she said. 

It rang at 8 p.m. It was her husband. 

“He said, ‘I’m pretty bad.’ That’s the first thing he said. 
‘I’m pretty bad, Ape,”’ April remembered. 

Rick first felt he had returned home as he was being 
wheeled into Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Wash¬ 
ington. Thirty or 40 people from the hospital staff had 
gathered to greet the wounded troops arriving from Land- 
stuhl Regional Medical Genter in Germany, clapping and 
welcoming them. 

“That’s the first emotional moment,” he said. 

SEE HADDAD ON PAGE 5 
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Haddad: Some scars won’t fade 



Photos by Joe GnoMELSKi/Stars and Stripes 

Master Sgt. Rick Haddad, above and top, shows the scars from wounds he suffered in Iraq. About 20 
soldiers were wounded in the truck bombing. One soldier was killed. 


HADDAD, FROM PAGE 4 

His wife arrived from Fort 
Drum the next day. 

“I wouldn’t let her bring the 
kids until 10 days later. I was not 
going to let them see me until 
I could sit up,” Rick said. “You 
never have your kids standing 
over you.” 

April looked at him in the hos¬ 
pital bed. He was groggy, on a lot 
of pain meds. But he was there. 

“I didn’t have time to prep my¬ 
self,” she said. “I thought I was 
going to cry. I was so happy, and 
the moment I saw him all the 
stress went away. Just seeing his 
face did it for me.” 

The shrapnel that shot into Rick 
near the end of what was his third 
deployment ripped apart muscle, 
sliced through arteries and sev¬ 
ered nerves throughout the left 
side of his body. They were dev¬ 
astating injuries, made worse by 
the fact that Rick is left-handed. 

He was at Walter Reed nearly 
three months and exceeded ex¬ 
pectations for his recovery. 

“The self-pity part ... if you 
wallow in that, you’ll never get 
better,” he said. “I jailbroke that 
place.” 

Doctors had considered am¬ 
putating his left limbs but in the 
end, Rick kept them, though they 
no longer work as they once did. 

He can’t open a jar now. 

“My hand — it’s a claw,” he 
said. 

Nerve tremors run through 
him every few minutes. 

He can’t walk more than a few 
steps without pain. He has a cane. 
He doesn’t like it. 

“I’m an athletic person. It was 
difficult to give that up,” he said. 
“I just drag my leg around. My 
foot swells up, I can’t feel my toes. 
On a pain scale of one to 10, I’m 
a two or three all the time. I just 
block it out.” 

When he first got home, April 
said, “The kids and I would baby 
him. I would constantly be, ‘Do 
you want me to do that?’ He didn’t 
like that too much.” 

“We have a rule in our house 
now: If I need help, I’ll ask for it,” 
Rick said. 

He mows the lawn one-handed 
now. To rake leaves, he tapes the 
rake to his hand. 

“I’ll be honest: I hate writing 
now. I hate typing now,” he said. 

“I don’t like to look at my scars. 
It’s not the same when I take 
off my shirt, and I’m not a vain 
person. There are hundreds of 
reminders in your house every 
day.” 

His wife understands his feel¬ 
ings but doesn’t share them at all, 
she said. 

“Mentally, he’s still the same,” 
she said. “That’s the most impor¬ 
tant thing to me. The physical 
— that means nothing to me.” 

Rick does physical therapy 
every morning at 7, then heads to 
his office on Fort Drum. He’s in 
charge of the Soldier Family As¬ 
sistance Center, where he spends 
five hours a day working with the 


500 soldiers assigned to the base 
Warrior Transition Unit. 

At first, he had a hard time put¬ 
ting on his uniform. 

“It doesn’t feel the same,” he 
said. 

He’s a master sergeant now. 

“It feels better than wearing 
first sergeant rank. I have so 
much respect for that position,” 
he said. “It’s so deep and person¬ 
al, the things we know about [sol¬ 
diers’] lives. Wives have issues 
when you’re gone. People die. I 
was the one that gave them their 
Red Cross messages. I gave 30 of 
them.” 

He’s been able to put things in 
perspective. 

“There’s worse off than me,” 
he said. “I want that to be clear. 
Everything I have, the Army is 
the foundation.” 

He credits two people for saving 
him: Pfc. Sean Dmytryszyn — “a 
phenomenal medic” — and April, 
whom he describes as “earthy, 
nondramatic, very gentle.” 

Rick and April have known 
each other since their high school 
years in Maine, and both say their 
marriage has always been solid. 

“We both committed to some¬ 
thing,” Rick said. “We were going 
to drive this train for up to 20 
years. Every time I re-enlisted I 
said, Are you in or out?”’ 

For her part, April said, “We 
have a mutual respect. He’s 
my buddy. There’s no hiding 
anything. 

“It’s not the type of relation¬ 
ship where we have to ask. Only 
one time I said, ‘Please don’t do 
that’ — Special Forces. I said I’ve 
never asked you not to do any¬ 
thing. And he said, ‘That’s fine.’” 

It was only after his injuries, 
Rick said, that he noticed certain 
important things. For instance, 
all these years, he said, “April 
constantly has had to make ad¬ 
justments for me. It’s so obvious 
to me now.” 

And he thinks about the way 
his career gave him things but 
also took things away. 

“Do you know how much stuff 
you miss in a year? It’s ridicu¬ 
lous,” he said. “Both my girls 
— you come back, and they’re 
young women. You wish you got 
to see it gradually.” 

He said he listens better now, 
sees things more clearly, enjoys 
his family more. 

Before, April said, if he wasn’t 
deployed, he’d be gone by 4:30 
a.m. and not get home until 7 
p.m. 

“Like I told him: ‘What hap¬ 
pened, happened for a reason,’ 
April said. 

“He says, ‘For what reason?’ 

“I say, ‘Maybe it’s time for you 
to slow down once in your life. 
Maybe that was the reason.’” 

Rick always responds the same 
way. 

“He looks at me like I’m crazy,” 
April said. 

E-mail Nancy Montgomery at: 
montgomeryn@estripes.osd.mil 
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I have so much respect for that position. It’s so deep and personal, the things we 
know about [soldiers’] lives. Wives have issues when you’re gone. People die. I was 
the one that gave them their Red Cross messages. I gave 30 of them.” ■ ■ 

Master Sgt. Rick Haddad 
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Bomb: One day in Iraq 
changed everything 
for the Triple Deuce 


u I’d rather die as mayor 
than live by leaving this position.” 

Abdul Rahman 

Mayor of Muhallabiyah, Iraq 

Iraqi mayor balances 
safety, prosperity 

Security efforts 
in Muhallabiyah 
keep the peace, 
but take toll 
on economy 


Heath DnuziN/Stars and Stripes 

Abdul Rahman, the mayor of former insurgent stronghold 
Muhallabiyah, Iraq, struggles to improve security. 



By Heath Druzin 

Stars and Stripes 

MUHALLABIYAH, Iraq — 
The cost of safety in this fortress 
city is evident in the sad determi¬ 
nation of Abdul Rahman’s eyes. 
A day after the latest attempt on 
his life, Rahman, Muhallabiyah’s 
mayor, grimly vowed to continue 
leading an effort that has seen his 
town go from insurgent strong¬ 
hold to quiet rural outpost. 

“I’d rather die as mayor than 
live by leaving this position,” he 
said. 

In streets once laden with 
bombs and filled with gunfire, 
Muhallabiyah residents now 
walk in relative safety. There 
hasn’t been an attack since last 
summer. 

Traffic is light on the streets 
and in the town’s once-bustling 
main market. As part of a cam¬ 
paign to try to stop the flow of 
fighters and weapons, Iraqi sol¬ 
diers and police have blocked 
all but one route into town and 
require drivers to show resident 
badges to enter. Visitors are vir¬ 
tually banned from coming to 
town. 

Most of Muhallabiyah’s resi¬ 
dents are without jobs. And shop 
owners say safety measures have 
hurt business in the town, which, 
like much of Iraq, is navigating 
the uneasy intersection of secu¬ 
rity and freedom. 

Some are calling for a rollback 
of security restrictions to allow 
shoppers from nearby towns to 
come to Muhallabiyah, as they 
did before residential badges 
were issued. 

“The security got better so 
there’s no need for people to get a 
badge to get into [town],” said Ali 
Abdul Khadar, standing outside 
his small shop in the town’s main 
market. 

Located at the barren edge of 
the Jabal Sheikh Ibrahim Moun¬ 
tains, a geological hiccup gen¬ 
tly rolling above the desert of 
northern Ninevah province, Mu¬ 
hallabiyah and its surrounding 
villages were controlled by Sunni 
insurgents for several years after 
the U.S. invasion in 2003. 

The area was so thoroughly in¬ 
filtrated that when the Iraqi army 
finally kicked out insurgents in 
2007, they disbanded the police 


station, saying the officers could 
not be trusted. 

Amid fierce fighting for con¬ 
trol of the city, Rahman won 
election as mayor and has paid 
a horrifying price ever since for 
his efforts to battle the insurgen¬ 
cy: Fourteen relatives, including 
an uncle and numerous cousins, 
have been murdered in the past 
year in retaliation for the mayor’s 
stand. Rahman himself was shot 
in the leg during one of three at¬ 
tempts on his life, and two of his 
police bodyguards were injured 
Sunday in the latest assassination 
attempt, this one in the form of a 
roadside bomb. 

He has run the town by him¬ 
self after a city councilman was 
assassinated in 2007 and the rest 
of the council fled amid death 
threats. 

He smiles when asked why he 
continues in his job despite the 
daunting threats. 

“If everyone gives up because 
of the terrorists, who is going to 
work for Iraq?” he said. 

Extreme security measures 
are commonplace in many Iraqi 
cities, although Muhallabiyah, 
which also has a protective earth¬ 
en berm around the city, is more 
locked down than most. 

In and around nearby Tal Afar, 
once a chaotic battleground dur¬ 
ing the more violent days of the 
Iraq war, attacks have ebbed. 
Roads are clogged with check¬ 
points and driving anywhere 
in the region is a slow, arduous 
ordeal, assuming you can find 
a travel partner. It is illegal to 
drive alone around Tal Afar, a 
rule aimed at reducing the threat 
of suicide car bombs. 

From northeast Diyala prov¬ 
ince to the walled-off neigh¬ 
borhoods of south Baghdad, 


checkpoints and cement blast 
walls keep suicide bombers at 
bay but also snarl traffic and irk 
business owners. 

Security has not brought eco¬ 
nomic recovery to Muhallabiyah. 
Local estimates put unemploy¬ 
ment as high as 80 percent and 
the town gets no more than a few 
hours of electricity every day. 

Business owners grumble at 
the reduction in traffic into town 
caused by the severe road re¬ 
strictions, but the mayor has re¬ 
mained wildly popular, recently 
winning re-election and recently 
gaining a seat on Ninevah’s pro¬ 
vincial council, roughly equiva¬ 
lent to a state legislature. 

Many townspeople seem torn 
about the road restrictions — 
they blame them for economic 
depression — but not everyone is 
ready to get rid of them. 

“The most important thing is 
the security,” said Allah Hussein, 
30, who said he has seen business 
drop at his hardware store since 
security restrictions were put 
into place. 

U.S. soldiers in the area say 
Muhallabiyah’s security turn¬ 
around is encouraging because 
it was an almost entirely Iraqi 
effort. 

But Maj. Kenneth N. Reed says 
at some point the town will have 
to find a better balance between 
safety and prosperity. 

“No matter how well you have 
the security situation, if you’re 
not providing for the people, 
you’re never going to move for¬ 
ward,” said Reed, with the 3rd 
Heavy Brigade Combat Team, 1st 
Cavalry Division. 

E-mail Heath Druzin at: 
druzinh@estripes.osd.mil 


BOMB, FROM PAGE 1 

“We see the MRAP on fire, a 
20-foot crater in the ground, and 
Pickett is. ... We didn’t know it 
was Pickett. We had to get his 
ID card out. ... There was blood 
everywhere.” 

The bombing maimed the Iraq¬ 
is about to leave the base — one 
turned up months later minus an 
eye and with a gruesome wound 
to his throat. The bomber was 
blown to pieces, which the sol¬ 
diers kept finding around the 
base for weeks. 

It changed everything. 

“The whole mentality then, 
and the whole relationship, was 
changed. You’d be a fool to trust 
them again,” Johnson said. 

A turning point 

The VBIED, as the Army calls 
vehicle-borne improvised explo¬ 
sive devices, came after a year of 
the company’s counterinsurgency 
efforts. There had been innumer¬ 
able “chai ops,” meetings with 
tribal leaders and local councils 
over tea. There had been proj¬ 
ects and foot patrols and a recon¬ 
ciliation process that brought in 
insurgents and gave them a pay- 
check for manning checkpoints. 
As a result, there had been by one 
count an 80 percent reduction in 
roadside bombs. 

“We had remodeled the school,” 
Lee said. “The day before we had 
a soccer game with the locals.” 

The bombing put an end to all 
that. 

“It was never the same. It was 
very hard. The guys would be 
very standoffish with the locals,” 
Lee said. “It’s so hard for the guys 
to get past an event like that.” 

“We still did whatever we were 
told to do,” Johnson said. “If they 
told us to do a backpack handout, 
we did it because we were or¬ 
dered to do it. But the mentality 
was different.” 

It was never determined who 
had planned and carried out 
the bombing. But the reconciled 
Sunni “Sons of Iraq,” who worked 
at a checkpoint by the gate, were 
implicated. 

“It had to have been reconcilee- 
aided,” Lee said. 

Afterward, Lee went to the 
local tribal leaders in the former 
Sunni stronghold, who denied 
involvement. 

“They said, ‘Hey, this is an at¬ 
tack on us, too.’” 

The unit never knew if further 
investigations happened. Despite 
all the law-enforcement types 
working in Iraq — former FBI 
agents, military investigators and 
the like — apparently no one was 
sent to track down those respon¬ 
sible, Johnson said. 

“Lieutenant Holmes and I 
seemed like the only ones inter¬ 
ested,” he said. “I have no investi¬ 
gating experience. We did a dozen 
interviews. We couldn’t separate 
fact from fiction. We never found 
out who it was.” 

But force-protection deficits 
soon became apparent. Barriers 
were not in place, Johnson said. 
There was no guard tower, no one 


to shoot the driver. 

“It was a big tactical error,” he 
said. 

Afterward, the base was a di¬ 
saster, he said. Computers didn’t 
work, communications were dif¬ 
ficult. Everybody felt terrible. 
But people came through. 

“I remember the cooks. By 
1700, they 
had chow 
ready to 
go,” Johnson 
said. “For 
us, that was 
a morale 
booster.” 

In the 
first few 
nights after 
the bomb¬ 
ing, Lee or¬ 
dered that 
mortars be 
fired every 
half-hour for 
five hours 
as a show 
of force. It was not a popular 
decision. 

“Large explosions, all night 
long,” Johnson said. “You couldn’t 
sleep, and if you did fall asleep 
you woke up with the thought it 
had happened all over again.” 

Many soldiers had trouble 
sleeping at the base even after the 
mortars stopped. 

“I couldn’t sleep there,” Sgt. 
Chris Bartell said. “I really had 
some issues. Everything would 
get on my nerves. As soon as I’d 
get off the patrol base, I’d be all 
right.” 

“The fear never went away. I 
always walked a little faster as I 
passed the front gate,” Johnson 
said. 

“After the VBIED went off, ev¬ 
erybody was rocked. You think, ‘I 
could be dead tomorrow.’” 

The base was rebuilt, renamed 
for Pickett, and on Sept. 4 it was 
turned over to the Iraqi army. 

“It’s been an honor serving 
with you,” Lee told the Iraqis. 
“We have sacrificed much so that 
the people of the Rashaad Val¬ 
ley and al-Noor village can live 
in peace. I have complete faith 
that you will carry on our mission 
here with distinction.” 

Haddad is no sentimentalist. 

“Being blown up does not make 
you a hero,” he said. 

But he also said that the horror- 
filled moments of the bombing 
were followed by the most valiant 
ones of the deployment. 

His medic saved his life. Then, 
because poor visibility meant no 
helicopters, two patrols raced the 
wounded in MRAPs to FOB War¬ 
rior, usually a 30-minute trip. 
They did it in 15 minutes. 

Not all the wounded left the 
base that day. 

One sergeant whose head was 
bleeding, quite a lot, Johnson 
said, just refused to go so that he 
could help others. 

“All the training, it was worth 
it for that one moment,” Haddad 
said. “That’s the take-away. They 
did great when it counted.” 

E-mail Nancy Montgomery at: 
montgomeryn@estripes.osd.mil 



Staff Sgt. Tyler 
Pickett’s death 
affected the 
relations his unit 
had with Iraqis 
around the base. 

















Saturday, February 21, 2009 


Stars and Stripes 


j page 7 


Kyrgyzstan legislators OK closing air base 


By Joseph Giordono 

Stars and Stripes 

The Kyrgyz parliament voted over¬ 
whelmingly Thursday to shut down a vital 
U.S. air base, creating potential problems 
with President Barack 
Obama’s plans to 
quickly send more 
troops to Afghanistan. 

The 78-1 vote by the 
parliament approved 
a government propos¬ 
al to shut Manas Air 
Base, through which 
some 15,000 passen¬ 
gers pass through 
each month on their 
way in and out of 
Afghanistan. 

The base is also 
home to tanker aircraft that refuel war¬ 
planes patrolling the skies and providing 
close air support over the battlefield. 

Once the law is signed by Kyrgyz Presi¬ 
dent Kurmanbek Bakiyev, the U.S. military 
would have 180 days to cease operations 
at the base, according to U.S. and Kyrgyz 
officials. 

Maj. John Redfield, a spokesman for 
U.S. Central Command in Florida, re¬ 
ferred questions regarding the vote to the 
U.S. State Department. And he said that 


the military’s Transportation Command 
would be better suited to talk about supply 
routes. Still, Redfield said military leaders 
have been working on solutions to the issue 
and continue to do so. 

“We don’t put all of our eggs into one bas¬ 
ket,” he said. “We always have options.” 

Adm. Mike Mullen, Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, told reporters on 
Thursday that the U.S. military has other 
options should the base close, but did not 
elaborate on them. “I’m comfortable that 
these options will support us very well if 
we get to that point,” he said. 

Closing the base — an action pushed by 
Bakiyev—has variously been described by 
analysts as a brazen attempt by the Kyrgyz 
to get more money from the United States, 
and as a regional power struggle between 
the U.S. and Russia. 

Bakiyev’s announcement in February 
that he wanted the base shut down came 
a day after Russia pledged more than $2 
billion in aid and loans to Kyrgyzstan, a 
former Soviet republic. Bakiyev has flatly 
stated that the United States refused to in¬ 
crease the amount it paid the Kyrgyz gov¬ 
ernment to operate at Manas. 

In January, U.S. Central Command chief 
Gen. David Petraeus said the U.S. govern¬ 
ment paid around $63 million a year for 
Manas. 


Russia also maintains an air base in Kyr¬ 
gyzstan, though the Russians pay no rent. 

Top U.S. officials have criticized the 
Russians’ role. 

“I think that the Russians are trying to 
have it both ways with respect to Afghani¬ 
stan in terms of Manas,” Secretary of De¬ 
fense Robert Gates told reporters traveling 
with him to Poland on Thursday. “On one 
hand, you’re making positive noises about 
working with us in Afghanistan, and on the 
other hand, you’re working against us in 
terms of that airfield which is clearly im¬ 
portant to us.” 

Manas is currently home to around 1,000 
U.S. troops, along with 100 Spanish and 
French servicemembers. In addition, there 
are some 650 contractors who work on the 
base, according to the U.S. Air Force. 

“Once all the procedures are over, an 
official eviction vote will be sent and after 
that the United States will be given 180 
days to wrap up operations at the air base,” 
the Kyrgyz Foreign Ministry said in a 
statement after Thursday’s vote. 

According to state news services, Ba¬ 
kiyev would sign the law “within the next 
month.” 

If the base closure is finalized, the U.S. 
military will have to shift much of the air 
operations supporting the war in Afghani¬ 
stan. Meanwhile, the main land supply 


route through Pakistan and the Khyber 
Pass has been targeted by repeated at¬ 
tacks. The military has said that around 75 
percent of its supplies for Afghanistan - in¬ 
cluding 40 percent of its fuel — is shipped 
via Pakistan. 

Petraeus was in Uzbekistan this week, 
ostensibly to discuss renewing the U.S. 
presence there. The Uzbeks shut down a 
U.S. support base in 2005 after the Ameri¬ 
can government joined an international 
condemnation of the Uzbeks’ human rights 
record. 

One of the new routes, beginning in Lat¬ 
via and winding its way through Russia, 
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, will soon be 
tested with its first shipment of non-mili¬ 
tary supplies, officials have said. 

The U.S. already has multiple transpor¬ 
tation options and routes in play. Many air 
missions originate in the States and pass 
through places such as Ramstein Air Base 
in Germany or Incirlik Air Base in Turkey. 
Ramstein is known as the military’s larg¬ 
est transportation hub overseas. 

The Air Force also has various operations 
in several other countries in the region, in¬ 
cluding Kuwait, Qatar and Bahrain. 

Stripes reporter Kent Harris contributed 
to this report. 

E-mail Joseph Giordono at: 
giordonoj@estripes.osd.mil 
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Secretary for Defense Robert Gates, right, talks with British 
Defense Secretary John Hutton at a Thursday meeting in Krakow, 
Poland. Gates is hopeful about better relations with a new president. 

Gates hopeful on Russia ties 


By Anne Gearan 

The Associated Press 

KRAKOW, Poland — U.S. De¬ 
fense Secretary Robert Gates 
says he sees a chance for better 
relations with Russia with a new 
president in the White House. 

However, he warned that Mos¬ 
cow is trying to “have it both 
ways” by offering help in Afghan¬ 
istan while undermining U.S. ef¬ 
forts there at the same time. 

Gates signed a new military co¬ 
operation agreement with Poland 
on Thursday, formalizing ties 
between the special forces op¬ 
erations of both countries. Gates 
praised Poland’s willingness to 
send troops into harm’s way, in¬ 
cluding 1,600 in Afghanistan. 

“As an old Cold Warrior it is a 
true honor to be able to sign this 
document on behalf of the United 
States,” Gates told Polish Defense 
Minister Bogdan Klich. 

Poland is one site for a planned 
U.S. missile shield system that 
Russia has aggressively protest¬ 
ed, but neither Gates nor Klich 


mentioned it during the brief 
signing ceremony. 

Rhetoric on the missile sys¬ 
tem grew heated last year, and 
was compounded by U.S. outrage 
over Russia’s invasion of Georgia. 
The U.S. and Russia have made 
overtures to ease tension since 
President Barack Obama’s inau¬ 
guration. The U.S. hopes it might 
work out new assurances to Rus¬ 
sia that the system is aimed at 
Iran and not at Moscow. 

“I am hopeful that with a new 
start that maybe there are some 
opportunities with the Russians 
that we can pursue,” Gates said 
as he flew to Europe for a gather¬ 
ing of NATO defense ministers. 

Gates, the lone holdover from 
the Cabinet of Republican George 
W. Bush, added caveats to his 
once ample support of the mis¬ 
sile defense plan. The idea was 
a Bush favorite, but the Obama 
administration wants to make 
sure the system is reliable. That 
has been seen in Europe as a sign 
that the plan could be scrapped or 
scaled back. 


Damaged ship goes into 
dry-dock at Pearl Harbor 

HONOLULU — The Navy’s 
damaged USS Port Royal has 
gone back into dry-dock at Pearl 
Harbor for repairs. 

The guided missile cruiser ran 
aground off Honolulu Interna¬ 
tional Airport on Feb. 5. It took 
four tries over as many days to 
refloat the $1 billion warship. 

The vessel’s sonar housing, 
propellers and two other struc¬ 
tures were damaged. Repairs 
are expected to take months and 
cost millions of dollars. The Port 
Royal underwent $18 million 
in repairs while in dry-dock for 
regular maintenance from Octo¬ 
ber to January. The cause of the 
grounding is under investigation. 
In the meantime, the Port Royal’s 
commander, Capt. John Carroll, 
has been reassigned. 

Northrop, Textron 
protests denied by GAO 

WASHINGTON — Govern- 
ment auditors on Tuesday de¬ 
nied protests lodged by Northrop 
Grumman Corp. and Textron Inc. 
keeping the defense contractors 
out of a competition to build light¬ 
weight tactical vehicles to replace 
the Humvee. 

Both the Army and the Ma¬ 
rine Corps have been looking for 
a new vehicle that can withstand 
roadside bombs and explosives, 
but are more agile on mountain¬ 
ous terrain and narrow roads than 
existing mine-resistant, ambush- 
protected vehicles being used in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. The ser¬ 
vices are expected to order 65,000 
vehicles, which will not enter ini¬ 
tial production until 2013. Each is 
estimated to cost $400,000. 

AF scales back plans 
for additional F-22s 

WASHINGTON — A top Air 
Force official said Tuesday that 


the service is cutting back on 
plans to buy more F-22 Raptor 
fighter jets, a move that means 
the production line where Lock¬ 
heed Martin makes the expen¬ 
sive planes could be a step closer 
to closing. The Air Force is under 
contract to buy at least 183 F-22s 
from Lockheed and has said it 
would like 381. But Chief of Staff 
Gen. Norton Schwartz the service 
is likely to buy “less than 381.” He 


would not say how many more the 
service will buy, but said he would 
not disagree with an earlier state¬ 
ment from Adm. Michael Mul¬ 
len, chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, that it may need only 60 
more F-22s. 

The Obama administration 
has a March 1 deadline to decide 
whether to buy more F-22s. 

From wire reports 
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U.S.-backed Sunnis 
win vote in Anbar 

By Brian Murphy 

The Associated Press 


In video, soldier tells of 
shooting Iraqi detainees 

Asked to describe, in detail, how he shot the 
detainees, Sgt. Michael Leahy Jr., below, said he 
placed his pistol 6 inches to a foot from one of 
the detainees’ heads and fired. 



BAGHDAD — Sunni tribal 
leaders who led an uprising 
against insurgents expanded 
their political clout and the Shi¬ 
ite-led government reaped re¬ 
wards for security crackdowns in 
Iraq’s biggest cities, according to 
full results issued Thursday from 
last month’s provincial elections. 

The elections — held Jan. 31 
without major violence but later 
tainted by allegations of fraud — 
were seen as a chance to extend 
the Sunni political voice and test 
the strength of main Shiite par¬ 
ties before national races later 
this year. 

The provincial councils have 
no direct sway over national af¬ 
fairs, but carry wide powers over 
regional matters such as business 
deals and local security. 

Preliminary results were is¬ 
sued earlier this month and 
indicated strong showings for 
political allies of Prime Minister 
Nouri al-Maliki in Baghdad and 
the southern city of Basra, where 
Iraqi forces broke the control of 
Shiite militias last year. 

But there were worries the 
final results could bring a violent 
backlash in the western desert of 
Anbar, where Sunni tribes that 
formed groups known as Awak¬ 
ening Councils claimed that 
Sunni rivals planned to hijack 
their expected victory. 

In the end, however, Awaken¬ 
ing leaders applauded the out¬ 
come after being awarded eight 
of 29 provincial seats in Anbar 
— giving them a strong hand to 
form a governing coalition with 
smaller Sunni groups across the 
province that extends from near 


FORT BRAGG, N.C.—A Green 
Beret accused of fatally shoot¬ 
ing a man he suspected of being 
a Taliban fighter and lopping off 
his ear in the Afghan desert will 
face a military jury this week, 
nearly a year after the allegations 
surfaced. 

Army Master Sgt. Joseph D. 
Newell, 38, of Tecumseh, Mich., 
could face life in prison if convict¬ 
ed of murder at his court-martial 
at Fort Bragg. 

Prosecutors accuse the 20-year 
military veteran of killing an Af¬ 
ghan civilian. But defense attor¬ 
neys said the prosecution’s case 
was largely based on testimony 
from members of his Army Spe¬ 
cial Forces team who conspired 
against him. 

Details of the case emerged 
last year during Newell’s Article 
32 hearing, which is similar to a 
civilian grand jury proceeding. 

An Army investigator testified 
then that a severed human ear 


Baghdad to the borders of Syria 
and Jordan. 

Anbar became one of the turn¬ 
ing points of the war when the 
Awakening movement joined 
U.S.-led forces in late 2006 to 
uproot al-Qaida in Iraq and 
other insurgent groups from key 
strongholds. 

Shiite candidates backed by 
al-Maliki’s government also rode 
public support for crackdowns 
last year against militia-held 
areas in Baghdad and Basra, the 
nation’s second-largest city. 

In Baghdad, allies of al-Maliki 
took nearly half of the council 
seats — 28 of 57 — and swept 20 
of 35 posts in Basra. They also 
posted strong showings else¬ 
where across the southern Shiite 
heartland. 

It was a clear blow to Iraq’s 
largest Shiite political group, the 
Supreme Islamic Iraqi Council, 
which has close ties to Iran and 
is expected to battle al-Mali¬ 
ki’s U.S.-allied bloc in national 
elections. 

The Supreme Council finished 
no higher than second in each of 
the southern provinces. 

Another Shiite faction, led by 
loyalists of cleric Muqtada al- 
Sadr, took some seats in every 
province in the south. 

Al-Sadr’s influence has weak¬ 
ened after government forces 
moved into areas once controlled 
by his Mahdi Army militia, but he 
still retains a core of followers. 

In the northern province that 
includes Mosul — considered 
the last urban base for al-Qaida 
in Iraq — 19 of 37 seats went to 
a hard-line Sunni Arab party that 
has strongly opposed efforts by 
Kurds to expand their influence 
in the area. 


was found in Newell’s room at his 
base in Afghanistan and the DNA 
matched blood on his knife and 
clothing. But the alleged shooting 
site was too dangerous for inves¬ 
tigators to search, he said. The 
man’s body was never found and 
his identity remains unknown. 

The only eyewitness to testify, 
Sgt. 1st Class Ricky Derring, said 
Newell detained and questioned 
the man after spotting civilians 
who appeared to be watching 
their convoy last March 5 near 
the village of Hyderabad in south¬ 
ern Afghanistan. 

Derring said Newell shot the 
man in the chest after driving 
into a remote area and then left 
the body in the desert. They went 
back to the body later, and Newell 
returned to their vehicle with a 
human ear, Derring said. Other 
soldiers testified Newell showed 
them the bloody ear. 

Defense attorney Todd Co- 
normon has called the evidence 
weak and suggested members of 
the Special Forces team wanted 
to oust Newell. 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

VILSECK, Germany — A vid¬ 
eotape played Thursday in the 
trial of a U.S. soldier shows him 
describing how he shot two of 
four bound and blindfolded Iraqi 
prisoners in March 2007. 

Sgt. Michael Leahy Jr., 26, was 
videotaped talking with Army in¬ 
vestigators last year. A pre-trial 
motion by Leahy’s attorneys to 
suppress the video failed. 

The video showed Leahy con¬ 
fessing an hour and 10 minutes 
into an interview with a Criminal 
Investigation Command special 
agent in Schweinfurt, Germany. 

“I shot one of them,” Leahy 
told the agent. “I shot two shots,” 
he said, pointing his hand like a 
pistol. 

“It was my decision. I always 
knew this ... would come back to 
me,” he said. 

The prisoners’ bodies were 
dumped in a Baghdad canal. 

A jury of nine officers and 
noncommissioned officers was 
to hear closing arguments late 
Thursday and begin delibera¬ 
tions Friday. Leahy is charged 
with premeditated murder, con¬ 
spiracy to commit premeditated 
murder, accessory after the fact 
and obstruction of justice. 

In the video, Leahy said the 
combat-related deaths of two 
soldiers from Leahy’s unit, Com¬ 
pany A, 1st Battalion, 18th Infan¬ 
try Regiment, shortly before the 
canal incident played a role in 
what happened. 

“It tore me up inside,” he said, 
adding that he and his comrades 
thought that the detainees, who 
they believed to be insurgents, 
would be released quickly. 

“There are not many days that 
go by that you don’t think about 
the situation because you know it 
was wrong. I could sit here and 
list a number of reasons about 
why, at the time, we thought 
it was right. It is just excuses. 
Other people weren’t doing that,” 
he said. 

The video showed Leahy hold¬ 
ing his head in his hands and 
wiping tears from his eyes after 
the special agent left the room. 

Later in the video Leahy tells 
another CID investigator how he, 
Company A 1st Sgt. John Hatley 
and Sgt. 1st Class Joseph R Mayo 
led the prisoners to a canal bank, 
stood behind them and drew 9 
mm service pistols. 

“Who shot first?” the interro¬ 
gator asked. 

“I know it wasn’t me because 
I heard the first shot and then I 
shot,” Leahy replied. 

“Where did you shoot the de¬ 
tainee?” the interrogator asked. 

“It was in the back of the head. 
When I shot the guy in the back 
of the head he fell back on me. 
When he fell back on me my 
arm went to the right and I fired 
again,” Leahy said. 

At first he claimed that he 
didn’t know if his second shot 
hit one of the other detainees but 


after probing by the CID agent 
he confessed to a second killing. 

“I shot the other guy,” Leahy 
said. 

“The other guy was right in 
front of me and I shot him. I don’t 
think it actually killed him, al¬ 
though it would have later on.” 

The second man Leahy shot lay 
on the ground gurgling until Hat¬ 
ley finished him off with a shot in 
the chest, Leahy said. 

Asked to describe, in detail, 
how he shot the detainees, Leahy 
said he placed his pistol 6 inches 
to a foot from one of the detain¬ 
ees’ heads and fired. 

“I saw the detainee to the right 
of me flinch and turn after he 
heard the shots and my weapon 
was pointed at him, anywhere 
from a foot to a couple of inches 
away. I pulled the trigger and it 
hit him. I’m pretty sure it was 
the side of the face but it could 
have been a little further back,” 
he said. 

The CID agent asked him how 
he felt after he fired the shots. 

“I was scared that somebody 
would walk out and see it... that 
we were going to go back to the 
[combat outpost] and people 
would know what we had done. 
... I was ashamed of myself in a 
way,” Leahy said. 

He spoke about his job as the 
senior Company A medic and the 
fact that he trained other medics 
to provide the same care to de¬ 
tainees as U.S. soldiers. 

Later in the video Leahy de¬ 
scribed a Jan. 3, 2007, incident 
in which Hatley shot a wounded 
detainee. The detainee was shot 
in the leg and captured after trig¬ 


gering a roadside bomb that dam¬ 
aged a Bradley Fighting Vehicle. 

The badly wounded Iraqi was 
placed in another Bradley for 
transport to an Army hospital. 
On the way Hatley twice stopped 
the patrol to ask Leahy about the 
man’s condition, he said. 

“He had lost a lot of blood. I told 
the first sergeant: ‘This guy isn’t 
going to make it.’ He was close to 
bleeding out at the time,” Leahy 
told the CID agent. 

Hatley then dragged the Iraqi 
out of the Bradley and shot him 
twice in the chest with a 9 mm 
pistol, Leahy said. 

The pair put the corpse in a 
body bag and the patrol dropped 
it off at an Iraqi Police station, he 
said. 

The defense called Col. Charles 
Hoge, an expert on combat stress 
based at Walter Reed Army Med¬ 
ical Center. 

Hoge said there are signs on 
the video of Leahy’s CID interro¬ 
gation that suggest combat stress 
and lack of sleep overwhelmed 
his ability to make good moral 
choices. 

Hoge referred to a point in the 
video where a CID agent asked 
Leahy why he decided to shoot 
the detainees. 

“He said: ‘Because I didn’t 
think about it.’ He said: I made 
the choice because I didn’t think 
about it before I did it. This is a 
smart individual who was simply 
not thinking. He was convinced 
that that was the necessary 
and right thing to do at that 
moment.” 

E-mail Seth Robson at: 
robsons@estripes.osd.mil 


Green Beret to be tried 
in death of Afghan man 

By Estes Thompson 

The Associated Press 
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Even four-star generals and defense secretaries get lost at the Pentagon 


u One had to give the building his grudging admiration; 
it had apparently been designed to confuse 
any enemy who might infiltrate it. fr 


By Steve Vogel 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — Getting lost in the 
Pentagon is a time-honored tradition. 
George C. Marshall did it. So did Dwight 
Eisenhower, and Dick Cheney. 

Navigating the Pentagon is not easy for 
the uninitiated. Newcomers have always 
been daunted by the 17 miles of corridors, 
the pentagonal rings and the byzantine 
basement — not to mention the sheer vast¬ 
ness of the 6.2 million-square-foot place. 
The Pentagon is developing a handbook to 
help Obama administration appointees and 
other newcomers with tips on the nuances 
of getting around the building in subur¬ 
ban Arlington, Va. But the Obama people 
should not feel bad when they get lost, as 
they inevitably will. 

People have been getting lost in the Pen¬ 
tagon since the day it opened, on April 30, 
1942, in the midst of World War II, with 
less than half the building completed. The 
first workers — the “plank walkers,” so 
named because they had to balance their 
way on boards of lumber snaking across 
mud puddles to even get to the building 
— wandered the long corridors and vast 
office bays, looking in vain for their desks. 

The Pentagon quickly entered the na¬ 
tional consciousness as an unfathomable 
maze. A soon-to-be-famous joke first ap¬ 
peared on Aug. 17,1942, in The Washington 
Post: “And have you heard this one? About 
the War Department messenger who got 


lost in the Pentagon Building in Arlington 
and came out a lieutenant colonel.” 

With time, the joke evolved to include a 
freckled-faced Western Union messenger 
boy who went into the Pentagon to deliver a 
telegram on Monday and walked out a full 
colonel on Friday; others insisted he only 
came out a major. 

Another tale involved a lost pregnant 
woman desperately accosting a security 
guard. 

“Quick! You’ve got to get me out of here, 
Officer,” the woman said. “I’m about to 
have a baby!” 

The officer shook his head 
reproachfully. 

“Lady, you never should have come in 
here in that condition,” he said. 

“I wasn’t when I came in,” the woman 
snapped. 

Other stories have the benefit of being 
true. In August 1942, Marshall, who as 
Army chief of staff was the most indis¬ 
pensable man in the American war effort, 
showed off the new building to Field Mar¬ 
shal John Dill, chief of the British military 
delegation in Washington. They wandered 


Dwight Eisenhower 


down a corridor with the project’s chief 
architect, and all three were soon entirely 
lost. A construction supervisor tracked 
down the party and rescued the heart of 
the Anglo-American military alliance. 

Soon after Eisenhower became Army 
chief of staff in 1946, the general was dis¬ 
oriented the first time he tried to return to 
his office by himself from the mess. 

“So, hands in pockets and trying to look 
as if I were out for a carefree stroll around 
the building, I walked,” Eisenhower later 
wrote. “I walked and walked, encountering 
neither landmarks nor people who looked 
familiar. One had to give the building his 
grudging admiration; it had apparently 
been designed to confuse any enemy who 
might infiltrate it.” 

Eisenhower finally approached a group 
of stenographers and quietly asked one, 
“Can you tell me where the office of the 
chief of staff is?” 

“You just passed it about a hundred feet 
back, General Eisenhower,” she replied. 

As Eisenhower noted with chagrin, “By 
grapevine, the Army’s astoundingly effi¬ 
cient bush telegraph, the word got around 


the Pentagon quickly.” 

After Cheney became secretary of de¬ 
fense in 1989, he took the elevator from his 
office suite to the wrong floor and found 
himself lost in the Pentagon basement 
When he finally emerged after much wan¬ 
dering, aides were running about wonder¬ 
ing what had happened to the secretary. 
True to form, Cheney acted as if nothing 
was amiss. 

“I sort of tightened my tie and walked 
out like I knew exactly where I was and ar¬ 
rived outside,” Cheney later said. “Nobody 
had the nerve to ask me where I’d been.” 

I recently joined the ranks of the lost. I 
had an appointment at the building’s Air 
Force recreation services store to sign 
copies of my book “The Pentagon: A His¬ 
tory.” I wrote the room location on a slip of 
paper but transposed two numbers. Such 
an error is fatal in the Pentagon, where an 
intricate system assigns four numbers and 
one letter to each office — 5E932 in this 
case — according to its floor, its ring, the 
nearest corridor and specific office bay, in 
that order. 

I roamed unfamiliar corridors and dead¬ 
end hallways, searching fruitlessly for a 
nonexistent room. Finally, an Air Force of¬ 
ficer pointed me in the right direction. 

Nearly half an hour late, I apologized 
profusely to those waiting. I had been lost 
in the Pentagon, I explained. That’s kind 
of embarrassing when you wrote a book 
about the place. 

But they all nodded understandingly. 


A mass of amenities Tech. Sgt - Andy DuNAWAY/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 

Some of the elements that make up the Pentagon. 



Stairways: 131 


Postal mail sent and recieved monthly: 1,200,000 


Area covered by Pentagon building (acres): 34 


Elevators: 13 


Length of each outer wall (ft.): 921 


Parking space (acres): 67 


Windows: 7.754 


Restrooms: 284 1 ■ ■ ■ ■ 1 Height of building (ft.): 77 

IlfllJlf J,,,,, ‘ 


Light fixtures: 16.250 


Drinking fountains: 691 


Total length of corridors (miles): 17.5 


Source: www.pentagon.afis.osd.mil 
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Diplomat skilled in 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — Af¬ 
rica Command staffers phone in 
daily for a virtual powwow in 
which military leaders deliver 
rundowns on various projects 
and developments around the 
sprawling continent. 

Whether it’s Trans-Sahara 
counterterrorism efforts, a pira¬ 
cy spike in the Gulf of Guinea or 
a political crisis someplace else, 
there’s always plenty of territory 
to cover. 

But more and more, matters 
that are less overtly military 
also are getting attention at these 
morning sessions. 

“I don’t know that the military 
would normally think about — 
‘Oh, we have 20 declared disas¬ 
ters, whether it’s the caterpillars 
in Liberia, or the drought here 
or the locusts there or flooding 
here,”’ said Mary Carlin Yates, 
U.S. African Command’s deputy 
for civil/military activities. 

“And of course, all of those 
could have potential effects on 
a country’s stability and secu¬ 
rity,” said Yates, describing how 
AFRICOM’s unique interagency 
structure aims to paint a more 
complete picture of the security 
landscape in Africa. 

Yates, a career diplomat and 
former U.S. ambassador to both 
Ghana and Burundi, serves with 
Vice Adm. Robert T. Moeller as 
AFRICOM’s two deputies who 
report to the commander. 

The civilian deputy position 
puts Yates in charge of an array 
of programs associated with 
health, humanitarian assistance 
efforts, disaster response and se¬ 
curity sector reform. 

In Yates, the command gets 
someone with 20 years of experi¬ 
ence working in Africa. 

With five USAID officials also 


embedded in the command, AF- 
RICOM looks decidedly different 
from most of the military’s other 
combatant commands. So is its 
mission. 

While the military traditional¬ 
ly has focused on being prepared 
for large-scale conventional wars, 
AFRICOM’s stated purpose is 
to prevent conflicts by helping 
countries build up their own se¬ 
curity capacity. 

“We are sensitizing the mili¬ 
tary and helping them more ef¬ 
fectively design the missions and 
programs they are doing,” Yates 
said. 

The civilian deputy position 
was established in the early 
planning stages of AFRICOM, 
and there are signs this inter¬ 
agency approach could become 
more commonplace within the 
military. 

For example, last August U.S. 
Southern Command followed 
AFRICOM’s lead with the es¬ 
tablishment of a similar civilian 
deputy post within its command 
structure. 

Indeed, the chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff talked about 
the value of an interagency ap¬ 
proach during a visit to Stuttgart 
last summer. 

“I think you, in many ways, 
represent the face of the future 
with respect to our combatant 
commands,” Adm. Mike Mullen 
said during an AFRICOM town 
hall meeting in June. 

“You may be leading what we 
are doing in our government.” 

Still, for all of the focus on 
broadening the context in which 
the military operates, AFRI¬ 
COM has nonetheless been the 
subject of much criticism and 
controversy. 

Whether it’s from the African 
media or political figures on the 
continent, there has been plenty 
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disaster response 


of speculation about what is driv¬ 
ing the United State’s growing 
strategic interest in resource rich 
Africa. 

That apprehension also is tied 
up with concerns that the U.S. 
military has designs on setting up 
bases and deploying large num¬ 
bers of troops to the continent. 

The military has repeatedly 
refuted such assertions, but it’s 
proven difficult for that message 
to gain traction. 

Yates says AFRICOM will ul¬ 
timately be judged by its actions 
over time. 

“The countries that have felt 


the touch of the African Part¬ 
nership Station in west Africa, 
I think understand this can be 
value added,” said Yates, refer¬ 
ring to a program that trains 
coast guards to protect their wa¬ 
terways from pirates and illegal 
fishing vessels. 

Whether it’s the African Part¬ 
nership Station, anti-HIV medical 
operations or other military-to- 
military training initiatives, the 
countries that take part generally 
want to build upon the partner¬ 
ships, she said. 

E-mail John Vandiver at: 
vandiverj@estripes.osd.mil 
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IN THE STATES 


Poll finds more concerned about job loss 



Craig Ruttle/AP 


Job seekers stand in line at a job fair at the Radisson Martinique On Broadway Hotel in New York on Wednesday. 

Unemployment recipients peak 


By Darlene Superville 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — As the economy 
continues to struggle, the public is 
growing increasingly concerned about 
losing jobs, not having enough money 
to pay the bills and seeing their retire¬ 
ment accounts shrink, according to an 
Associated Press-GfK poll. 

Nearly half of those surveyed said 
they worry about becoming unem¬ 
ployed — almost double the percentage 
at this time last year. 

The poll released Wednesday also 
found public support dipped slightly in 
the past month for the $787 billion pack¬ 
age of tax cuts and government spend¬ 
ing President Barack Obama signed 
into law this week on the promise that it 
will save or create 3.5 million jobs and 
reignite the economy. 

“I lost a job myself,” said Edd Win¬ 
kler, 40, a married attorney and father 
of two in Grand Rapids, Mich. “There 
were just too many attorneys for the 
amount of work we had coming in to the 
firm at that time.” 

Winkler has opened his own prac¬ 
tice, and says most of his work involves 
bankruptcies. 

Mariann Lewis, 55, of Stewartstown, 
Pa., says she was laid off this month 
from her job in a grocery store’s deli 
department. 

“It’s pretty sad when a food store lays 
people off,” said Lewis, who is married. 
“It’s not like people are going to stop 
buying food.” 

Lewis said she didn’t work there long 
enough to qualify for unemployment, 
and her family has begun using credit 
cards to pay for expenses, including a 
relative’s funeral. 

“We went through all of our savings,” 
she said. 

Winkler and Lewis are among those 


who are increasingly worried about 
their personal economic circumstanc¬ 
es, according to the poll. 

Nearly half of those questioned, 47 
percent, worry at least somewhat about 
losing a job, up from 28 percent in Feb¬ 
ruary 2008. Nearly three-fourths, or 71 
percent, say they know someone — a 
friend or a relative — who has lost a job 
in the past six months because of the 
economy. 

Support for the economic stimulus 
plan, which Obama signed Tuesday, 
was at 52 percent, compared with 55 
percent last month. 

Winkler said he wasn’t confident the 
program would create jobs, and thinks 
that those it does create will be low 


WASHINGTON—The number of laid-off 
workers receiving unemployment benefits 
has jumped to an all-time high near 5 mil¬ 
lion while new jobless claims remain well 
above 600,000. Both figures were worse 
than expected and new projections from 
the Federal Reserve show unemployment 
rising for the rest of this year. 

In other economic news, wholesale in¬ 
flation surged unexpectedly in January, 
according to the Labor Department. Whole¬ 
sale prices jumped 0.8 percent last month, 
the biggest gain since July. 

The Fed released a new economic fore¬ 
cast on Wednesday that reduced its growth 


forecast for 2009 and increased its unem¬ 
ployment rate projections. The new forecast 
predicts that unemployment will hit between 
8.5 percent and 8.8 percent this year, up from 
the current level of 7.6 percent. 

And in an appearance at the National 
Press Club, Fed Chairman Ben Bernanke 
said Wednesday that “strong and aggres¬ 
sive action” would be able to overcome the 
current recession and jolt the economy back 
into growth. 

But he said “if we fail... then the situation 
will continue to deteriorate.” 

— The Associated Press 


paying. 


Calif, budget raises 
taxes, cuts spending 


The Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. —The 
California Legislature passed a 
long-awaited budget early Thurs¬ 
day after an epic battle that in¬ 
volved several all-night sessions, 
sending the governor a bill that 
raises taxes and cuts spending to 
help close a $42 billion deficit. 

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
a Republican, praised the bill, 
passed by the Democratic-con- 
trolled Senate and Assembly. He 
came out of his office after the 
budget vote and disconnected 
a large deficit clock counting 
the number of days — 106 as of 
Thursday — that the Legislature 
had failed to act since he declared 
a special session to deal with the 
state’s fiscal problems. 

“I’m absolutely delighted about 
the budget passing,” Schwar¬ 
zenegger said outside his office. 

The budget deal flew through 
the Assembly less than an hour 
after it won approval by a single 
vote in the Senate after late-night 
horse trading to win over a final 


Republican vote. 

The package included a com¬ 
bination of spending cuts, tax in¬ 
creases and borrowing, intended 
to close a projected multi-billion 
dollar deficit and avert fiscal di¬ 
saster for the state. 

Senate leaders secured the 
final vote needed from moderate 
Republican Abel Maldonado in 
late-night negotiations by agree¬ 
ing to his demands for election 
changes, government reform and 
removal of a gas tax increase, 
giving them the two-thirds vote 
needed to pass the package. 

To win Maldonado’s support, 
legislators agreed to ask voters to 
revise the state’s constitution to 
allow open primaries for legisla¬ 
tive, congressional and guberna¬ 
torial elections. 

Leaders also met Maldonado’s 
demands to remove a provision to 
increase the gas tax, freeze leg¬ 
islators’ salaries in deficit budget 
years and to eliminate new office 
furniture budgeted for the state 
controller. 



Rich Pedroncelli/AP 


The state budget, hammered out 
by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger 
and legislative leaders, passed 
early Thursday. 


Donovan urges lenders to 
help housing plan succeed 


The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Housing 
Secretary Shaun Donovan said 
Thursday it’s critically important 
that banks and lending institu¬ 
tions “step up to the plate” to help 
make certain the Obama admin¬ 
istration’s new home foreclosure 
initiative succeeds. 

“This started as a mortgage cri¬ 
sis but it’s become a jobs crisis,” 
Donovan said, speaking a day 
after President Barack Obama 
announced a $75 billion program 
aimed at a problem many ana¬ 
lysts say has been at the heart of 
the country’s economic tailspin. 

In addition to the new mortgage 
lifeline for millions of Americans 
on the brink of foreclosure, the 
administration on Wednesday 
announced another $200 bil¬ 
lion in government assistance to 
mortgage giants Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac, the largest makers 
of home mortgages in America. 

It’s all part of a stepped-up effort 
to encourage lending institutions 
to refinance homes for millions 
of homeowners considered to be 
“under water” — properties held 


by people whose mortgage pay¬ 
ments exceed the value of their 
homes. 

Interviewed Thursday on NBC’s 
“Today” show, Donovan said the 
administration feels certain there 
are sufficient requirements to en¬ 
sure heavy bank refinancing, say¬ 
ing that could “tip the balance for 
millions of homeowners.” 

Sheila Bair, chairman of the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Com¬ 
pany, said: “There will still be 
some borrowers who lose their 
homes to foreclosure. Some of that 
will be inevitable. But this should 
have a significant reduction in the 
foreclosure rate, bringing it more 
in line with historical levels.” 

Bair, who appeared on ABC’s 
“Good Morning America,” said 
that as a person making regular 
mortgage payments herself, she 
understands the resentment of 
homeowners with safe loans who 
feel others are being rewarded for 
risky behavior. She said, however, 
that the plan would help many, 
and that’s appropriate at a time of 
plunging home prices. 
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Alleged 
KKK leader 
indicted 
in murder 


Smoker’s widow to get $8 million 


By Curt Anderson 

The Associated Press 

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. — While one 
Florida jury neared its decision that Philip Mor¬ 
ris must pay a smoker’s widow $8 million in 
damages, another panel was being selected in 
the same courtroom for the next tobacco case 
before the same judge. 

The second of 8,000 similar Florida lawsuits 
filed against tobacco companies by Florida 
smokers and their families begins Thursday. 

In the first one, six jurors deliberated over 
two days before returning the award Wednes¬ 
day for Elaine Hess, 63, whose husband, Stuart 
Hess, died in 1997 at age 55 after decades as a 
chain smoker. 

The Broward County jury’s verdict marked 
a defeat for Richmond, Va.-based Philip Mor¬ 
ris, a unit of Altria Group, and could set the 
standard for the rest of the cases. Even though 
the amount is far below the $130 million Hess’ 
lawyers sought, experts said it’s significant 
because tobacco companies still rarely lose in 
the courts — and could mean hundreds of mil¬ 


lions of dollars in liability, if not more, from all 
the other Florida cases. 

“It is still a serious blow to Philip Morris,” 
said Edward L. Sweda Jr., 
attorney for the Tobacco 
Products Liability Project 
at Northeastern Univer¬ 
sity law school. 

“This jury saw through 
the smoke screen of Philip 
Morris’ ‘blame-the-smok¬ 
er-for-smoking’ defense 
and instead put its focus 
on the company’s repre¬ 
hensible conduct.” 

Hess said she is elated 
by the outcome. “It wasn’t 
about the money from the 
beginning,” Hess said after the verdict. “It was 
about doing the right thing. I just really hope 
this can help all the thousands of families who 
have also suffered.” 

Philip Morris will ask Circuit Judge Jef¬ 
frey Streitfeld — Broward’s self-styled “to¬ 
bacco judge” with about 350 cases on his 



Hess 


docket — to throw out the $5 million punitive 
award and reduce the $3 million in compen¬ 
satory damages. 

The company also will appeal the jury’s key 
finding that Hess’ husband, a 40-year smoker, 
was hopelessly addicted to cigarettes and inca¬ 
pable of quitting. 

The jury did find that Stuart Hess was 58 
percent responsible for the cigarette addiction 
that led to his death. If Philip Morris prevails 
on appeal, that could cut the compensatory 
damage award from $3 million to about $1.3 
million. 

The Hess case has been closely watched by 
the tobacco industry and by the thousands of 
other Florida smokers and survivors who have 
sued. Although it does not directly control the 
outcome of the other lawsuits, the Hess case 
could signal how many of them will turn out. 

The original Florida lawsuit was filed in 
1994 by a Miami Beach pediatrician, Dr. 
Howard Engle, who had smoked for decades 
and couldn’t quit. The class of smokers was 
estimated at up to 700,000 when the giant 
$145 billion award was issued in 2000. 


New York Post cartoon stirs outrage 



Craig Ruttle/AP 

New York state Sen. Eric Adams stands in front of the New York Post building holding a cartoon that ran 
in the Post on Wednesday. Some have interpreted the cartoon as comparing President Barack Obama to 
a violent chimpanzee gunned down by police. 


By Karen Matthews 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A New York 
Post cartoon that some have in¬ 
terpreted as comparing President 
Barack Obama to a violent chim¬ 
panzee gunned down by police 
drew outrage Wednesday from 
civil rights leaders and elect¬ 
ed officials who said it echoed 
racist stereotypes of blacks as 
monkeys. 

The cartoon in Wednesday’s 
Post by Sean Delonas shows two 
police officers, one with a smok¬ 
ing gun, standing over the body of 
a bullet-riddled chimp. The cap¬ 
tion reads: “They’ll have to find 
someone else to write the next 
stimulus bill.” 

The cartoon refers to a chim¬ 
panzee named Travis who was 
killed Monday by police in Stam¬ 
ford, Conn., after it mauled a 
friend of its owner. 

Some critics called the car¬ 
toon racist and said it trivialized 
a tragedy in which a woman was 
disfigured and a chimpanzee 
killed. Others said the cartoon 
suggests that Obama should be 
assassinated. Many urged a boy¬ 
cott of the Post and the compa¬ 
nies that advertise in it. 

“How could the Post let this car¬ 
toon pass as satire?” said Barbara 
Ciara, president of the National 
Association of Black Journalists. 
“To compare the nation’s first 
African-American commander 
in chief to a dead chimpanzee is 
nothing short of racist drivel.” 

State Sen. Eric Adams called it 
a “throwback to the days” when 
black men were lynched. 

The Rev. A1 Sharpton called 
the cartoon “troubling at best 
given the historic racist attacks of 
African-Americans as being syn¬ 
onymous with monkeys.” 

The cartoon set off a furious 
response against the Post. Its 
phones rang all day with angry 
callers. Protesters picketed the 
tabloid’s Manhattan offices, de¬ 
manding an apology and a boy¬ 
cott and chanting “shut the Post 


down.” 

Col Allan, editor-in-chief of the 
Post, defended the work. 

“The cartoon is a clear parody 
of a current news event, to wit the 
shooting of a violent chimpanzee 
in Connecticut,” Allan said in 
a statement. “It broadly mocks 
Washington’s efforts to revive 
the economy. Again, A1 Sharpton 
reveals himself as nothing more 
than a publicity opportunist.” 

The cartoon drew hundreds 
of comments on the Internet in¬ 
cluding at the liberal Huffington 
Post, where columnist Sam Stein 


wrote: “At its most benign, the 
cartoon suggests that the stimu¬ 
lus bill was so bad, monkeys may 
as well have written it. Most pro¬ 
vocatively, it compares the presi¬ 
dent to a rabid chimp.” 

White House Press Secretary 
Robert Gibbs declined comment. 

“I have not seen the cartoon,” 
he told reporters aboard Air 
Force One as Obama returned to 
Washington from Arizona, where 
he announced his plan to deal 
with the foreclosure crisis. “But 
I don’t think it’s altogether news¬ 
worthy reading the New York 


Post.” 

It is not the first time that De¬ 
lonas, the longtime cartoonist for 
the Post’s Page Six, has raised 
eyebrows with a heavy-handed 
caricature. 

An earlier Delonas cartoon 
made fun of Paul McCartney’s 
ex-wife Heather Mills for having 
only one leg, and another com¬ 
pared gay people seeking mar¬ 
riage licenses to sheep lovers. In 
a cartoon last month, an enor¬ 
mous Jessica Simpson dumps 
boyfriend Tony Romo for Ronald 
McDonald. 


By Kevin McGill 

The Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS — The al¬ 
leged leader of a Ku Klux Klan 
group was indicted on a second- 
degree murder charge Wednes¬ 
day in the shooting death of an 
Oklahoma woman who police said 
was killed during an initiation in 
south Louisiana. 

A grand jury indicted Ray¬ 
mond Foster, 44, and three other 
suspected group members in the 
death of Cynthia Lynch, 43, of 
Tulsa, Okla. She was recruited to 
join the group 
over the In¬ 
ternet and 
was shot to 
death when 
a disagree¬ 
ment arose 
during an 
initiation in 
November, 
authorities 
have said. 

Foster’s Foster 

son Shane, 

20, and an¬ 
other suspect were indicted on an 
obstruction of justice charge by 
the grand jury meeting about 30 
miles north of New Orleans in St. 
Tammany Parish. A fourth sus¬ 
pect was charged as an accessory 
after the fact. 

Four others arrested in the case 
were not indicted. 

Investigators said they found 
weapons, Confederate flags and 
six Klan robes at the campsite 
where Lynch was killed. 

All the suspects are from Wash¬ 
ington Parish, where the Klan 
flourished in the 1960s. Now, 
however, the KKK is considered 
weak and loosely organized at the 
local and national levels. 

Lynch’s former attorney had 
described her as lonely and 
troubled and said she may have 
sought a sense of belonging with 
the group — referred to it at times 
as the Sons of Dixie or the Dixie 
Brotherhood. Investigators said 
in November that statements from 
suspects suggested Lynch didn’t 
get along with Raymond Foster 
and was shot after she asked to 
be taken away from the initiation 
site, a remote camp in northern 
St. Tammany Parish, near the 
Washington Parish line. 

In November, Sheriff Jack 
Strain said an investigation began 
soon after the shooting when two 
members of the group went to a 
convenience store and asked a 
clerk how to remove blood from 
clothing. She notified the sheriff’s 
office. 

Foster would face mandatory 
life in prison if convicted on the 
second-degree murder charge. 
His attorney did not return a call 
for comment Wednesday. 

Franky Stafford, 21, was also 
indicted on an obstruction of 
justice charge, which carries a 
maximum of 40 years in prison. 
Danielle Jones, 24, was indicted 
on the accessory charge, which 
carries a maximum sentence of 
five years. 
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Geronimo’s kin 
sue to recover 
leader’s remains 



Bruce Chambers, Orange County (Calif.) Register/AP 


The Orange County Sheriffs Bomb Squad and the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives set off a sample explo¬ 
sion at the Sheriff Training Facility in Orange, Calif., on Wednesday. 

Police make bang in 
stolen explosives case 


By Stephanie Reitz 

The Associated Press 

HARTFORD, Conn. — Geroni¬ 
mo’s descendants have sued Skull 
and Bones — the secret society at 
Yale University linked to presi¬ 
dents and other powerful figures 
— claiming that its members 
stole the remains of the legendary 
Apache leader decades ago and 
have kept them ever since. 

The federal lawsuit filed in 
Washington on Tuesday — the 
100th anniversary of Geronimo’s 
death — also names the univer¬ 
sity and the federal government. 

Geronimo’s great-grandson 
Harlyn Geronimo said his family 
believes Skull and Bones mem¬ 
bers took some of the remains in 
1918 from a burial plot in Fort Sill, 
Okla., to keep in its New Haven 
clubhouse, a crypt. The alleged 
graverobbing is a longstanding 
legend that gained some validity 
in recent years with the discovery 
of a letter from a club member 
that described the theft. 

“I believe strongly from my 
heart that his spirit was never re¬ 
leased,” Harlyn Geronimo said. 

Both Presidents Bush, Mas¬ 
sachusetts Sen. John Kerry and 
many others in powerful govern¬ 
ment and industry positions are 
members of the society, which is 
not affiliated with the university. 

After years of famously fight¬ 
ing the U.S. and Mexican armies, 
Geronimo and 35 warriors sur¬ 
rendered to Gen. Nelson A. Miles 
near the Arizona-New Mexico 
border in 1886. Geronimo was 
eventually sent to Fort Sill and 
died at the Army outpost of pneu¬ 
monia in 1909. 

According to lore, members of 
Skull and Bones — including for¬ 


mer President George W. Bush’s 
grandfather, Prescott Bush — dug 
up his grave when a group of 
Army volunteers from Yale were 
stationed at the fort during World 
War I, taking his skull and some 
of his bones. 

Harlyn Geronimo, 61, wants 
those remains and any held by the 
federal government turned over 
to the family so they can be rebur¬ 
ied near the Indian leader’s birth¬ 
place in southern New Mexico’s 
Gila Wilderness. 

Their lawsuit also names Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama, Defense 
Secretary Robert Gates and 
Army Secretary Pete Geren as 
defendants. 

“I want them to understand 
we mean business,” said Harlyn 
Geronimo, who lives in New Mex¬ 
ico. “We’re very serious. We’re 
tired of waiting and we’re coming 
after them.” 

Neither members of Skull and 
Bones, who closely guard their 
secrecy, nor the Russell Trust As¬ 
sociation, the organization’s busi¬ 
ness arm for tax purposes, could 
not be reached for comment. 

Justice Department spokesman 
Andrew Ames said the govern¬ 
ment will “review the complaint 
and respond in court at the appro¬ 
priate time.” 

Fort Sill spokeswoman Nancy 
Elliot declined to discuss the law¬ 
suit, but said officials have always 
maintained there is no evidence 
supporting the descendants’ 
claims. 

Yale officials declined to com¬ 
ment Wednesday, saying they had 
not yet seen the lawsuit. Spokes¬ 
man Tom Conroy noted the Skull 
and Bones crypt is not on Yale 
property. 


By Gillian Flaccus 

the Associated Press 

ORANGE, Calif. — When 150 
pounds of highly unstable com¬ 
mercial-grade dynamite went 
missing, officials knew just what 
to do: Blow something up to dem¬ 
onstrate how dangerous high ex¬ 
plosives can be. 

Federal and local authorities, 
hoping to trigger a tip after four 
months of fruitless leads, deto¬ 
nated one-third of a pound of dy¬ 
namite borrowed from the FBI on 
Wednesday. 

The demonstration, within sight 
of Anaheim Stadium and near a 
bike path, created a bright orange 
flash and a 40-foot-tall plume of 
smoke that quickly dispersed. 

Authorities have offered a 
$25,000 reward for help in find¬ 
ing who stole the explosives last 
year from a man who stored them 
in a locked container on a remote 


hillside near the Cleveland Na¬ 
tional Forest. 

“We’re bomb techs for a rea¬ 
son,” Orange County sheriff’s 
investigator Robert Mann said 
after the smoke cleared. “We like 
explosions.” 

Bomb squad agents and offi¬ 
cials with the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explo¬ 
sives insist the staged explosion 
will help crack the case — and 
say it’s a public safety issue. 

If the stolen dynamite were to 
blow up, it would create a blast 
450 times more powerful than 
the staged one and cause serious 
damage or even deaths, Mann 
said. 

“It’s a good visual and it kind of 
gets the message out there,” said 
Michael Hoffman, ATF spokes¬ 
man. “We’re going to keep our 
fingers crossed and see what 
happens.” 


Burris asks Illinoisans not to ‘rush to judgment’ 


By Deanna Bellandi 

The Associated Press 

CHICAGO — Sen. Roland Burris is pleading 
with ordinary Illinoisans to stop a “rush to judg¬ 
ment” amid growing fury over the new senator’s 
shifting accounts of how he came to be appoint¬ 
ed to the Senate. 

“If I had done the things I’ve been accused 
of, I would be too embarrassed to stand up here 
in front of you because you all are my friends,” 
Burris said Wednesday at a City Club of Chi¬ 
cago luncheon, adding that during his decades 
of public service there was “never a hint of a 
scandal.” 

Burris has announced he will no longer speak 
with the media even as a preliminary Senate 
Ethics Committee inquiry gets under way, Il¬ 
linois lawmakers ask local prosecutors to look 
into perjury charges and calls for his resigna¬ 
tion grow, even from his own party. 

“Our state and its citizens deserve the whole 
truth, not bits and pieces only when it is conve¬ 
nient,” Rep. Phil Hare, D-Ill., said Wednesday 
in calling on Burris to step down. 


Burris had been scheduled to continue his 
weeklong “listening tour” in northern Illinois on 
Thursday — scheduled before the new furor — 
but that was postponed “in order to hold private 
meetings,” his office said. An amended Friday 
schedule listed only events closed to the press. 

Illinois Sen. Dick Durbin, the U.S. Senate’s 
No. 2 Democrat, said Wednesday that “the ac¬ 
curacy and completeness” of Burris’ testimony 
and affidavits “have been called into serious 
question.” 

“Every day there are more and more revela¬ 
tions about contacts with Blagojevich advisers, 
efforts at fundraising and omissions from his 
list of lobbying clients. This was not the full dis¬ 
closure under oath that we asked for,” Durbin 
said in a statement. 

The Chicago Sun-Times added its name Thurs¬ 
day to the list of newspapers advocating Burris’ 
resignation, and called on Durbin to nudge him 
out “in plain and deliberate language.” The Chi¬ 
cago Tribune, The Washington Post, The State 
Journal-Register in Springfield and the Peoria 
Journal Star also say Burris should quit. 



M. Spencer Green/AP 

Sen. Roland Burris, D-lll., smiles after 
speaking at the City Club of Chicago 
Public Policy Forum on Wednesday. 


Doctor may not recall 
blast that injured him 

LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas 
— The chairman of the Arkan¬ 
sas State Medical Board has no 
memory of a bombing that se¬ 
verely burned him and destroyed 
his left eye, a family friend said 
Wednesday. 

Dr. Trent Pierce mouthed a 
simple question to his wife in the 
last few days — what happened? 

That question could stymie 
detectives hoping Pierce might 
provide leads into why someone 
placed a homemade explosive in 
the driveway of his West Mem¬ 
phis home. 

Astronomers say they’ve 
found meteor samples 

DALLAS — Two University of 
North Texas astronomers think 
they’ve found two pieces of a me¬ 
teor that alarmed numerous resi¬ 
dents when it streaked across the 
Texas sky on Sunday. 

“It’s black like charcoal. Un¬ 
derneath this crust the color of 
the rock is concrete like gray,” 
said Ron DiLulio, director of 
the planetarium and astronomy 
lab program at the University of 
North Texas in Denton. 

DiLulio and Preston Starr, 
UNT’s observatory manager, said 
they found the pieces Wednesday 
in a pasture east of West, about 
70 miles south of Dallas. They 
said the samples are the “size of 
large pecans.” 

Woman says Conn, 
chimp bit her in 1996 

STAMFORD, Conn. — The 
same 200-pound chimp who 
was fatally shot this week after 
a vicious attack on his owner’s 
friend also bit a woman in 1996, 
the woman said in an interview 
broadcast Thursday. 

The woman, Leslie Mostel- 
Paul, said Travis the chimp bit 
her hand and tried to pull her 
into a vehicle as she greeted him. 
She said she complained to the 
chimp’s owner and to police. 

Travis was killed Monday after 
severely wounding his owner’s 
friend, 55-year-old Charla Nash. 
Nash remained hospitalized 
Thursday with critical injuries to 
her face and hands. 

Lawyer: Religion not an 
issue in beheading case 

ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. — A 
Muslim-American television ex¬ 
ecutive accused of decapitating 
his wife remained jailed without 
bail Wednesday as his lawyer 
dismissed suggestions that cul¬ 
ture played a role in the crime. 

Muzzammil “Mo” Hassan, 44, 
appeared subdued during a brief 
appearance Wednesday in Or¬ 
chard Park Village Court, where 
his lawyer waived his right to a 
felony hearing. 

The beheaded body of Aasiya 
Hassan, 37, was found last week 
at the offices of Bridges TV, the 
Muslim-American television 
network the couple started to 
promote understanding between 
cultures. Hassan was arrested 
after walking into the police sta¬ 
tion in this Buffalo suburb Feb. 
12 and telling officers his wife 
was dead. 

From The Associated Press 
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U.S. fears N. Korea power struggle 



Ahn Young-joon/AP 

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton shakes hands with an unidentified South Korean government 
official Thursday upon her arrival at the Seoul Military Airport in Seongnam, South Korea. 


27 killed as ferry 
capsizes in Bangladesh 

BARISAL, Bangladesh — A 
small ferry carrying about 60 
passengers capsized on a river 
in southern Bangladesh early 
Thursday, killing at least 27 peo¬ 
ple, officials said. 

The 60-foot-long ferry — which 
was rammed by a sand-laden 
trawler — was towed to shore and 
searched for bodies, but authori¬ 
ties called off the recovery effort 
late Thursday, said local river 
port official Rafiqul Islam. 

Jury acquits defendants 
in Politkovskaya murder 

MOSCOW — A jury acquitted 
three men on Thursday of play¬ 
ing minor roles in the murder of 
an investigative journalist whose 
killing underlined the risks that 
Kremlin critics can face in Rus¬ 
sia. The main suspects in the case 
remained at large. 

The unanimous not-guilty ver¬ 
dicts ended a four-month trial re¬ 
garding the killing of acclaimed 
journalist Anna Politkovskaya, 
whose probing reports angered 
the government. 

Zimbabwe to pay troops, 
teachers in U.S. dollars 

HARARE, Zimbabwe — Zim¬ 
babwe has tried to combat the 
world’s highest inflation by wid¬ 
ening the use of foreign currency 
— the first act of a coalition gov¬ 
ernment that gave the longtime 
opposition control of much eco¬ 
nomic policy. 

Finance Minister Tendai Biti, 
a veteran opposition leader, told 
reporters Wednesday that some 
130,000 soldiers, teachers, civil 
servants and other government 
workers will now receive pay¬ 
ment in U.S. dollars instead of 
local currency. 

From The Associated Press 


By Matthew Lee 

The Associated Press 

SEOUL — Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton said 
Thursday that North Korea’s 
leadership situation is uncertain 
and the United States is worried 
the Stalinist country may soon 
face a succession crisis to replace 
ailing dictator Kim Jong II. 

Clinton said the Obama ad¬ 
ministration is deeply concerned 
that a potential change in Pyong¬ 
yang’s ruling structure could 
raise already heightened tensions 
between North Korea and its 
neighbors as potential successors 
to Kim jockey for position and 
power. 

She said the uncertainty may 
be contributing to a recent rise in 
hostile rhetoric coming from the 
reclusive communist state as well 
as the North’s apparent moves to 
launch a long-range missile. 

Her comments, made to report¬ 
ers during a flight to South Korea 
from Indonesia, were a rare if not 
unprecedented public acknowl¬ 
edgment from a senior U.S. offi¬ 
cial that the secretive nation may 
be preparing for a leadership 
change following reports that 
Kim had a stroke last year. 

Clinton said South Korea is par¬ 
ticularly worried “about what’s 
up in North Korea, what the suc¬ 
cession could be, what it means 
for them, and they are looking for 
us to use our best efforts to try to 
get the agenda of denucleariza¬ 
tion and nonproliferation back in 
gear.” 

“Everybody is trying to sort of 
read the tea leaves as to what is 
happening and what is likely to 
occur, and there is a lot of guess¬ 
ing going on,” Clinton said, refer¬ 
ring to talks between Chinese, 
South Korean, Japanese and U.S. 


officials about the situation in the 
North. 

“But there is also an increasing 
amount of pressure because if 
there is a succession, even if it’s a 
peaceful succession, that creates 
more uncertainty and it may also 
encourage behaviors that are 
even more provocative as a way 
to consolidate power within the 
society,” she said. 

Kim, 67, inherited leadership 
from his father, North Korea 
founder Kim II Sung, in 1994, 
creating the world’s first commu¬ 
nist dynasty. He rules the nation 
of 23 million people with brutal 
authority, allowing no opposition 
or dissent. 

His failure to show up last 
September for a military parade 
marking the country’s 60th anni¬ 


versary spurred questions about 
the health of a man believed to 
have diabetes, heart disease and 
other chronic ailments. 

South Korean and U.S. officials 
later said Kim suffered a stroke 
and underwent brain surgery in 
August. North Korean officials 
have steadfastly denied Kim was 
ever ill. 

However, state-run media 
made no mention of Kim’s pub¬ 
lic appearances for weeks last 
fall, feeding fears that his sudden 
death without naming a succes¬ 
sor could leave a power vacuum 
and spark an internal struggle. 

Kim Jong II is believed to have 
at least three sons: Kim Jong 
Nam, in his late 30s; Kim Jong 
Chul, in his late 20s; and Kim 
Jong Un, a son in his mid-20s by 


another companion. 

The eldest is believed to have 
been the favorite to succeed his 
father until he was caught trying 
to enter Japan on a fake passport 
in 2001, reportedly to visit Tokyo 
Disneyland. 

Clinton, who will visit China 
over the weekend, said she 
would be seeking advice in 
Seoul and Beijing about how to 
resume stalled six-nation disar¬ 
mament talks given questions 
about Kim’s health and who is 
now or may soon be in charge in 
Pyongyang. 

“Our goal is to try to come up 
with a strategy that is effective 
in influencing the behavior of the 
North Koreans at a time when 
the whole leadership situation is 
somewhat unclear,” she said. 


Key Israeli hawk supports 
Netanyahu for prime minister 


By Aron Heller 

The Associated Press 


JERUSALEM — Far-right 
politician Avigdor Lieberman en¬ 
dorsed Benjamin Netanyahu for 
Israeli prime minister on Thurs¬ 
day, all but guaranteeing he will 
be the country’s next leader. 

Lieberman emerged as king¬ 
maker when 
Netanyahu’s 
Likud and 
Foreign 
Minister 
Tzipi Livni’s 
centristKad- 
ima Party — 
which leads 
the outgoing 
government 

Netanyahu of “ the" 

10 election deadlocked and Li- 
eberman’s Yisrael Beitenu party 
placed third. 

On Thursday Lieberman ad¬ 
vised President Shimon Peres to 
call on Netanyahu to head a gov¬ 
ernment with Kadima and Yis¬ 



rael Beitenu as partners. 

But Livni swiftly dismissed the 
idea. 

“Today the foundations were 
laid for an extremist right-wing 
government under the leader¬ 
ship of Netanyahu,” Livni’s office 
quoted her as telling a meeting of 
Kadima members. “That is not 
our way and there is nothing for 
us in such a government ... We 
must be an alternative of hope 
and go into opposition.” 

A hardline government could 
freeze peace talks with the Pal¬ 
estinians, hurt Israel’s standing 
in the world and place it on a pos¬ 
sible collision course with Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama, who has said 
Mideast peacemaking will be a 
top priority of his administration. 

Lieberman made his endorse¬ 
ment in a meeting with Peres, 
who is holding consultations with 
political parties before choosing a 
candidate to form a government. 

If Peres names Netanyahu, then 
Netanyahu will have six weeks to 
work out a deal with other parties 
to create a coalition. 


Chinese enjoy artificially produced snowfall 



_ 


Ng Han Guan/AP 

Residents enjoy the snow at the Old Summer Palace in Beijing, China, on Thursday. China’s normally 
dry capital lay covered in a white blanket for a third day, with Beijing residents and tourists basking in an 
unusual, artificially produced snowfall. The snow that began early Tuesday was a product of cloud-seed¬ 
ing, Chinese officials have claimed. It is a method used by the government to induce precipitation to end 
a three-month drought that has gripped at least 12 Chinese provinces. 
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Adrian Wyld, The Canadian Press/AP 


Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper talks with President 
Barack Obama while walking through Parliament Hill in Ottawa. 


Obama talks war, 
trade in Canada 


By Ben Feller 

The Associated Press 

OTTAWA — Outside U.S. bor¬ 
ders for the first time as presi¬ 
dent, Barack Obama launched 
a brisk, closely watched visit 
Thursday with leaders of Canada, 
an essential economic ally. 

The president touched down 
late morning in Ottawa and 
headed into a day of meetings on 
touchy topics: the crashing econo¬ 
my, trade fears and the troubling 
state of Afghanistan. 

Under gray skies, a cheering 
crowd of more than 1,000 people 
greeted Obama as his motorcade 
pulled up to Parliament Hill. One 
individual carried a sign that read 
“Yes we CANada!” 

Obama shook hands with Ca¬ 
nadian Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper and waved to the crowd, 
prompting a huge cheer. 

Obama stepped cautiously in 
his first foreign trip, refraining 
from asking Canada to rethink its 
plans to withdraw troops from Af¬ 
ghanistan and saying changes to 
the North American Free Trade 
Agreement can wait. 

In a news conference with 
Harper, Obama acknowledged 
that he has said NAFTA does 
too little to protect U.S. workers 
and the environment. Canada, 
the United States’ largest trading 
partner, is leery of changes to the 
deal. 

Robust trade helps both nations, 
Obama said. Noting that NAFTA 
has side agreements on labor and 
the environment, he added: “If 
those side agreements mean any¬ 
thing, then they might as well be 
incorporated into the main body 
of the agreements so that they 


can be effectively enforced.” 

He said he hopes there eventu¬ 
ally will be a way to do so “that 
is not disruptive to the extraordi¬ 
narily important trade relation¬ 
ships” between the two nations. 

Obama comes bearing a pro¬ 
trade message to assuage Canadi¬ 
an concerns over protectionism; 
a promise of a new strategy in 
Afghanistan as Canada moves to 
pull out all its troops there; and 
talk of clean-energy cooperation 
as controversy hangs over Cana¬ 
da’s oil-rich sands. 

It is Obama’s first chance since 
taking office to command an au¬ 
dience abroad, let alone get an 
impression of the conservative 
leader Harper. The two had not 
met previously. 

Canada and the United States 
have the largest trading relation¬ 
ship between any two countries 
in the world. And for all the talk 
of ending a dangerous reliance on 
foreign oil, the U.S. depends more 
on Canada for imported oil than it 
does any other country. 

As Obama grapples with an 
economy in free fall, he has kept 
his focus at home. As if to under¬ 
score that urgent domestic tone, 
he isn’t staying the night or even 
sticking around for dinner in 
Canada. He will be in Ottawa for 
under seven hours. 

Yet that pace belies an agenda 
packed with sensitive topics. 

More broadly, Obama’s pres¬ 
ence signals a fresh start. 

“Canadians are gaga over 
Obama,” said David Biette, di¬ 
rector of the Canada Institute at 
the Woodrow Wilson Center for 
International Scholars. “It gives 
Harper a lot more leeway with 
the United States.” 


Australia wildfire survivors seek to rebuild 


By Kristen Gelineau 

The Associated Press 

WHITTLESEA, Australia 

— Survivors who lost everything 
in Australia’s deadly wildfires 
appealed Thursday to donors for 
more work boots and shovels, as 
their focus shifts from grief to 
rebuilding. 

Charities in southern Victo¬ 
ria state, devastated by the Feb. 
7 blazes that killed at least 208 
people, have been inundated with 
donations from across the world 

— from jewelry and toiletries to 
cutlery and cars. 

But as the thousands of fami¬ 
lies displaced by the blazes move 
out of relief centers and back onto 
their ruined properties, the need 
for food and clothing has been 
surpassed by a need for help to¬ 
ward re-establishing their lives. 

“There’s plenty of homes far 
away, but we want to be where 
our kids can go to school. We 
want to stay close,” said Marisa 


Australia fires among 
world’s deadliest 

Wildfires that swept Austra¬ 
lia’s southern Victoria state on 
Feb. 7 were the worst in Aus¬ 
tralian history and among the 
deadliest in the world. 

■ Feb. 7, 2009 — Victoria, 
Australia — Confirmed death 
toll stands at 200. 

■ Feb. 16, 1983 — Victoria 
and South Australia, Australia 
— 75 people killed, more than 
500,000 acres destroyed. 

Pegoraro, 47, whose family nar¬ 
rowly escaped being burned alive 
inside their home in the razed 
town of Kinglake. “The dona¬ 
tions of food, clothing — there’s 
an abundance there that won’t be 
used. We need a home.” 

On Thursday, with five fires 
still burning but under control, 
police raised the death toll after 
the remains of seven other people 


■ Aug. 19, 1949 — Bordeaux, 
France — More than 200 killed, 
250,000 acres destroyed. 

■ Jan. 13, 1939 — Victoria, 
Australia — 71 people killed and 
up to 5 million acres burned. 

■ Oct. 13-15,1918 — Cloquet, 
Minnesota — Up to 1,000 killed, 
250,000 acres destroyed. 

■ Aug. 20-21, 1910 — Idaho, 
Montana and Washington — At 
least 160 killed and millions of 
acres burned. 

From The Associated Press 

were identified. 

Officials said many of the 7,500 
people left homeless by the fires 
were living in caravans. Oth¬ 
ers are staying with family and 
friends or in temporary rental 
homes. This week, the Salvation 
Army asked people to stop donat¬ 
ing material goods, saying it has 
all it needs, though financial do¬ 
nations are still welcome. 



Rick Rycroft/AP 


Volunteers organize clothing donations as wildfire affected people search for usefull items in a distri¬ 
bution center in Whittlesea, north of Melbourne, Australia on Thursday. Charities across the region in 
southern Victoria state devastated by the Feb. 7 blazes have been inundated with donations from across 
the world. 


China probes kidney ailments in children 


By Audra Ang 

The Associated Press 

BEIJING — Chinese health officials are investi¬ 
gating a growing number of cases of kidney stones 
in babies, state media said Thursday, months after 
a tainted milk scandal in which hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of children who drank melamine-contami¬ 
nated formula suffered similar ailments. 

While the Health Ministry has not directly linked 
the new cases to dairy products, parents are blam¬ 
ing formula made by Dumex Baby Food Co. Ltd., a 
subsidiary of France’s Groupe Danone SA. Dumex 
insists that its products are safe, and health offi¬ 
cials said tests showed they are free of melamine, 
an industrial chemical. 

The China Daily newspaper said Thursday that 
the Health Ministry has asked all local health bu¬ 
reaus to begin epidemiological research on kidney 
problems in children, including checking their eat¬ 
ing habits and living environment. 

“We’re trying to find out why the number of kid¬ 
ney ailments among babies has risen drastically,” 
Ma Yangchen of the ministry’s press office was 
quoted as saying. The report did not say how many 
children have become sick, when they became ill or 
what triggered the investigation. 

A woman who answered the telephone at the 
Health Ministry said there was no official state¬ 


ment on the matter. 

The ministry’s investigation reflects govern¬ 
ment efforts to restore public confidence after milk 
tainted with melamine, used in the production of 
plastics and fertilizer, was linked to the deaths last 
year of at least six Chinese babies and illnesses of 
nearly 300,000 others. 

The scandal, which unfolded in September, was 
one of the country’s worst food contamination cri¬ 
ses. It involved the products of China’s biggest dair¬ 
ies and underscored the government’s problems 
with policing product quality. 

State media have said that officials started look¬ 
ing into Dumex because of overseas media reports 
last month that about 48 Chinese babies suffered 
kidney-related illnesses after drinking the compa¬ 
ny’s milk. It did not identify the reports. 

Dumex has insisted that all its products are safe. 
The Shanghai Municipal Bureau of Quality and 
Technical Supervision said over the weekend it had 
tested 932 batches of dairy products produced by 
the Danone subsidiary since mid-September “and 
all are melamine-free.” 

It also said no melamine was found in more than 
1,700 batches produced before mid-September, 
when the dairy scandal broke. 

Dumex’s main China office in Shanghai had no 
immediate comment Thursday. 
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Pixar reaches new heights 
with latest animated film 


From left to right: Mike Wazowski, 
from 200l’s “Monsters, Inc.”; 
“Carl Fredricksen, from 2009’s 
“Up”; Nemo, from 2003’s 
“Finding Nemo”; WALL-E, from 
2008’s “WALL-E”; and Woody, 
from 1999’s “Toy Story 2.” 

Photos courtesy of 
Walt Disney Pictures 
and Pixar Animation Studios 


By David Germain 

The Associated Press 

BURBANK, Calif. — With such 
smash hits as “WALL-E,” “Rata- 
touille” and “The Incredibles” behind 
them, the master storytellers at Pixar 
Animation figured they had nowhere 
to go but “Up.” 

That’s the simple, two-letter title 
of the 10th cartoon creation from 
Pixar. The makers of “Up” offered a 
sneak peek of the comedy adventure 
to Hollywood reporters who were 
so enchanted they groaned in disap¬ 
pointment when 
the viewing ses¬ 
sion ended half¬ 
way through the 
film. 

“Up,” with Ed¬ 
ward Asner pro¬ 
viding the voice 
of a 78-year-old 
curmudgeon 
flying to South 
America in a 
house rigged Docter 

with 10,000 he¬ 
lium balloons, promises to continue 
the impeccable track record of Pixar, 
whose releases all have been critical 
and commercial triumphs. 

“People always ask, ‘When are 
you going to release a dud?’” director 
Pete Docter said in an interview after 
showing the first 46 minutes of “Up” 
at the Walt Disney Co. “Every film at 
one point is a complete disaster, but 
we allow ourselves time to fix it.” 

The Pixar gang has brought a sense 
of human emotion to fantastical set¬ 
tings and characters with tales of 
playthings (the “Toy Story” movies), 
vehicles (“Cars”), insects (“A Bug’s 
Life”), beasties (“Monsters, Inc.”) 
and underwater creatures (“Finding 
Nemo”). 

With “Up,” Pixar brings the fan¬ 
tastical to a story set in the human 
world. The movie opens with a heart¬ 
breaking montage laying out the 



joyous little lives of balloon peddler 
Carl Fredricksen (Asner) and the 
childhood sweetheart with whom he 
passed his decades. 

Facing exile to a retirement home, 
widower Carl launches his house on a 
journey to Paradise Falls, a mythical 
South American land where he and 
his wife always dreamed of going. 

Carl picks up unwanted com¬ 
panions along the way: a zealous 
9-year-old Wilderness Scout who ac¬ 
cidentally stows away on his porch; a 
giant bird with grand plumage and a 
sweet tooth; and a canine who’s part 
of a gang of dogs outfitted with de¬ 
vices that hilariously translate their 
thoughts into English. 

Asner offered a mix of warmth and 
crankiness, Docter said. 

“We needed a grouch, but under¬ 
neath, someone you really felt for 
and really cared about,” Docter said 
of Asner, best-known as a lovable 
grump on “The Mary Tyler Moore 
Show” and “Lou Grant.” 

Due in theaters May 29, “Up” is the 
first Pixar film that will be released 
both in two-dimensional and three- 
dimensional versions. Computer- 
animated films are created in 3-D 
virtual worlds to begin with, so Pixar 
and distributor Disney are taking 
advantage of new projection systems 
that allow theaters to show movies in 
digital 3-D format. 

While Docter and his collaborators 
are in the final rush to finish “Up,” he 
also is dealing with a pleasant distrac¬ 
tion resulting from Pixar’s last movie, 
the sci-fi romance “WALL-E.” 

That film is the front-runner for 
the feature-length animation catego¬ 
ry at the Feb. 22 Academy Awards, 
and Docter also shares an original- 
screenplay nomination for co-writing 
the story for “WALL-E.” 

He has had to juggle his time be¬ 
tween working on “Up” and attending 
such functions as last week’s Oscar 
nominees luncheon. 

“It’s a good problem to have,” Doct¬ 
er said. 



Helen Mirren to feature in 
D.C. stage production 

Oscar-winning actress Helen Mirren 
will make an appearance on a U.S. stage 
this fall in a production of Jean Racine’s 
tragedy “Phedre.” 

The Royal National Theatre production 
will be put on at the Shakespeare Theater 
in Washington in September. The play will 
follow a three-month run in London. 

Mirren, who will play Phedre, made her 
reputation on London stages before win¬ 
ning the best-actress Oscar two years ago 


in “The Queen.” 

The play also features “Mamma Mia” 
heartthrob Dominic 
Cooper. 

Michael Kahn, ar¬ 
tistic director of the 
Shakespeare Theatre 
Company, says the 
wife of British Am¬ 
bassador Sir Nigel 
Sheinwald suggested 
the production come 
to the theater’s new 
playhouse. 


Mickey Rourke’s beloved 
chihuahua dies in his arms 

Mickey Rourke is headed to the Academy 
Awards both as a nominee and a grieving 
pet owner after the death of his 17-year- 
old chihuahua, Loki. A representative for 
Rourke, Judy Woloshen, said the actor’s be¬ 
loved dog died Monday night. 

Says Rourke: “Loki is deeply missed but 
with me in spirit. I feel very blessed that she 
fell asleep peacefully in my arms.” 

Rourke, who’s having a career comeback 
with his acclaimed performance in “The 



Mirren 


Wrestler,” was espe¬ 
cially close to Loki and 
is a longtime owner of 
chihuahuas. 

Rourke thanked all 
his dogs — living and 
dead — after winning 
the Golden Globe for 
best actor last month, 
saying “sometimes 
when a man’s alone, 
all you got is your 
dog.” 



Rourke 


Stories and photos from wire services 
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Mullen, coalition at odds over ‘Redux’ bonus 


A dm. Mike Mullen, chair¬ 
man of the Joint Chiefs, 
will not join a chorus of 
critics who oppose the 
$30,000 bonus offer made to ca¬ 
reerists in their 15th year of ser¬ 
vice if they agree to accept a less 
generous retirement plan. 

Mullen, in our interview two 
weeks ago, suggested the Redux 
bonus, officially titled the Career 
Status Bonus, is a reasonable tool 
to help hold down soaring person¬ 
nel costs. 

Next week the Military Coali¬ 
tion, a consortium of 35 mili¬ 
tary and veterans associations, 
will urge Congress to repeal the 
Redux bonus offer as a bad deal 
for almost any careerist enticed 
to take it. 

“The Redux bonus saves the 


government incredible amounts 
of money,” said coalition co- 
chairman Joe Barnes who also is 
national executive director of the 
Fleet Reserve Association. “But 
over time the value of that deci¬ 
sion is not very 
good for ser- 
vicemembers.” 

If Congress 
can’t find dol¬ 
lars to kill the 
bonus, the coalition will urge law¬ 
makers to force the services to do 
more to educate careerists on the 
value of retirement benefits they 
are trading away for near-term 
cash. 

A worse-case scenario is an en¬ 
listed member who retires at 20 
years in pay grade E-7 at age 38. 
The loss in lifetime retirement 


pay from accepting the bonus is 
$344,400, according to the Center 
for Naval Analyses. 

“I understand the issue very 
well,” said the JCS chairman 
Mullen. 


He recalled a conversation 
several years back with his late 
friend, retired Adm. Donald Pill¬ 
ing, then co-chair of the Defense 
Advisory Committee on Military 
Compensation. Pilling shared 
with Mullen data showing what 
a strong pull cash-in-hand had 
on servicemembers versus the 
promise of bigger retirement 


checks in their future. 

“Pilling said in their sampling, 
across the board, young people 

are going to take the money. 

You couldn’t make the case to 
the 31-year-old that [they would 
be forfeiting] 
$300,000, or 
whatever the 
number is. 

They’re just too 
young. They 
just haven’t kicked into it yet. ... 
Where he was headed with this 
was a compensation system that 
was much more affordable be¬ 
cause of this kind of provision,” 
said Mullen. 

“So where I end up on that is 
that I’m OK with” the Redux 
bonus, Mullen said, assuming 
“somebody is going to make a 
mature decision about what they 
want to do.” 


Military Update 

Tom Philpott 
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Indexes 


52-week 




Net 

% 

YTD 

52-wk 

High 

Low 

Name 


Last 

Chg 

Chg % Chg % Chg | 

13,136.69 

7,449.38 

Dow Jones Industrials 

7,555.63 

+3.03 

+.04 

-13.91 

-39.20 

5,536.57 

2,773.26 

Dow Jones Transportation 

2,765.88 

■37.74 

-1.35 

-21.80 

-41.61 

530.57 

294.30 

Dow Jones Utilities 

342.20 

-5.57 

-1.60 

-7.70 

-31.55 

9,687.24 

4,607.47 

NYSE Composite 

4,924.54 

■14.57 

-.29 

-14.46 

-45.73 

2,433.31 

1,130.47 

Amex Index 

1,341.99 

■22.47 

-1.65 

-3.97 

-40.73 

2,551.47 

1,295.48 

Nasdaq Composite 

1,467.97 

-2.69 

-.18 

-6.92 

-36.92 

1,440.24 

741.02 

S&P 500 


788.42 

-.75 

-.10 

-12.71 

-42.03 

897.37 

406.45 

S&P MidCap 

478.12 

-5.99 

-1.24 

-11.18 

-40.77 

764.38 

371.30 

Russell 2000 
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-1.33 

-15.27 

-40.40 

14,564.81 

7,340.74 

DJ Wilshire 

15000 

7,988.85 

■25.27 
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-12.09 

-41.93 
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i Amex ! 
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1 Key Defense Stocks 1 

1 Key Mutual Funds I 

Name 

Div 

PE 
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YTD 
Chg %Chg 

Name 

NAV 

Chg. 

YTD 

%Ret. 

Alliant Technosystem 

... 

11 

77.57 

-1.05 

-9.5 

Fidelity Invest: GroCo 

46.43 

-.24 

-5.2 

Boeing 

1.68 

10 

37.98 

-.45 

-11.0 

Fidelity Spartan: Eqldxlnv 

27.95 

-.03 

-12.4 

Computer Sciences 

... 

6 

37.88 

-.08 

+7.8 

Fidelity Invest: USBI 
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-.04 
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1.40 

8 
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-.92 
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Fidelity Invest: Grolnc 

11.24 

-.04 

-14.7 

General Electric 

1.24 

6 

10.86 

+.05 

-33.0 

Fidelity Invest: AMgr50 

10.41 

-.04 

-4.0 

Halliburton 

.36 

10 

17.01 

+.65 

-6.4 

Fidelity Invest: Ovrsea 

21.10 

-.02 

-15.9 
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.80 

18 

41.14 

+.40 

+8.1 
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13.51 

+.05 

-6.5 
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1.21 

8 

30.29 
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11 
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10 
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1.60 
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+.50 

+1.0 
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19.23 

-.17 

-5.2 
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1.12 

12 

46.13 

+.53 

-9.6 

DWS Invests: GroIncS 

10.01 

-.02 

-8.8 

Rockwell Inti. 

1.16 

6 

22.95 

+.05 

-28.8 
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13.85 

-.08 

-18.3 
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11 
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+.08 
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-.03 

-5.1 
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3 

6.49 
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29.10 

-.09 

-16.0 
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9 

44.85 

-.44 

-16.3 

Putnam Funds A: GlbEqty p 

5.55 

-.01 

-12.9 
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Fidelity Advisor T: OvrseaT 

11.25 

... 
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Exchange Rates 


Military rates 

Japanese yen (Feb. 20).90.00 

South Korean won (Feb. 20).1,436.00 

Euro costs (Feb. 20).$1.3086 

Dollar buys (Feb. 20).€ 0.7642 

British pound (Feb. 20).$1.47 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.4208 

Canada (Dollar).1.2478 

China (Yuan).6.8377 

Denmark (Krone).5.8548 

Egypt (Pound).5.5647 

Euro.$1.2737/0.7851 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.7518 

Hungary (Forint).235.18 

Israel (Shekel).4.0752 

Japan (Yen).90.32 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.2913 

Norway (Krone).6.9271 

Philippines (Peso).46.98 

Poland (Zloty).3.65 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7511 

Singapore (Dollar).1.5136 

South Korea (Won).1,388.30 

Switzerland (Franc).1.1702 

Thailand (Baht).35.16 

Turkey (New Lira).1.6615 

(Military exchange rates are those avail¬ 
able to customers at military bank¬ 
ing facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buy¬ 
ing currency. All figures are foreign 
currencies to one dollar, except for the 
British pound, which is represented in 
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is 
dollars-to-euro.) 


Precious Metals 


New York Merc close 


Gold.$977.70 

Silver.$14,288 


Interest Rates 


Prime rate.3.25 

Discount rate.0.50 

Federal funds market rate.0.00-0.25 

3-month bill.0.30 

30-year bond.3.55 


Sources: Bank of America, The Associated Press 


Accepting the Redux bonus 
gets more out of balance each 
year because it hasn’t been ad¬ 
justed for inflation. To restore 
its purchasing power back to 
when it was conceived, in 1999, it 
would need to be $38,500 today, 
said Peter Rossi with the Depart¬ 
ment of Defense’s Office of the 
Actuary. 

“The idea is to let it die a slow 
and painful death,” an official 
said. 

Steve Strobridge, director of 
government relations for Military 
Officers Association of Ameri¬ 
ca, said Congress ironically has 
cracked down on payday lend¬ 
ers who prey on cash-strapped 
service personnel but still it al¬ 
lows the Redux bonus to “bam¬ 
boozle” careerists out of earned 
retirement. 

For an E-7 who will retire at 20 
years, taking the bonus is equiva¬ 
lent to taking out an annual mort¬ 
gage on retirement with a 24 
percent interest rate, said Stro¬ 
bridge. The rate is 35 percent for 
an 0-5 who retires at 20. 

The debate over Redux is in¬ 
tensifying amid signs more mem¬ 
bers are taking the cash to get 
through hard times, reversing 
a steady decline in “take rates” 
since the bonus began in 2001. 
The Air Force enlisted take-rate 
surpassed 50 percent the last 
two years. Only 9 percent of Air 
Force officers shifted to Redux 
but that was up from 5.6 percent 
in fiscal 2006. 

Through the first four months 
of this fiscal year, 27 percent of 


Navy enlisted shifted to Redux, 
up from 24 percent in 2008. Five 
percent of Navy officers have 
taken the bonus since October, up 
only slightly, from four percent, 
in the previous 12 months. 

Marine Corps take rates have 
declined steadily through last 
September. Six percent of offi¬ 
cers and 18 percent enlisted took 
the bonus in fiscal 2008. Marine 
take rates for the last four months 
were not available. The Army had 
no take rates readily available or 
on file with the DoD actuary. 

By law, the services must offer 
the bonus in the 15th year of ser¬ 
vice. If accepted while members 
are in a war zone, the money is 
tax exempt. Otherwise, the pay¬ 
ment nets out at about $25,500 
for enlisted, with a bigger tax bite 
felt by officers who typically are 
in higher tax bracket. 

The decision to move from the 
more generous High-3 retirement 
plan to Redux is irrevocable. 
After 20 years’ service, High-3 
pays an annuity equal to 50 per¬ 
cent of average basic pay over a 
member’s three highest income 
years. Redux pays 40 percent for 
20 years’ service. 

The annuity disparity narrows 
for each year served beyond 20 so 
that, on retiring at 30 years, mem¬ 
bers under Redux or High-3 both 
get an annuity equal to 75 percent 
of high-three average basic pay. 

However, the High-3 annuitant 
is fully protected from inflation 
with annual cost-of-living adjust¬ 
ments to match the federal Con¬ 
sumer Price Index (CPI). COLAs 
for Redux retirees are set at CPI 
minus one percentage point. 

At age 62, Redux retirees get a 
one-time catch-up raise so that, 
for a year, their retired pay is 
equal to that of High-3 peers. But 
then Redux COLA caps continue 
into old age. 

Barnes said he appreciates 
that Mullen has to worry about 
balancing personnel costs with 
other readiness needs including 
money to modernize weapon sys¬ 
tems and to buy enough ships and 
aircraft. 

“That challenge is not new and 
it is significant,” he said. But the 
coalition wants promised retire¬ 
ment benefits protected from 
harmful choices. 

To comment, e-mail milupdate@aol. 
com, write to Military Update, P.O. Box 
231111, Centreville, VA, 20120-1111 or 
visit: militaryupdate.com 


Gas Prices 


Country 

Unleaded 

Super unleaded 

Super plus 

Diesel 

Germany 

Change in price 

$2,173 
+3.8 cents 

$2,292 
+3.9 cents 

$2,407 
+3.7 cents 

$2,395 
-3.3 cents 

Netherlands 

Change in price 


$2,651 
+3.7 cents 

$2,904 
+3.3 cents 

$2,707 
-4.7 cents 

U.K. 

Change in price 


$2,248 
-+3.9 cents 

$2,363 
+3.7 cents 

$2,351 
-3.3 cents 

Azores 

Change in price 



$2,357 
+3.7 cents 


Turkey 

Change in price 



$2,276 
-3.7 cents 

$2,264* 
-3.3 cents 

Italy 

Change in price 

$2,870 

No change 



$3,440 

No change 


Country 

Unleaded 

Super unleaded 

Super plus 

Diesel 

Japan/Okinawa 
Change in price 


$1,896 
+3.9 cents 


$1,999 
-3.3 cents 

South Korea 

Change in price 

$2,056 
+3.8 cents 


$2,290 
+3.7 cents 

$2,278 
-3.3 cents 

Guam 

Change in price 

$2,139 ** 

+3.0 cents 

$2,259 
+4.0 cents 

$2,379 
+4.0 cents 



For the week of Feb. 21-27 
* Diesel EFD 
** Midgrade 
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TIDE TABLES 


Saturday 


Location 

High 

Low 

High 

Low 

Japan 

Yokosuka 

4:18 a.m. 

9:14 a.m. 

2:25 p.m. 

9:31 p.m. 

Sasebo 

7:28 a.m. 

12:26 a.m. 

6:27 p.m. 

1:09 p.m. 

Naha 

6:09 am. 

11:30 a.m. 

5:05 p.m. 

11:59 p.m. 

Hachinohe 

3:20 am. 

7:03 am. 

11:59 a.m. 

7:58 p.m. 

Korea 

Cheju Island/Sogwip’o 

9:18 a.m. 

2:50 am. 

9:33 p.m. 

4:12 p.m. 

Kunsan 

12:51 a.m. 

7:48 am. 

1:58 p.m. 

8:55 p.m. 

Guam 

Apra Harbor 

6:55 a.m. 

11:49 a.m. 

4:34 p.m. 

none 


Sunday 


Location 

High 

Low 

High 

Low 

Japan 

Yokosuka 

4:37 am. 

9:50 am. 

3:13 p.m. 

10:07 p.m. 

Sasebo 

7:52 am. 

1:06 a.m. 

7:08 p.m. 

1:39 p.m. 

Naha 

6:35 am. 

12:06 p.m. 

5:48 p.m. 

none 

Hachinohe 

3:27 a.m. 

7:58 am. 

1:10 p.m. 

8:35 p.m. 

Korea 

Cheju Island/Sogwip’o 

9:59 am. 

3:54 am. 

10:07 p.m. 

4:55 p.m. 

Kunsan 

1:59 a.m. 

8:47 am. 

2:43 p.m. 

9:35 p.m. 

Guam 

Apra Harbor 

7:20 a.m. 

12:06 a.m. 

5:28 p.m. 

12:31 p.m. 


For tides at other sites apply minutes to Naha tides: 

Sukku, Ora Wan: -39, Sesoko Byochi: +11 high and low tide: 

Unten Ko: -7 high, -8 low, Yonabaru, Buckner Bay: -44 high, -42 low. 



o> 


a 

Changchun 

23/5 


Khabarovsk 

Q 3/-6 


Jixi 

14/10 

* 


Korsakov 

19/0 


9 

Vladivostok 

16/-2 


Pyongyang 

41/29 


Seoul O 

37/27 




a 

Busan 

50/38 


Nagasaki 

>51/43 


* 

Kagoshima 

62/47 


Okinawa 

Q 68/59 



Shown is Saturday’s 
weather. Temperatures 
are Saturday’s highs 
and Saturday night’s 
lows. Pressure systems 
and fronts are for noon 
Saturday, Tokyo time. 

AccuWeather.com 


Sunny P. Cloudy Cloudy Showers T-storms Rain Flurries^^Snow Ice 
Cold Front Warm Front Stationary Front High Low 


CANADA 


1 

EUROPE 

1 

MIDDLE EAST 

1 

AFRICA 

1 

LATIN AMERICA 

1 

ASIA / PACIFIC 


City 

Calgary 

Edmonton 

Halifax 

Iqaluit 

Montreal 

Ottawa 

Ouebec 

Regina 

Toronto 

Vancouver 

Whitehorse 

Windsor 

Winnipeg 

Yellowknife 


Sun 

Sun 

Cldy 

Cldy 

Cldy 

Cldy 


Hi Lo 

32 14 

29 7 

33 21 
-5 -10 

27 14 
24 10 
23 12 Snow 
15 -2 Cldy 
29 16 Snow 
48 38 Cldy 
12 -5 Snow 

28 21 Snow 
14 -2 Flry 

6-15 Cldy 


City 

Amsterdam 

Athens 

Belgrade 

Berlin 

Brussels 

Dublin 

Glasgow 

Lisbon 

London 

Madrid 

Moscow 

Paris 

Rome 

Warsaw 


Hi Lo W 

45 40 Cldy 

45 38 Sun 
32 29 Snow 
32 25 Cldy 

46 37 Cldy 
48 41 PCIdy 

51 36 Shwr 
68 50 Sun 

52 37 PCIdy 
61 32 Sun 

25 16 Flry 
48 36 Cldy 
50 38 Rain 

26 21 PCIdy 


City 

Ashgabat 

Baghdad 

Cairo 

Dhahran 

Islamabad 

Incirlik 

Kabul 

Kandahar 

Karachi 

Kuwait 

Mazar-e-Sharif 
Tehran 
Tel Aviv 
Zahedan 


SATURDAY’S STATESIDE OUTLOOK 


City 

Abilene, TX 

Akron, OH 

Albany, NY 

Albuquerque 

Allentown, PA 

Amarillo 

Anchorage 

Asheville 

Atlanta 

Atlantic City 

Austin 

Baltimore 

Baton Rouge 

Billings 

Birmingham 

Bismarck 

Boise 

Boston 

Bridgeport 

Brownsville 

Buffalo 

Burlington 

Caribou, ME 

Casper 

Charleston, SC 
Charleston, WV 
Charlotte, NC 
Chattanooga 
Cheyenne 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 


Hi Lo W 

56 29 PCIdy 

32 21 Snow 

33 23 Cldy 

57 33 Sun 

36 23 PCIdy 
47 23 Sun 

22 8 Sun 

50 30 Cldy 

58 36 Cldy 
43 30 PCIdy 

60 35 Rain 
42 32 PCIdy 
62 39 Cldy 

45 23 Sun 

55 31 Rain 

23 0 Sun 

46 30 PCIdy 
39 29 PCIdy 
39 30 PCIdy 
72 55 Shwr 

30 21 Snow 
29 18 Cldy 
28 12 Cldy 

42 22 PCIdy 

61 39 Sun 

43 27 Snow 
54 33 PCIdy 

56 30 Cldy 
39 20 PCIdy 
27 14 Snow 

37 20 Cldy 

31 23 Snow 


City 

Colorado Sprgs. 
Columbia, SC 
Columbus, GA 
Columbus, OH 
Concord, NH 
Corpus Christi 
Dallas 
Dayton 

Daytona Beach 

Denver 

Des Moines 

Detroit 

Duluth 

El Paso 

Elkins 

Erie 

Eugene 

Evansville 

Fairbanks 

Fargo 

Flagstaff 

Flint 

Fort Smith 
Fort Wayne 
Fresno 
Goodland 
Grand Junction 
Grand Rapids 
Great Falls 
Green Bay 
Greensboro, NC 
Harrisburg 


Hi Lo W 

40 22 PCIdy 
60 35 PCIdy 
62 38 PCIdy 
31 23 Snow 
36 16 Cldy 
69 46 Shwr 
57 32 PCIdy 
31 18 Snow 
67 50 Sun 
42 20 PCIdy 

27 12 PCIdy 

28 20 Snow 

17 2 Flry 

65 35 Sun 

42 27 Snow 
30 22 Snow 
53 39 Cldy 

43 22 Snow 

13-13 Sun 
16 1 Cldy 

52 18 Sun 
26 16 Snow 
47 28 Rain 
30 18 Snow 
64 46 PCIdy 

44 18 Sun 
51 23 PCIdy 
25 15 Snow 
44 22 Sun 
24 10 Snow 
51 34 PCIdy 
39 30 Snow 


City 

Hartford 

Helena 

Honolulu 

Houston 

Huntsville 

Indianapolis 

Jackson, MS 

Jacksonville 

Juneau 

Kansas City 

Key West 

Knoxville 

Lake Charles 

Lansing 

Las Vegas 

Lexington 

Lincoln 

Little Rock 

Los Angeles 

Louisville 

Lubbock 

Macon 

Madison 

Medford 

Memphis 

Miami 

Midland 

Milwaukee 

Minneapolis 

Mobile 

Montgomery 

Nashville 


Hi Lo W 

57 40 PCIdy 
67 41 PCIdy 
65 54 PCIdy 
90 62 Cldy 
72 46 PCIdy 
57 38 PCIdy 
49 21 Sun 
75 45 PCIdy 
86 69 PCIdy 
92 55 Cldy 
59 39 Sun 
52 40 Rain 
57 55 Rain 
71 49 PCIdy 


Hi Lo W 

36 25 PCIdy 
39 17 Sun 
78 65 Cldy 

60 39 Rain 
52 29 Rain 
32 18 Snow 

56 35 Rain 
64 42 Sun 
35 21 Flry 
39 19 PCIdy 
72 67 Sun 
47 31 Cldy 
59 42 Rain 
26 15 Snow 
67 45 PCIdy 

41 22 Cldy 
34 13 PCIdy 
49 30 Rain 
72 50 PCIdy 

42 24 Cldy 
52 27 Sun 
63 37 PCIdy 
25 11 Snow 

57 40 Cldy 

49 30 Cldy 
75 65 Sun 
54 30 PCIdy 
28 14 Snow 
19 6 Cldy 

66 43 PCIdy 

61 37 Cldy 
49 26 Rain 


City 

Abidjan 

Algiers 

Cape Town 

Casablanca 

Durban 

Freetown 

Kano 

Khartoum 

Kisangani 

Luanda 


Mogadishu 

Tabora 

Timbuktu 


City 

New Orleans 

New York City 

Newark 

Norfolk 

North Platte 

Oklahoma City 

Omaha 

Orlando 

Paducah 

Pendleton 

Peoria 

Philadelphia 

Phoenix 

Pittsburgh 

Pocatello 

Portland, ME 

Portland, OR 

Providence 

Pueblo 

Raleigh 

Rapid City 

Reno 

Richmond 

Roanoke 

Rochester 

Rockford 

Sacramento 

St. Louis 

St. Thomas 

Salem, OR 

Salt Lake City 

San Angelo 


58 35 
79 61 
70 49 


91 76 
83 62 
86 61 


w 

City 

Hi 

Lo 

W 

City 

Hi 

Lo 

W 

PCIdy 

Acapulco 

87 

74 

Sun 

Auckland 

73 

62 

PCIdy 

Sun 

Bogota 

67 

42 

Cldy 

Colombo 

88 

74 

PCIdy 

Sun 

Buenos Aires 

70 

63 

Rain 

Darwin 

90 

75 

Tstm 

Sun 

Cancun 

83 

62 

Sun 

Dhaka 

89 

72 

Sun 

PCIdy 

Havana 

80 

61 

Sun 

Hong Kong 

70 

66 

Cldy 

Sun 

Kingston 

86 

75 

Shwr 

Kathmandu 

86 

43 

Sun 

Sun 

Lima 

84 

66 

Cldy 

Melbourne 

72 

55 

Cldy 

Sun 

Mexico City 

75 

43 

PCIdy 

Mumbai 

91 

75 

Sun 

Tstm 

Nassau 

79 

70 

Sun 

New Delhi 

79 

57 

PCIdy 

PCIdy 

Puerto Plata 

82 

73 

Shwr 

Phnom Penh 

95 

75 

PCIdy 

PCIdy 

Rio de Janeiro 

88 

75 

Cldy 

Shanghai 

50 

49 

Rain 

Sun 

Santiago 

81 

54 

PCIdy 

Sydney 

79 

66 

Tstm 

Cldy 

Santo Domingo 

83 

68 

PCIdy 

Taipei 

78 

69 

PCIdy 

Sun 

San Jose 

81 

64 

PCIdy 

Xining 

54 

17 

Cldy 


SATURDAY’S FORECAST 


Northern Japan 

Day: Snow; windy, colder. High 29. 
Night: Snow to flurries. Low 18. 

Kanto Plain 

Day: Sunny to partly cloudy. High 50. 
Night: Partly cloudy. Low 38. 

Southern Japan 

Day: A full day of sunshine. High 51. 
Night: Not as cold. Low 43. 

Okinawa 

Day: Plenty of sunshine. High 68. 
Night: Clear and breezy. Low 59. 

Korea 

Day: Sunny and not as cold. High 37. 
Night: Increasing cloudiness. Low 27. 

Guam 

Day: Partly sunny, a shower. High 88. 
Night: A brief shower or two. Low 75. 


SUNDAY’S FORECAST 


Northern Japan 

Day: A little p.m. snow. High 32. 

Night: Snow. Low 20. 

Kanto Plain 

Day: An afternoon shower. High 52. 
Night: Rain. Low 44. 

Southern Japan 

Day: Breezy with downpours. High 62. 
Night: Cloudy with a shower. Low 44. 

Okinawa 

Day: Windy and warmer. High 78. 
Night: Spotty showers. Low 68. 

Korea 

Day: Rain and ice. High 46. 

Night: Partly cloudy. Low 21. 

Guam 

Day: Windy; a p.m. shower. High 88. 
Night: Clear and windy. Low 75. 


MONDAY’S FORECAST 


Northern Japan 

Day: A little p.m. snow. High 29. 

Night: Low clouds. Low 23. 

Kanto Plain 
Day: Cloudy. High 49. 

Night: Rainy. Low 44. 

Southern Japan 

Day: A shower in the p.m.. High 56. 
Night: Rain; not as cold late. Low 44. 

Okinawa 

Day: A shower in the a.m.. High 80. 
Night: Clear; breezy, humid. Low 68. 

Korea 

Day: Cloudy. High 45. 

Night: Showers of rain/snow. Low 29. 

Guam 

Day: Showers around; windy. High 88. 
Night: A shower late; windy. Low 76. 


SUN & MOON 


Sunrise (Seoul) 
Sunset 

Sunrise (Tokyo) 
Sunset 


Saturday 

7:14 a.m. 
6:19 p.m. 
6:21 a.m. 
5:30 p.m. 




Sunday 

7:13 a.m. 
6:20 p.m. 
6:19 a.m. 
5:31 p.m. 


New First 

Feb 25 Mar 4 


Full 
Mar 11 


Last 
Mar 19 


THE UNITED STATES SATURDAY 


Hi Lo W 

66 45 Cldy 

40 34 PCIdy 

41 31 PCIdy 

53 41 PCIdy 

42 10 Sun 
48 23 PCIdy 
30 14 PCIdy 
70 48 Sun 
44 22 Cldy 
48 32 PCIdy 

33 15 Snow 

38 32 PCIdy 
75 50 Sun 

34 24 Snow 

36 15 PCIdy 
34 22 PCIdy 

54 41 Cldy 

39 29 PCIdy 
46 17 PCIdy 

54 35 PCIdy 
38 13 PCIdy 

55 32 PCIdy 

53 37 PCIdy 
48 33 Cldy 
32 21 Snow 
26 12 Snow 
62 45 PCIdy 

37 19 Snow 
83 74 Sun 

54 38 Cldy 

43 25 PCIdy 
57 28 Cldy 


City 

San Antonio 
San Diego 
San Francisco 
San Jose 
San Juan, PR 
Santa Fe 
St. Ste. Marie 
Savannah 
Seattle 
Shreveport 
Sioux City 
Sioux Falls 
South Bend 
Spokane 
Springfield, IL 
Springfield, MO 
Syracuse 


Tampa 

Toledo 

Topeka 

Tucson 

Tulsa 

Tupelo 

Waco 

Washington, DC 
W. Palm Beach 
Wichita 
Wichita Falls 
Wilkes-Barre 
Wilmington, DE 
Yakima 


39 18 
73 44 


55 34 


76 61 

42 19 Sun 
50 27 PCIdy 
38 27 Snow 

43 30 PCIdy 
50 30 Cldy 



Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day. 

A, m ^ ** ^ \ \ Showers ^ ^ ^ T-storm Snow 

Cold Warm Stationary A & A \ Rain " *\ Flurries Ice 


For complete and up-to-the-minute worldwide weather information, go to www.stripes.com and check out the AccuWeather forecast. 



Sell it 


Free! 


Advertise your car, truck, motorcycle, 
boat, or bicycle in Stripes free! 

No charge! On us! 

Up to 7 lines of copy for 21 days - free! 
Call Classified today at 229-3276 

or e-mail us at classifieds@pstripes.osd.mil. 
individuals only - no dealers! 


Your Hometown Newspaper 

STARS^STRI pes, 

www.stripes.com 
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Thong-wearing 
robber sentenced 

f*f\ DENVER—One 
of two Colorado 
men who used women’s 
thong underwear to cover 
their faces while they 
robbed a convenience 
store has been sen¬ 
tenced to 12 years in 
prison. 

Joaquin Rico, 

20, was sentenced. He and Joseph 
Richard Espinoza, 25, pleaded 
guilty to the robbery. 

Prosecutors say the pair threw 
a large rock through the store’s 
window at 5 a.m., soon after the 
clerk opened the store. One man 
wore a green thong; the other 
wore blue. 

Prosecutors say Rico grabbed 
the store’s clerk by the neck and 
punched her in the face several 
times, breaking her jaw. He then 
collected about $100 from the cash 
registers, while Espinoza stole 37 
packs of cigarettes. 

Father sues water 
authority for $200M 

^ WASHINGTON — A 
single father is suing the 
D.C. Water and Sewer Authority 
for $200 million, claiming lead- 
contaminated tap water poisoned 
his twin sons as infants, causing 
them ongoing health problems. 

The water utility between 2001 
and 2004 hid elevated levels of 
lead from customers and fed¬ 
eral authorities, plaintiff John 
Parkhurst of Capitol Hill claims 
in the lawsuit, which seeks class- 
action status. 

WASA failed to take steps to 
remedy the situation, omitted lan¬ 
guage from public education cam¬ 
paigns that would have warned 
people about the problem and con¬ 
tinued to encourage residents to 
drink the water. 

The complaint comes on the 
heels of a study that determined 
hundreds of D.C. children might 
be at risk of irreversible IQ loss, 
developmental delays and behav¬ 
ioral problems linked to the lead 
levels. 

The Children’s National Medi¬ 
cal Center and Virginia Tech re¬ 
search contradicts claims by D.C. 
and federal health officials who 
said in 2004 that although lead in 
city water was at record-break¬ 
ing levels, they didn’t find any 
measurable ill effects on public 
health. 

More apply for help to 
heat homes this winter 

lily CHEYENNE — The 
If I state Department of 
Family Services said applications 
are up for a program that helps 
low-income people heat their 
homes in winter. 

As of last week, nearly 14,900 
applications had been received 
since August. 

Some 12,400 households have 
been approved for the assistance. 
Last year, 11,035 households were 
approved. 

Man doused with tequila 
and set on fire in dispute 

lyy WESTBURY — A man 
1^1 1 doused his friend with 
tequila and set him on fire as they 
argued over whether he could 



AMERICAN 

ROUNDUP 


spend the night to recover from an 
evening of drinking, police in sub¬ 
urban New York said. 

Epigmenio Garcia, 24, had asked 
the friend to leave his home in 
Westbury, on Long Island. When 
the man refused, Garcia hit him, 
poured tequila on him, and set 
him on fire with a lighter, Nassau 
County police said. 

Garcia took the victim, whose 
name was not released, to a hospi¬ 
tal, where he was treated for sec¬ 
ond-degree burns to his face, ears, 
neck and hands, police said. 

Garcia, an unemployed land¬ 
scaper, pleaded not guilty to 
charges of assault and possession 
of weapons — the tequila and the 
lighter. 

The Nassau County district attor¬ 
ney’s office said Garcia’s bail was 
set at $400,000 bond or $200,000 
cash, and an order of protection 
was issued, barring him from con¬ 
tacting the victim. He remained in 
the Nassau County jail. 

Suspect detained with 
wedgie and headlock 

IIX SALT LAKE CITY — 11 

W I took a wedgie and a head- 
lock to pin down a man suspected 
of breaking into a car. 

Yvonne Morris, a technician at 
the Brickyard Animal Hospital, 
says she chased a man who broke 
into a co-worker’s car, but he kept 
squirming away from her. 

Morris eventually grabbed the 
man’s boxer shorts and pulled. 


Salt Lake City police 
say she then she put 
a headlock on the man 
until help could arrive. 
The man was booked 
into the Salt Lake County 
jail on suspicion of vehicle 
burglary, possession of sto¬ 
len property and outstand¬ 
ing warrants. 

Audit: Millions for 
poor mishandled 



Here comes the sun 

The sun silhouettes seed pods as 
it breaks through the clouds over 
a woods in Zelienople, Pa. 


KY 


LOUISVILLE — The 
city’s Housing and Fam¬ 
ily Services Department mishan¬ 
dled millions in federal and local 
dollars meant to help the poor, ac¬ 
cording to an audit. 

The department is said to have 
failed to meet requirements for 
seven of eight federal grant pro¬ 
grams reviewed. 

The findings will be forwarded 
to law enforcement authorities, 
State Auditor Crit Luallen said. 

Families file appeal 
in English-only ruling 


KS 


WICHITA — Hispanic 
parents are appealing a 
federal judge’s ruling upholding a 
Catholic school’s requirement that 
students speak only English while 
in school. 

The appeal was filed by three 
families who sued the Diocese of 
Wichita seeking to end the policy 
at St. Anne’s Catholic School. 

The judge ruled that the English- 
only policy does not in itself create 
a hostile learning environment. 

Police credit Facebook 
in solving vandalism 


ME 


AUBURN — Three 
weeks after setting up 
a page on Facebook, a central 
Maine police department is cred¬ 
iting the social networking Web 
site with helping solve a vandal¬ 
ism case. 

Auburn police say three teen¬ 
agers broke into the spa last 
week at a Hilton Garden Inn. 
The teens ripped off wall tiles 
and threw them into the spa and 
hallway, causing about $1,000 in 
damages. 

Police posted images from the 
hotel’s surveillance video on the 
department’s Facebook page. 

Detectives then received several 
anonymous tips from Facebook 
users who recognized the boys. 

Longline fishing 
entangles whales 

m HONOLULU — Longline 
tuna fishing expeditions 
inadvertently hooked or entangled 
11 whales and one dolphin off Ha¬ 
waii last year, according to the lat¬ 
est federal data. 

But the actual catch was likely 
several times higher, because the 
figures reflect only incidents re¬ 
corded by National Marine Fish¬ 
eries Service observers onboard 
longline fishing boats. 

Last year, observers were aboard 
just 285, or slightly more than 20 
percent, the 1,314 trips made by 
Hawaii-based open-ocean longline 
fishery vessels. 

The dolphin — a spotted dolphin 
— died. 

The 11 whales were injured, 
including two false killer whales, 
and released. 



On the hook 


Fishing boat owner Robert Lane stands 
aboard the Isabel S docked in New Bed¬ 
ford, Mass. 



PrM qIi QPprip Elmore County, Idaho, emergency person¬ 
al doll OUcllU ne | wa |k away from a plane crash site west 
of Hagerman. The wreckage of a light plane 
that crashed on a flight to Utah was found in southwestern Idaho. 
Authorities believe pilot Craig Jewett, a Utah resident, who was alone 
in the plane, died in the crash. 



Thanks, Doc! 


Mustafa Ghazwan, 3, of Baquba, Iraq, 
plays with cochlear implant specialist 
Dr. Colleen Polite after she activated Mustafa’s implant at the Univer¬ 
sity of California San Francisco Medical Center. Mustafa was 2 years 
old and just learning to speak when a missile struck a neighbor’s home 
and left him deaf in June 2007. 
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Cowboy training 


Richard Cool offers feed supplement to cattle in Callaway, Neb. Cool is 
enrolled in the 100-Cow Program, which offers ranchers government 
loans of up to $300,000 if they complete a ranch management course. 
The class teaches students the best way to raise livestock and how to run a ranch as a successful business. 



TTnf Vi ra 11 pH Anna Maria Dirusso, center, with daughters 

rjllllll clllUU Sabina, 7 months, and Sasha, 3, listen as mu¬ 
sician Dave Fry leads an interactive concert for 
a room full of children and their caregivers at the Florence Griswold 
Museum in Old Lyme, Conn. Sasha is mirroring Fry’s motions — “el¬ 
bows back, tongue out” — for the song “A Tootie Ta.” 



Cool art 

Fluctuating temperatures along 
Back Cove in Portland, Maine, 
have created a series of natural 
ice sculptures. 



Daily bread 


Residents of Wilmington, Ohio, get their free boxes of food provided by the relief 
organization Feed the Children. Feed the Children is responding to the economic 
crisis by providing food to assist workers left jobless by the planned departure of 
DHL, based at the Wilmington Air Park. 


Army National Guard 
finds missing hikers 


klU BRETT0N WOODS 
— Two missing Cana¬ 
dian hikers were spotted by an 
Army National Guard helicopter 
and flown to safety in the White 
Mountains. 

Gabriel Fortin, 32, and Stepha¬ 
nie Desilets, 27, were reported 
missing after they failed to show 
up at an Appalachian Mountain 
Club center two days later. 

The couple was well-prepared 
with snowshoes and a tent, offi¬ 
cials said. 

Memorial planned for 
former health officer 


BIRMINGHAM — A 
memorial service was 
planned here for former Jefferson 
County health officer Dr. Carole 
Wilkerson Samuelson, who died 
from ovarian cancer at age 67. 

The pediatrician was the coun¬ 
ty’s top doctor from 1985 to 2002. 

Dr. Michael Fleenor, her succes¬ 
sor, said Samuelson’s legacy was 
developing access to care for the 
poor, especially children. 


Crow Indian activist 
dies of natural causes 


||J|T HARDIN — Crow 
I w I I Tribal Chairman Carl 
Venne, who sought to improve the 
lives of residents on the Crow Indi¬ 
an Reservation, has died of natural 
causes. He was 62. 

The Big Horn County Sheriff’s 
Office said Venne was found dead 
in his sister’s house. The state¬ 
ment said he apparently died in his 
sleep. 

Agents seize millions 
of pills in shipment 


ly ■ NEWARK — Federal 
I^IJ agents seized more than 
5 million pseudoephedrine pills 
at Port Newark in a shipment that 
originated in India and was headed 
to Haiti. 

Authorities believe it was 
bound for Mexico to make 
methamphetamine. 

The shipment wasn’t registered 
in advance with the Drug Enforce¬ 
ment Administration as required. 

No one was arrested. 


City police reverting to 
powder blue uniforms 


NEW ORLEANS — The 
city’s police officers will 
soon be back in powder blue. 

The light uniform shirts were 
replaced after Hurricane Katrina 
because too many shirts went 
missing. But officers said the 
darker shirts were hotter and had 
a paramilitary look. 

Police association president 
Michael Glasser said officers wel¬ 
comed the return to tradition. 


Phony cop a firefighter 
and corrections officer 


■Jir PORTLAND — A man 
I vlb accused of pulling over 
a motorist for tossing a cigarette 
butt out the window has lost two 
jobs — as a volunteer firefighter 
and as a corrections officer at the 
Maine State Prison. 

Gerald Michaud III, 20, of Gar¬ 


diner was issued a summons for 
impersonating a public servant 
and improper use of an emergency 
light, police said. 

Hundreds apply for job 
as water meter reader 

TACOMA — More than 
WlM 800 people came to the 
Tacoma Dome to take a test for one 
job as a water meter reader. 

Candidates will be notified of their 
scores and selected for interviews. 
The job starts at $17.76 an hour. 

Tacoma Public Utilities spokes¬ 
woman Sonja Hall cited a new 
online application system as well 
as the economy for the response. 
Normally about 300 to 400 people 
apply. 

Marijuana stash gives 
SUV low grass mileage 

I I^PSANDY — A stash of grass 
U I can take the place of a lot 
of gas, but it won’t do anything for 
mileage. 

A Utah man took his newly ac¬ 
quired used SUV to a mechanic to 
find out why the gas gauge always 
read half-full. 

The mechanic in Sandy looked 
inside the gas tank and found about 
35 pounds of marijuana in plastic- 
wrap packages that filled about 
half of the tank’s volume. 

Police estimate the pot is worth 
about $35,000. 

The Nissan Armada has had sev¬ 
eral different owners and was once 
a rental car. 

Paper mill pays $22,500 
in fines after explosion 

«j||| TOMAHAWK — A paper 
Ww I mill paid fines of $22,500 
after an explosion that killed three 
workers and injured a fourth last 
year. 

Packaging Corp. of America had 
a deadline to contest the fines, is¬ 
sued by the Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration. 

The company was cited for four 
violations including poor ventila¬ 
tion for flammable gases. 

Vegas housing agency 
has to return U.S. funds 


|UW NORTH LAS VEGAS 
— Authorities say the 
North Las Vegas Housing Author¬ 
ity failed to disburse as much as $2 
million in federal rental vouchers 
and public housing aid even though 
people needed the help. Now it has 
to return the money. 

Auditors determined at least 
$800,000 was misused, but City 
Manager Gregory Rose said it’s 
not clear yet whether crimes were 
committed. 

Plumber pleads guilty to 
stealing bathroom pipes 

QA NORRISTOWN — A 
Pennsylvania plumber 
faces jail time after using his skills 
to steal pipes from restaurant bath¬ 
rooms and sell the purloined metal 
for scrap. 

Daniel Rushton pleaded guilty 
to taking chrome-plated and brass 
pipes from toilets and urinals at 
restaurants in suburban communi¬ 
ties northwest of Philadelphia. 

The 30-year-old Clifton Heights 
man said he sold the pipes as scrap 
metal to support a drug habit. 

Stories and photos from wire services 
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Consider households ‘too big to fail’ 


By Rosa Brooks 

Los Angeles Times 

rother, can you spare $22 billion? 

Back in the Great Depression, 
the song “Brother, Can You Spare 
a Dime?” epitomized all the hurt that was 
going around: 

Once I built a railroad, I made it run, 
made it race against time. 

Once I built a railroad; now it’s done. 
Brother, can you spare a dime ? 

There’s been some inflation since the 
1930s. Today’s panhandlers don’t humbly 
ask passersby for a dime. Instead, they go 
to Congress and ask for a spare $22 billion 
or so. 

That’s what General Motors and Chrys¬ 
ler demanded Tuesday on Capitol Hill, in 
a form of panhandling that felt more like 
a stickup: “Give us another $22 billion or 
hundreds of thousands of autoworkers get 
the ax!” 

If the iconic images of the Depression 
were of individuals — a scruffy child in 
castoff clothes, a hollow-eyed mother in a 
bread line — the iconic image of the cur¬ 
rent economic crisis is likely to be that of 
the ravenous corporation insisting, every 
month or so, it needs just a few billion dol¬ 
lars more. 

It’s not that the crisis has produced no 
needy individuals. Early indicators sug¬ 
gest a sharp rise in hunger, homelessness 
and every variety of human suffering. But 
don’t think Congress is going to hand out 
huge wads of cash to the hungry or the 
newly homeless. In America, we only bail 
out banks and big corporations. 

It’s a sorry truth of modern human psy¬ 
chology that the more you already have, the 
more people will give you. In a classic ex¬ 
periment, well-dressed researchers posed 
as commuters who had lost their wallets 
and asked passersby for $20 to buy a train 
ticket home. Complete strangers gladly 
parted with large sums. In contrast, when 
the same researchers posed as homeless 
people asking for money to buy food, most 
either got a rude brushoff or loose change. 


The same holds true for charitable giv¬ 
ing. Most philanthropic money goes to 
institutions that are already wealthy (uni¬ 
versities with large endowments, for in¬ 
stance) or arts organizations with largely 
affluent “clients.” Only a tiny fraction goes 
to organizations that provide social servic¬ 
es to the needy. 

Apparently taking these insights to heart, 
many of the nation’s largest corporations 
and banks continue to hit up the govern¬ 
ment for trillions in taxpayer dollars. No 
surprise that they’re mostly getting what 
they ask for. So far, the government (that 
means you, girls and boys!) is on the hook 
for an estimated $8.7 trillion in assorted 
bailouts. There’s $700 billion for the TARP, 
$300 billion for Citigroup, $17.4 billion al¬ 
ready handed out to automakers, plus a lot 
of other bailout programs, most of which 
you’ve probably never heard of. 

As they say on the Hill, “a billion here, 
a billion there ... pretty soon you’re talk¬ 
ing about real money.” How real? That $8.7 
trillion is more than the U.S. government 
spent on the Louisiana Purchase, the New 
Deal, World War II, the Marshall Plan and 
the Vietnam War — combined. 

The theory is that bailing out banks, the 
auto industry and other corporate giants 
will trickle down to the rest of us. 

Too bad it doesn’t seem to be working. 
Those bank loans that were supposed to 
start flowing as a result of the TARP? They 
didn’t. The 20 biggest banks that received 
federal bailout funds gave out, on average, 
less mortgage and business loan money 
in the last quarter of 2008 than in previ¬ 
ous quarters. Credit-card lending was up 
slightly, but those same banks also jacked 
up interest rates. And there’s little comfort 
for those concerned about their retirement 
funds: On Tuesday, the Dow plummeted to 
pre-bailout levels. 

Don’t expect the auto industry bailout 
to produce better results. Detroit was in 
trouble before the economic crisis began 
because it couldn’t produce reliable, effi¬ 
cient cars that people actually wanted to 
buy. Its restructuring proposals do little 



to change that. The bailouts seem to be so 
much taxpayer money going into a black 
hole, and the business plans the companies 
filed Tuesday anticipate that they’ll need 
billions more. 

What if the government focused on bail¬ 
ing out ordinary Americans instead? Divvy 
up the $8.7 trillion estimated bailout price 
tag and Uncle Sam could send every sin¬ 
gle household a check for nearly $80,000. 
Who knows — maybe ordinary Americans 
would have put that money to good use, 
buying goods, starting businesses, sending 
kids to college. 

I know, that’s just a naive fantasy. Unlike 
the American bank, the American family 
isn’t “too big to fail.” So let’s keep giving 
handouts to those downtrodden banks and 
corporations, and work on some updated 
lyrics to the old song: 

Once I built a bank, it was such fun — 
sold credit default swaps by the million. 

Once I built a bank; now it’s done. Broth¬ 
er, can you spare a billion ? 

Rosa Brooks is a Times columnist. 


Tell us what you think 


Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on 
editorials and columns that are published in the 
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor¬ 
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must 
be signed, and must include the writer’s address or 
base and telephone number. Please limit all letters 
to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit letters for 
length, taste and clarity. 

Send your letters to: 


U.S. Mail: 

Readers’ Forum 
Stars and Stripes 
Unit 45002 
APO AP 96338-5002 


International mail: 

Stars and Stripes 
Roppongi 
Minato-ku 
Tokyo 106-0032 


Via fax from Japan: 03-3408-8936; 


DSN 229-3271 


Via fax from outside Japan: 

[Country code +81] 3-3408-8936; 
DSN 229-3271 


E-mail: letters@pstripes.osd.mil 


Doonesbury 


By Garry Trudeau 




YOU kMM, ffi 
BBTT.EROETA 
GRIP. FOF r OR 
um'RB 6QHNA 
LOSE THE CU- 
ENTS PO 
' HAVE! 


YEAH, J 
mUKSHG 
OF CAUJN6 
FREQUENT 
SMZKLttfZ, 


LOOKS UKE KYRGYZSTAN'S 
ABOUT TO GLOBE PGiVti THE 
US- BASE MMAmS $ER~ 
ZEKKI5TAN IS UNIQUELY 

posmcmp to replace ;r. 


Prickly City 


By Scott Stantis 
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Horoscope 

Take it easy. The moon goes void of 
course and even your strongest efforts 
may not seem to have the full force 
of your spirit behind them. There's 
no sense in getting frustrated — that 
would only diffuse your energy fur¬ 
ther. Relax and regroup. By this eve¬ 
ning you'll get a new idea 
that likely involves working 
smarter instead of harder. 

TODAY'S BIRTHDAY 
(FEBRUARY 21). You 
have a strong sense of what 
you can accomplish this 
year and you will achieve 
— so set your sights high. 

Your home life gets cozy 
and comfortable because 
of the efforts you make over 
the next six weeks. May and 
September bring dreamy 
romance. Surprise funding for one of 
your projects comes in June. Gemini 
and Virgo adore you. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19). 
It's likely that you're not giving your¬ 
self enough credit, or seeing the talent 
inside you that's so obvious to oth¬ 
ers. Seek the company of a nurturing 
friend, preferably someone gifted in 
the fine art of flattery. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). 
You can be a control freak when 
necessary. After all, somebody has 
to ensure a high quality of work, and 
you're the most discerning. Besides, 
with your charm you can boss people 
around in the nicest way possible. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). 
You're wise to stand back and watch 
events from the sidelines. Your obser¬ 
vations give you information you can 
later bank on. Let the drama unfold 
without making any major moves to 
influences it any which way. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22). 
Someone is in a position to choose 
you. Take precautions so you don't 
get overlooked. Be the most informed, 
dress in bright colors and turn the 
volume and clarity of your speech up 
ever so slightly. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You re 

always willing to listen to other peo¬ 
ple's ideas. This time, however, is dif¬ 
ferent. You didn't ask for advice and 


when you get it anyway you'll be in¬ 
clined to a minimal response. Ignore 
them and do things your way. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). 
Just for a while, give control over to 
someone else. That's hard for you, but 
necessary. Trust in the knowledge that 
the other person wants to succeed as 
much as you do. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). 

You're in the zone and 
everyone is lagging far 
behind. You might need 
to stop and let them 
catch up with you. Don't 
rub it in; everyone needs 
to travel at their own 
pace. While you're wait¬ 
ing you can catch up on 
your reading. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 
24-Nov. 21). Ask for 

help — it's perfectly OK. 
No one will think less of 
you. They might be a little surprised 
because it's something you don't usu¬ 
ally do, but this time it's very neces¬ 
sary. Not to mention that the person 
who helps you will be flattered you 
asked. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21). An old acquaintance is looking 
for you. They have news you would 
love to hear, and you need to recon¬ 
nect. Enjoy the contact with your long- 
lost friend. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19). What appears to be a frivolous 
endeavor is actually necessary to 
your well-being. You can't be all busi¬ 
ness all the time, even though that's 
how others see you. Don't be embar¬ 
rassed; just do it. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). 

Your thoughts are zipping at a million 
miles an hour. This leads to vertigo, 
not brilliant conclusions. Calm your 
mind. Fewer thoughts mean more pro¬ 
ductivity. Answers come in the perfect 
time frame. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). 

Maybe you could have been more 
thorough, but don't agonize over it. 
Nobody else is in tune with the min¬ 
ute details on which you dwell. Sure, 
perfectionism is helpful in certain situ¬ 
ations, but this isn't one of them. 

Creators Syndicate 
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Difficulty: Easy 

Fill in the boxes 
so that each row, 
column and 3-by-3 
square includes the 
digits 1 through 9. 

For solution, tips and 
computer program, 
see www.sudoku.com 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Repeatedly, in 
verse 

4 Sea eagle 
8 See 8 Down 

12 Winter woe 

13 Lunch hour 

14 Vagrant 

15 Polygraph 
detection 

16 Burden 

17 Santa's runway 

18 Brunch entree 

21 "Fall back" hrs. 
in NYC 

22 Infinitesimal 

23 200 milligrams 

26 X rating? 

27 "Humbug! JJ 

30 On 

31 Wilkinson of foot¬ 
ball lore 

32 Foolproof 

33 Favorite 

34 Lisa Simpson 
plays it 

35 Beeper 

36 DIY buy 

37 Scratch the 
surface 

38 Ice cream flavor 

45 Run easily 

46 Do what you r re 
told 

47 Have 12-Across 

48 First victim 

49 Pond organism 

50 Folk song mule 

51 Caged house pet, 
for short 

52 New Mexico art 
colony 

53 Take a stab at 


DOWN 

1 Dispatches, 
"Sopranos" style 

2 Impertinent 

3 Brass-section 
member 

4 Sign up 

5 Perch 

6 Ham's old man 

7 Provided an 
income for 

8 With S Across, 
six 

9 Sweater stuff 

10 Reed instrument 

11 Cushy 

19 Tide type 

20 Chaps 

23 Upper limit 

24 Wore away 

25 Deteriorate 

26 Monkey suit 

27 Foster 


26 You Lone¬ 
some Tonight?" 

29 That girl 

31 Anti-slippage 
surface 

32 Bollywood 
coverup 

34 Bracketed word 

35 Bamboo lovers 

36 Genuflected 

37 Chutney 
ingredient 

38 Criticism 

39 Kimono, e.g- 

40 Blunted blade 

41 TV handyman 
Bob 

42 Make it all 
the way 

43 Half a Jim Carrey 
film title 

44 Partner 
in crime 
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2-21 CRYPTOQUIP 


O’CS PSZHM QWNDL FZND WQ 
Z I W M A WQ YZFSH FPZF 
OL UHSSRA. O ISNOSCS OF 


YZL UZNNSM NZDS SSHOS. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: SUPPOSING SOMEONE 
CRIED “J MADE A REALLY BIG ERROR!” ... 
COULD YOU CALL IT A BLUNDER-STATEMENT? 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: C equals V 
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Stars and Stripes 


Saturday, February 21, 2009 


Guardian request is too much 


Dear Abby: Six years ago, 
my best friend asked me to be 
godmother to her beautiful little 
daughter, “Sharona.” At the time 
she made it clear that if I accept¬ 
ed, she and her husband would 
name me as Sharona’s guard¬ 
ian in their will. I was 
deeply touched that 
they would trust me 
with such an important 
responsibility and was 
happy to accept. 

As she has grown, 

Sharona and I have de¬ 
veloped a close bond, 
and I love her as if 
she were my own. Her 
parents have since had 
two sons, and although 
I am not the boys’ god¬ 
mother, they have now 
asked me if they can name me as 
guardian for all three. 

I love the children, but I am 27, 
single and live 1,500 miles from 
my family. I cannot financially, 
physically or emotionally take 
on the task of raising three chil¬ 
dren. If anything were to happen 


to my friends, I couldn’t bear the 
thought of anyone other than me 
raising Sharona. Would it be ter¬ 
rible if I turned down the request 
to also be guardian to the boys? 

— Godmother to One in 
California 
Dear Godmother To 
One: No, it would not, 
because your reasons 
are valid. However, 
your friend and her 
husband may want 
to ensure that their 
children would all be 
raised together if any¬ 
thing were to happen 
to them — which it 
probably won't. So be 
prepared in case they 
decide they want to 
make other arrange¬ 
ments for Sharona. 

Dear Abby: Could you please 
remind your readers that Hawaii 
is part of the United States? You 
would be shocked at how many 
times tourists have asked me, 
“Have you ever been to Ameri¬ 
ca?” And when I visit the main¬ 


land, people ask me if we have 
cars in Hawaii, if we live in grass 
shacks and can I dance the hula. 

A great way to get the word out 
that Hawaii is a wonderful, up-to- 
date place that happens to be the 
50th state in the union would be a 
“reminder” from you. 

I am proud to be an American, 
and I find these questions to be 
insulting. 

— Cheri-Ann in Honolulu 

Dear Cheri-Ann: Please don’t 
take offense. The questioners are 
not trying to be insulting. Obvi¬ 
ously, these people were absent 
(or distracted) on the day that 
their class in modern history cov¬ 
ered the fact that Hawaii went 
from being a U.S. territory to a 
state on Aug. 21, 1959. When you 
are asked these kinds of ques¬ 
tions, tell the person to go to 
Google.com and search on the 
word Hawaii. 

Letters for this column — with your 
name and phone number — should 
be addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers 
can write to Abby on the Internet at 
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby 
Universal Press Syndicate 


Dear Abby 




Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
□ne letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


BLEAC 
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NECTED 
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TIGULY 









THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Mike Aigirion and Jeff Knurek 



WHAT YOU MU5T 
BE TO CLIMB A 
MOUNTAIN. 

Now arrange the circled letters 
lo form Ihe surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: 

(Answers Monday) 

Vbsterdav^ I Jumbles: F0RCE SEIZE BLOUSE EXCISE 
^ | Answer: ]fs the reverse of success — 
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LJ 





SSECCUS 




Speed Bump 




V3 ULNCJfcfiL 


Qjfl tat* / LldE. 
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED 



Selling your couch, your 
car or your Stephen 
King collection? 

Sell it FREE in Stripes 
classified. 

Up to 32 words FREE for 
21 days! 


Free Ad Guidelines: 

• Free ads are available to DOD ID card 
holders only. 

• All free ads must be mailed, faxed or 
e-mailed. You may renew or make changes 
to your ad by calling 229-3276. 

• Free ads run for 21 days and on a space 
available basis only. 

• Please spell out each word. No 
abbreviations. 

• Item prices must be listed. 

• Free ads are available for private parties 
only. For information on commercial or 
in-home business ads, please call 229-3276. 

• Stars and Stripes reserves the right to 
re-classify, rewrite or reject any ad. 


Name_ 

Address_ 
Your ad 


Phone 


Installation 


Submit coupon to: Stars and Stripes, Classified Ad Dept., Unit 45002, APO AP 96337-5002 Fax DSN 229-3214, CML 03-3423-8257, E-Mail classifieds@pstripes.osd.mil 


Build Your Business for As Little As $21 a week! 

Stars and Stripes offers the most effective and affordable way to reach the military community overseas. Ad 
rates vary depending on the size of your ad and the frequency of insertion. Please contact us for details! 

Reach us! 

Phone us at: 

03-6385-3276 (Commercial) 

011-81-3-6385-3276 (Overseas) 

229-3276 (Tokyo DSN) 

645-7667 (Okinawa DSN) 

721-7146 (Korea DSN) 


Fax us at: 

03-3423-8257 (Tokyo CML) 
229-3214 (Tokyo DSN) 
02-2270-7141 (Korea CML) 
721-7141 (Korea DSN) 
645-7667 (Okinawa DSN) 


Mail us at: 

Unit 45002, APO AP 96337-5002 
7-23-17 Roppongi, Minato-ku, 
Tokyo 106-0032 Japan 

Email us at: 

classifieds@pstripes.osd.mil 


Deadline to place, cancel, or make any change to an ad is five(5) business days prior to publishing date. If the 
ad has a typographical error, Pacific Stars and Stripes' liability is to re-run the ad for one (1) additional day on 
the next available issue date. Any other problem with advertising must be filed in writing no later than ten (10) 
days after the first insertion of the ad. Ads cannot be run upside down or sideways. 

All Classified Advertisements Are Non-refundable 

Classified advertising is accepted from DoD personnel (private party ad Classified advertisements) and all 
organizations which provide a service of interest to the military community (business advertisements). All ads 
are assessed before acceptance according to the moral and ethical judgment of Pacific Stars and Stripes. 
Classified advertisements must be acceptable for our general 
military/family readership. Pacific Stars and Stripes has the right to 
return any and all ads considered inappropriate for publication. 





Club/Parties 340 

YOKOHAMA WORLD FRIENDS 
INTERNATIONAL PARTY, Feb 
21, Sat, 6:30-9pm, CLUB WHY 
NOT. Biggest International Party 
in Yokohama. Meet 150 people. 
20 kinds of free cocktails. Free 
Snacks. 3000 Yen http://www. 
worldfriends-party.com Call 
080-2001-0512 party @goover. 
co.jp 

Computers 360 

Yokota - 1 am selling a 

GA-MA78GM-S2H AM2+/AM3 
motherboard. 1 purchased it in 
the summer. It is in like new 
condition and tested fully work¬ 
ing. It will fit any AM2+ or AM3 
AMD CPU and features a 780G 
chipset. $50 obo. Call 
09064856797. 

Yokota, Japan - computer chair 
Computer chair in excellent 
condition. Adjustable height and 
arms, No stain, looks brand 
new, only used a few months. 
Asking $30 Need to pick up. 
Thanks for looking grey color. 
Asking $30 Please call 
858-368-6874 

Yokota, Japan - IMAC for Sale 
Apple IMac OSX for sale - in 
great condition and works per¬ 
fectly. We simply bought an 
upgraded version, includes 
speakers, mouse and keyboard. 
Asking $100 Please contact Tim 
at trim117@yahoo.com or at 
home at 623-734-9625. 

Yokota - The Print Shop Deluxe 
(Version 22) Opened the box 
and never got around to using 
the program. $49.00 at the bx, 
selling for $20. Jason Home 
(713) 490 0578, Cell 

08032519808 

Yokota - Wooden Computer 
Desk A Tan computer desk a 
few scratches but still in very 
good condition. $65.00 OBO. 
Call 901-273-9956 

Furniture 510 

Yokota - Bunk Beds A Tan 
wooden bunk bed you can either 
stack them on top of each other 
or side by side. Fair Condition. 
$65.00 OBO Call 901-273-9956 

Yokota - Dining room table A 
circle dining room table with two 
chairs. It is the same exact 
tables at the pizza hut eating 
section at the BXtra. A few 
scrathes but in good condition. 
$65.00 OBO. Call 901-273-9956 

Yokota - End tables, rocking 
chair, and more Two glass top 
end tables $10 each; platform 
rocking chair good condition for 
$25; swivel chair for $20; small 
heater for $5; upright vacuum 
$20. $20.00. 6143584904. 

Yokota, Japan - Sofa for sale! 
Light beige micro suede couch. 

2 years old. In great condition, 
easy to clean we got all new 
furniture when we arrived at 
Yokota and have no room for it 
anymore, asking $150. Must 
move yourself Please call 1- 
407-373-1371 


Announcements 


040 


Individuals placing classified 
advertising should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their property. 
Not all potential buyers are reputable 
or honest. S&S suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that potential 
buyers are reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the sale. 

S&S is not liable for the contractual 
relationship between sellers and 
buyers of merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the web site. 

Your Hometown Newspaper 

STARSlQfSTRIPES, 


www.stnpes.com 


Autos for Sale 141 Autos for Sale 


141 


Yokosuka - 1995 Silver BMW 
750IL for sale!!!!!! Left hand 
drive/ enclosed subwoofer with 
2 12" speakers/ new touch 
screen stereo DVD system great 
upgrades! Must sell fast! 
$10,000 or best offer!!! Please 
contact 08066632185/ 
08066632191 

Yokosuka - 2007 Silver Jeep 
Grand Cherokee Laredo-less 
than 10,000 miles in perfect 
condition for sale! This SUV is 
left hand drive with a state of the 
art Navigation system and will 
come with a low profile roof 
rack, custom mats and so much 
more! Too much to mention 
here. Only asking $19,500 OBO 
for this mint condition Jeep 
Grand Cherokee. You wont get 
a better price anywhere else! 
Call Ronnie at 090-934-71879 
or email surferjapan@gmail.com 
for further details. 

Yokosuka, Japan - 1997 Nissan 
EL Grand $2450 very nice 
8seater sunroof clean van great 
for family only $2450 please call 
080-5497-1787 

Yokosuka, Japan - Volkswagen 
Golf wagon 5 door $2250 Silver 
outside dark gray inside tinted 
windows very clean sporty alu¬ 
minum rims great safe family car 
at a great price asking $2250. 1 
year JCI left call 080-5497-1787 

Yokota - 1989 Toyota Surf. 4X4, 
Automatic, power 
windows&locks,A/C. JCI till Sep 
2009. Runs great,good solid 
truck, $1500.00 OBO. Call Rick 
@ 225-5855 or 080-3708-3257. 


Yokota - 1992 Honda Civic. 
Runs well. Plenty of room. 
Automatic transmission. Comes 
with new antenna and new 
radio. Selling to pay off debt. JCI 
till 10/10. $ 1200 obo. Email; 
John niola@hotmail.com 


Yokota - 1992 Nissan Gloria, 
JCI: Good 'til Dec 2010. $2000 
OBO...Price is very negotiable, 
just make me an Offer! CALL 
Craig at (623)-734-9619 or cell 
080384577823 or Jesse at (305) 
- 537- 5240, Cell 08035184639 

Yokota - 1996 Honda Odyssey, 
Blue Minivan for $2500. Runs 
great. JCI until June 
2010.CD/MP3 player, power 
windows/locks. A/C, 4 DR, A/T. 
86,000 km. Contact: 
javieralmodovar@gmail.com or 
call Javier @ 410-674-7038 @ 
Yokota AB 


Yokota - 1996 Nissan Skyline 
GTS-Four Door RB20E inline 6 
Engine, Automatic Transmis¬ 
sion, GPS System, Automatic 
Climate Control, Power Mirrors, 
Windows, Door locks, Tinted 
Windows. $1,500 OBO. Contact 
AJ @ 1 (904)328-2070 


Yokota - 1997 Mazda MPV 
$2500 JCI Oct 2010. Exterior: 
white & tan, mileage: 76,200 
km, interior: gray, extras: auto 
entry, auto start, new sound 
system, good condition tires, 
tinted windows. Alternate e-mail: 
ch ris7452 @ aol .com 

Yokota - 1999 Mitsubishi Chariot 
Grandis V6 Royal. No Scratches 
or Dents. Non Smoker. 7 
Passenger Van, Strong V6, 
3,000cc GDI Engine JCI 24 Jan 
2011. $ 4,500 obo. Contact 
1-801-983-0802 
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Autos for Sale 141 


Yokota - '95 Honda Civic 
PCSing must sell!!! 35K km, CD 
player. Great for driving around 
base. Very clean! JCI Aug 09. 
$1000 obo. Contact 
5093430778 


Yokota - 96 Nissan Cefiro JCI 
Exp Feb 2011. $1,800. Please 
e-mail if interested frankie- 
chini@hotmail.com ann. 
stanford@yokota.af.mil 


Yokota - Domani for sale It's a 4 
door, black, runs well, never had 
a problem with it 20 dollars will 
fill your tank up not a gas 
guzzler at all. Price is so low 
due to JCI in 3 months. JCI May 
2009. $500. Contact 

512-275-4912 


Yokota, Japan - 1990 Nissan 
Fairlady Z Twin Turbo / auto¬ 
matic JCI: 27 July 2009 19,000 
km (Re-Built Motor) T-Tops (Do 
Not Leak) Stitch 17" rims Tein 
fully Adjustable Suspension Stil¬ 
led Front & Rear Sway Bars 
Cusco Tension Rods Cusco 
Camber Adjusters Stilled Hicas 
Elimination Kit HKS Turbo-Timer 
Fluidize Transmission Cooler 
Howe Radiator 3" Apexi Cat 
back Exhaust New Tires Hawk 
Performance Brake Pads Momo 
Steering Wheel Silencer for 
Exhaust (JCI Purposes) Ken¬ 
wood CD Player w/ Remote 
Asking $1500 OBO Please call 
090-2826-1505 


Yokota, Japan - 1993 Nissan 
Cedric - 4door. JCI will expire 
Nov. 2010 nearly 2 full yrs JCI! 
Great Car! Runs great, good 
shape P/W, P/L, P/S. Good A/C 
and heat Also, in dash touch 
screen CD/DVD/MP3 player. 
Asking $2200 OBO Call 
1.313.347.1017 if interested, 
first reasonable offer gets it! 


Yokota, Japan - 1996 Nissan 
Skyline R33 GTS 4 Door RB20E 
inline 6 Engine, GPS Naviga¬ 
tion, Automatic Climate Control, 
Power Mirrors, Windows, Door 
Locks, Tinted Windows, Auto¬ 
matic Transmission, Great Fam¬ 
ily Car JCI until July 09 asking 
$1500 OBO Please call 
904-328-2070 


Autos for Sale 141 


Yokota, Japan - 1996 Honda 
Odyssey (Excellent Condition) 
Excellent condition once owned 
by Japanese owners. Japanese 
Owner does not want to deal 
with JCI so deciding to sell it. 
Went through a Super tune up 
including Timing belt changed 
Have list done by garage but in 
Japanese. Van does need JCI 
but should pass JCI inspection 
with no problem. Please call 
080-1373-2338 or leave number 
on e-mail to come check the 
Van out. Wants 100,000 yen 
(Dollar to Yen should be $1000) 

Yokota, Japan - 1997 Honda 
Ascot (accord) super clean! 
Very Low Miles! Very Good 
Condition! Non-smoker Interior 
grey/Exterior Dark Green Metal¬ 
lic, Automatic Trans. Power 
windows, door locks, & side 
windows. Ice Cold A/C, Tires 
less than 1 year old JCI until 
March 2010 Very Dependable! 
Everything Works! Very Clean! 
Asking $2200 OBO Must Sell 
PCS'ing Soon. Available 7 Feb. 
09 Home 1-904-229-0520 Duty 
225-3621 (3622) 
Cell#090-6476-5892 


Yokota, Japan - 1997 Mitsubishi 
Evolution 1997. AWD, 5 speed 
manual, turbo, intercooler, 
TV/DVD/navigation system, 500 
plate, 80,000 km, cheap on 
insurance, gas, and road taxes. 
Owned for 8 months and 
everything runs strong and 
great! JCI until June 2010. 
Asking $4500 OBO Please call 
3133471009 


Yokota, Japan - 1999 Mercedes 
Benz C200 MD and 10 disc CD 
player, Automatic windows, 
trunk and mirrors. Keyless entry, 
Laser cut key very immaculate. 
White in color tinted window. 
Pirelli tires 78,000 km 5,700 
OBO Make me an offer. Must 
sell! JCI until Dec. 2010. Asking 
$5,700 OBO Please call 
080-5897-5447 


Yokota, Japan - '94 Toyota 
Sourer w/ full body kit; 18" rims 
7"LCD monitor; Momo steering 
wheel only problem is JCI due 
Mar 09 and there's a crack on 
the windshield w/c will cost 
around $300-400. Asking $1200 
Need to sell ASAP work # 
225-5234 (days) 


Yokota, Japan - 95 Honda 
Accord $1500 obo PCS'ing Must 
Sell! Great car but PCS'ing & 
must sell quickly! AC, CD 
player, Power everything 150K 
km. JCI until Oct. 09. Asking 
$1500 OBO Please call 
5093430778 


Yokota, Japan - Sell ASAP! 
2000 Subaru B4 Turbo Manual 
2yrs JCI 2000 Subaru Legacy 
2.0 Twin Turbo All Wheel Drive 
(great for winter time) JCI until 
November 2010 Manual Trans¬ 
mission Tinted Windows Push 
Start Engine Intake/Exhaust 
Turbo Timer/ Air Fuel Ratio/ 
Volts/ 02 Sensor Apexi Actuator 
Valve Control/ Boost Controller 
Coil Over Suspension Brand 
new Pirelli tires Street/Snow JCI 
expire Nov. 2010 Asking $3800 
Please call 425-274-4379 


Autos for Sale 141 

Yokota - Team Geki JZX90 
Tourer V (Fully Loaded). JCI 
October 2009. JPY800,000. E- 
mail bluefactory2@yahoo.com 

Zama - 1995 BMW 318Ti, Blue, 
auto, PW, PL, sunroof, JCI good 
'til Dec 2010, new transmission 
asking 2800.00 OBO Call Jon: 
080-3921-1309. 

Zama - Car for Sale: 1994 
Cadillac Seville, 20' inch 
rhymes, heated seats, JCI is 
good, American side, good 
interior, leather seats, air condi¬ 
tioning and heating, PW/PL. 
asking for $5000.00 or best 
offer, if interested please call 
080-5094-7940. or if you would 
like a pic please email me at 
atlshauty06@yahoo.com. 

Motorcycles 164 

Yokosuka, Japan - 1999 Honda 
VTR1000 Firestorm lOOOcc V- 
Twin (Super hawk in the 
U.S.)15,000 Km, New tires, 
filters, oil, runs great. JCI until 
June 2010 located on the Atsugi 
base. Asking $4000 FIRM 
Please call Tony 080-3722-1771 

Yokota - 1993 Kawasaki ZXR 
400. Bike is in very good 
condition. Will have 2 years of 
JCI by the end of this week. 
Very fun in the mountains on the 
twisties. Bike has practically 
brand new tires. 1 ride to work 
every day. Fires right up no 
matter how cold it is.JCI feb 
2011 $3000. Contact 1-615- 
345-8820 

Yokota - 2004 GSX-R 600 K-4 
Edition, yellow, mint condition, 
aftermarket full exhaust (Fish 
Bone), Ohlins steering damper, 
custom seat w/R emblem, head¬ 
light cover, new tires, JCI 
August 2010, very low mi, 
$7900. Call 080-3204-2513 or 
email aladdin002@yahoo.com 
for PICS. 

Motorcycle Parts 171 

Yokota, Japan - Looking for 
TW200 and/or parts 1 am 
looking for a TW200 and/or 
parts for one. 1 am looking for 
parts like the side covers 
(usually taken off in Japan for 
the naked look), the stock head 
light and any other stock parts. If 
anyone has or knows of some¬ 
one that has a TW or parts, 
please let me know. Phone # 
314-558-3462 Thanks! 

Auto Parts 180 

Yokota - 4 Chrome Rims w/tires 
(205 45 R16) $375 obo. Call 
080-3204-2513 or 813-200-9379 

Yokota - For Sale - $400 OBO, 
4ea, 18" wheels & tires, 6 
Spoke, Alum universal wheels, 
Bridgestone Potenza G3, 
225/45R 18 Tires, Call Larry 
080-5050-0179 


Baby Items 


200 


Atsugi - Instep Safari double 
jogging stroller Red/gray. Swival 
front wheel that will also lock for 
jogging. Individual reclining 
seats, parent console ran cover, 
Sasha's kiddies sun/wind/bug 
cover with UV protection, 50lbs 
per seat, folds for storage, 
snack trays that attach to the 
belly bar (brand new) $175 
OBO. email: tifftiff@hotmail.com 

Yokota, Japan - Baby Girl 
clothing 6-12 months spring- 
summer I am selling our daugh¬ 
ter's used clothes, all in excel¬ 
lent condition. There are over 50 
pieces, including a winter Jack¬ 
et. Carters, Oshkosh, gap etc. 
Please email me if you have any 
questions. Asking $55 Please 
call 858-368-6874 or email 
manjupearson@hotmail.com 
Thanks for Looking! 


Yokota, Japan - Playtex Em¬ 
brace Breast Pump a powerful 
hospital-grade pump for long¬ 
term, daily use, durable motor. 
25 combinations of speed and 
suction let you customize your 
own pumping rhythm. Dual 
action massage and suction 
clinically shown to increase 
prolactin for greater milk supply 
Soft air cushion minimizes tug¬ 
ging and stretching of nipples for 
pumping comfort Closed system 
protects milk from bacteria and 
germs and prevents back-up 
Works with most reusable and 
disposable bottles, Includes 
AC/DC Adapter, Car Adapter 
and Tote Bag, Except A vent 
and The First Years bottles This 
pump has only been used for 
about 3 week. Unfortunately I 
was unable to produce enough 
milk. It comes from a smoke and 
pet free home. Asking $140 
Please call 407-373-1342 


Bicycles 


220 


Yokota - 2 Mountain Bikes. 
Excellent Condition. Kept in¬ 
doors. $85. Call 080-3204-3213 
or 813-200-9379. 


Cellular Phones 280 


Yokota, Japan - Cell Phone 
Used, but still working cell 
phones. Soft Bank preferably. 
Please call 8019830672 


Clothing 


320 


Yokota, Japan - AEROPOS- 
TALE Coat Size XL. Tan in color 
very warm. I bought it, but I just 
have way too many. Picture will 
be posted this afternoon. I paid 
$60 +shipping. I am asking $30 
OBO. Please call 3145583462 
Thanks. 


Yokota, Japan - Hannah Monta¬ 
na girls shoes size 12 1/2 Brand 
new, tags still on and in box paid 
originally $19.99 for them. My 
daughter doesn't fit in them. 
Very cute, black with silver stars 
and a guitar on top Asking $12 
Please call 210-881-4403 


Furniture 


510 


Yokota, Japan - Bed frame and 
dressers Heavy Duty King or 
Queen Size bed frame. Can be 
set to either size Can be 
mounted to a head board. $25 
Can send picture if needed. I 
have 2 of the five Drawer 
dressers. They are solid wood in 
a white wash finish. They 
measure 40" H x 25 1/2" W x 
15" D. $40 each Call Jessie @ 
813-200-9370 or e-mail 
(mjlab@yahoo.com) to come 
and see. Please call 
813-200-9370 

Yokota, Japan - Recliner Bought 
this recliner 1 month ago today. 
We sold our old one last month 
because we were getting this 
new but- we don't have much 
room in our living room because 
of the living room set we bought. 
TV, couches, coffee table plus 
recliner are just too big for this 
place. The chair has probably 
only been sat in 5 times- Almost 
new, no stains, pet-free & 
smoke-free home. It is dark 
brown. It has compartments 
under both armrests for storage 
AND cup holders. This is the 
serious man chair! Paid $250, 
will take $175 Must be able to 
pick up. Please email 
rkjnsingleton@yahoo.com 


Yokota, Japan - Twin bed, 
Mattress, Nightstand and Com¬ 
forter set White wire frame, twin 
bed and night stand, Pillow top 
mattress and box spring-like 
new. Comforter set with bed 
skirt, pillow sham and twin sheet 
set. Perfect for kid's bedroom all 
for $250 Please call 
949-258-6899 or email 
mcdonald03@gmail.com for pic¬ 
tures 

Yokota, Japan - White sofa in 
great condition w/pillows, asking 
$500 Please call 1-305-537- 
5255 

Yokota - Light brown colored 
couch and loveseat set. In great 
condition, no tears or stains. 
Bought a new set so we don't 
have room for it. $250 OBO. 
Call 1-214-261-6458 


Home Electronics 570 


Atsugi - Slightly used Playsta¬ 
tion 2 Dance Factory mat with 
game. Only used twice. Asking 
$30.00 obo. Please e-mail 
dguern1@yahoo.com OR call 
Deb at 264-7499. 


Yokota - AMAZING LEAPSTER 
SET W/ 7 GAMES. $120/make 
offer. Games have different 
difficulty levels and applies from 
3-10 year olds. Over $280 
worth of stuff. Games alone are 
$15-30 each!! Barely used, still 
in its original box complete with 
manuals. Conatct 702-946-5985 

Yokota - Brand New Nintendo 
Wii. Never opened...if interested 
call (949)258-6866 or 080 
5698-6325 250.OO OBO 


Yokota, Japan - 19 inch televi¬ 
sion it is now in my sons room 
we are PCS'ing so it must go 
along with the VCR and DVD 
player asking for $60.00 OBO 
Please call 4044784189 
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED 


Home Electronics 570 


Home Electronics 570 


Jobs Offered 


630 


U.S. Army Medical Department Activity, Japan 
Camp Zama, Japan 


Physical Therapist, Intermittent [240 hours) 

• Provides physical therapy service in the areas of physical disabilities 
and neuromuscular dysfunctions in patients ranging from 
adolescence to the very elderly. 

Qualifications: 

• A Bachelor's degree or higher in Physical Therapy from an accredited 
school in the United States. 

• Two years clinical physical therapy experience with training in manual 
therapy skills is preferred. 

• Must have a permanent, full, and unrestricted license to practice 
physical therapy in a State, District of Columbia, the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico, or a territory of the United States. 

Other Requirements: 

• This position requires a signed statement due to requirements of 
seasonal influenza vaccination as a condition of employment. 
Selection of a non-current employee will be withdrawn due to refusal 
of seasonal influenza vaccination. If refusal is due to medical and/or 
religious reasons, a statement from a creditable source is required. 


This is a contract position open to SOFA status applicants. Resumes 
may be sent to voshivasu.Aoki@us.army.mil. Resumes must be 
received by April 1,2009. 

ALL applicants shall register in the Central Contractor Registration 
(CCR) which can be found at www.ccr.gov. Individuals not CCR 
registered are not eligible for a Government contract. 


Pets 


Apartment Unfurn 


856 


$950 2BD/2BA 
Apartment for rent 

Super clean, Internet Access available. 
Security Deposit is $650. 

Email t courtney212@yahoo. com. com 


Yokota, Japan - Wii Remote 
Controller/Nunchuk Silicone 
Case Awesome Price, Great 
Bundle, Great for Gifts! 100% 
brand new high quality generic 
(non-OEM) For Nintendo Wii 
Remote Controller/Nun hook 
Silicone Case Color: Yellow, 
Black, Pink, Green, Blue, Red 
Quantity: 1 of each color Soft 
Skin-like feel fits comfortable in 
your hands and with anti-slip 
grip to prevent accidental drop¬ 
ping or throwing of your controls 
The high quality silicon color 
skin provides protection of your 
controls for scratch, dirt, grease, 
and grip form accidental drop¬ 
ping or throwing your controls, 
and most of all, with the styles! 
Unique design allows all buttons 
and slots easy to access without 
removing the protection skin. 
Washable! The skins are easy 
to remove Asking $4 each 
Please email 
smuchypooh@cyworld.com 

Yokota - Philips 10.2'' DVD 
player. Brand new in box, never 
been used. Sells for 250$ in 
stores. This unit will play almost 
anything. DVDs, CDs, memory 
cards and flash drives. The 
reason for selling it is I got it for 
Christmas but I already have 
another one. $ 200 obo. Contact 
08031783849 


Yokota - Selling Xbox games: 
$3.00 each. Project Gotham 
Racing, SEGA GT 2002, AF 
Delta Storm, Brothers in Arms, 
Earned in Blood (live online 
enabled), Tom clancy's Splinter 
Cell Tom Clancy's Rainbow Six 
3 (live online enabled). What a 
deal! Contact us now) My kids 
are trying to sell these so they 
can buy other games) Contact 
901-273-9939 


Yokota - Silver Ipod Shuffle. 
$25.00 Call 901-273-9956. 


Yokota - X-Box 360 Headset 
$35.00. Call 614-358-4902 


Jewelry_6M 


Yokota - Earrings for Sale!!!! 
Pave the way in these 'of the 
moment', super-luxe jewels. 
Gold & Crystal Square, Dome 
Pave Earrings by CC Skye. For 
pierced ears, approx: 0.7"x 0.7". 
125.00 or BO. Call 
080-5186-5211 


Lost 670 


Yokota, Japan - Did you find a 
black wallet Black ladies wallet 
w/ snap on 1 side and zipper on 
other last seen at Taiyo Jan 28 
in the evening. Contains ID, 
driver's license and other per¬ 
sonnel items Please contact me, 
turn into Security Forces, or 
return to the Taiyo. Please call 
12408455302 


Yokota, Japan - Lost My Burnt 
Orange Digital Camera I got a 
camera for Christmas, and it 
was my FAVORITE thing ever. 
And I misplaced it somewhere. 
I've retraced my steps, and its 
nowhere to be found. It has a 
memory card in it, full of pictures 
of me and my family and friends. 
If you have it, or know someone 
that does, I would appreciate it if 
you gave me a call on my cell 
(080-3459-1768) after 2:30pm 
on weekdays, or my home 
number (512) 275-4895. The 
camera in the picture is the one 
I'm looking for. Please, please 
let me know. Please call 
512-275-4895 


Outdoor Living 775 

Yokota - Gas Grill with 2 
propane tanks, $75. Call 
080-3204-2513 or 
813-200-9379. 


Pets_820 

Zama - Free Six Saltwater 
tropical fish and live rock. Must 
have your own tank. Call for 
more info 267-6253 


Pets 820 


Sagamihara - Free rabbit. 
Comes with cage, food, etc. 
Please call 267-6802 or 
080-3540-6107, or email 
458winmag@gmail.com 


Yokota - Free to a good home, 2 
adult, male cats. Very affection¬ 
ate and loving. I am PCSing and 
want to make sure they have a 
good home. 09060438502 


820 


Zama - Chihuahua puppy for 
sale. Male, 3 months old. 
Beautiful markings. Pictures 
available. Email 
458winmag@gmail.com or call 
080-3540-6107 


Photography 830 


Yokota - Canon EF lenses i 
have the following for sale! 
Canon ef 28 F/2.8 225, Canon 
28-135 f3.5 to 5.6 IS 200. All 
three are in great condition, 
70-200 comes with lens hood. 
Upgraded to new L lenses so no 
need in my bag any more. 
Contact 08037553434 


Yokot - SONY DSCF717 CAM¬ 
ERA LIKE NEW Excellent condi¬ 
tion. Pretty Easy to use. Comes 
with memory sticks, leather 
case, power cord, usb cord. Or 
trade for a pocket size camera. 
$ 175 OBO. JASON HOME 713 
490 0578, CELL 08032519808 


Homes for Sale-US 864 


PCSing to DYESS AFB, Texas? 
House for sale.125K 3bdrms, 
2bths, 2 living areas, large 
kitchen, 1 workshop, 1 storage 
shed, fenced. Quiet neighbor¬ 
hood, minutes from Dyess, 
Shopping areas, downtown Abil¬ 
ene. MLS#: 11143632, further 
info & picts: gozer87@yahoo, 
com. Move-in ready: 20March09 


Homes/Apts 

for Rent-US 866 


3 bdr!A bth 1,460 square foot 
2-story SFH for rent in Newport 
News, VA. Located close to 
CNU, Ft Eustis, Langley AFB, 
and Ft Monroe. Pets okay. 
Monthly rent is $1,175. Please 
call Julie Zollner at 
080-3381-6206, (cell)or 
263-8437 (home). 


Toys_945 


Yokosuka, Japan - Team Losi 
Nitro 8T 1/8 scale RC Truggy I 
have a Losi 8T truggy that I am 
selling. It comes as a roller with 
and OS 28xz and Mach 427 that 
have been modded by Pro-Mod 
RC. It has a lot of extra parts, 
starter box, and glow igniter. 
You will have to buy radio gear 
and servos. $300 OBO I am at 
Yokota will meet half way. 
Please call 720-257-6843 


Sporting Goods 980 

Yokota - Edge 490 Recumbent 
Exercise Bike $125.00. Located 
on the East Side, so you'll need 
a way to get it to your home. I 
cannot deliver, though it should 
fit in most trunks with the lid 
bungied down. Contact 
404-478-4611 

Yokota, Japan - Taylor made R7 
Irons 4-SW For sale used. 
Regular shaft with upgraded 
grips (Mid-size Deodar meter). 
Clubs was bought new and was 
used for about a year. Please 
contact me for further inquiries 
at 080-3724-7319 ask for John. 
Asking $325 

Yokota, Japan - Tony Gazelle 
Edge Gazelle's unsurpassed 
range of motions lets you go 
from a slow walk to a full run 
with no sudden stops. You can 
achieve a challenging aerobic 
workout without sacrificing your 
knees due to its low impact 
nature. The Edge holds up to 
250 pounds and comes com¬ 
plete with an easy-to-use, 5- 
function workout computer pro¬ 
viding immediate feedback on 
speed, distance, time, and ap¬ 
proximate calories burned folds 
up for easy storage. Never 
used, but has been put together. 
Asking $30 Please call 
6237349653 


Video 1020 


Atsugi - Disney VHS tapes. 
Over 30 titles. Please e-mail for 
titles. Buy 1 or the whole lot. 
Make an offer. 
dguern1@yahoo.com OR call 
Deb at 264-7499. 


Miscellaneous 1040 


Timeshare for Sale, Orlando, FI. 
Sleeps twelve. Spa, pools, exer¬ 
cise room, restaurants, tennis 
courts, babysitting, Disney Land 
is 5 miles, and many extras. 
May use worldwide Price is 
$13,000. If interested please call 
01086856113 (Osan) or e-mail 
at tori_tyme@hotmail. com 


Yokota - Boxed DVD set. 24 
Hours - Complete Seasons 1-5 
Orig. $220 -- urs for $130 whole 
set. Planet Earth - 5-Disc 
exploration from of seas, forest, 
mountains etc.. - shots from 
Discovery and National Geo¬ 
graphic Orig $65 - urs for $25 
whole set. Friends -Complete 
Seasons 1-10 - I hate to see 
this go but am trying to get rid of 
excess wt for PCS move. Orig. 
$249 - urs for $170. Contact 
702-946-5985 


Yokota - ER Seasons 1-6 $60. 
Only watched one time. Excel¬ 
lent condition. Paid at least $30 
per season. Contact 
615-345-8867. 


Off Duty? Amuse Yourself! 



Concerts, events, 
TV, movies, music, 
video games, 
celebrity antics... 

Get entertained 

w/ffi... 

STARStaSTRIPES. 
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STRIPES RELOCATION GUIDE 


Moving? Find Your Home Online! 


jj j_ militarvbvowner.com 

y s e' AC 
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Advertising Homes For Sale or Rent 
Near US Military Installations 


HAMTON ROADS, VA 

Langley AFB • Ft. Eustis • Ft. Monroe • Norfolk Navy Base 


Deb Kellt) & The Kellu Team 

Proudly Serving our Military 

Toll Free: 1-800-235-2745 
Prudential H 



r 



Deb Kelly, ABR, CRS 
REALTOR ® 

Cell: 757-749-4073 
Email: deb@debkelly.com | 


www.debkelly.com 


Kevin Kelly 
REALTOR ® 
Associate Broker 
Cell: 757-814-6262 
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— f 80 Fort Lewis, WA 

vm nil 


ThUnirfufw.InrtlawlahnuB-inBjCD 


< 4 * Fort Lewis Housing 

W wwwfortiewHshousing.cotit 


Home Buyers Guide 


Testimonials 


Homes for Safe 

Fort Lewis Info 


Govt Reoos why Buyer's Agent? 

CALL 1-350-491-6500 


VA Mortgag es 

Maps 

Contact us 


FORT LEWIS INFO 


ARRIVAL 


SCHOOL ENPfl 


LOCAL AREA 


Proud Veteran achieving your Real Estate needs 



REALTOR 

Veronica 
Legette 

U.S. Army Retired 
10607 Two Notch Road 
Elgin, SC 29229 
Office: 803-699-2212 
Cell: 803-261-8895 
Email:vlegette@russellandjeffcoat.com 
vt.realbiz360.com/listing-58456.html 



4 BRs, 2 1/2 Baths, approx 2300sf, 
Formal Living and Dining, spacious 
eat-in kit. MB w/ sep shower. A Must 
SEE! fence yard. 

MLS#226204 $187000 



4 BRs, 2 1/2 Baths, Formal living 
and dining rooms; closed in 
garage-Great for entertaining. 
Minutes from Ft Jackson 

MLS#218094 $159000 



Lots of space, 6 BRs, 4 Baths, 
in-law BR w/bath on main floor, 
formal dining and living room, 
privacy fenced rear yard. 

MLS#229417 $216000 


Contact Veronica for all your Home Buying and Selling needs 

mjfmififEttGoar 
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HAWAII!! 


Plan your retirement now . 

Contractor designs/builds affordable homes on 
the Big Island of Hawaii since 1978. Mid 200’s. 

www.kavanahomes.com 

sales@kavanahomes.com 

1 - 800 - 735-4243 


tne bi 
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Ft. Stewart & Hunter 


SALES and RENTALS 

Toll Free: 1-800-476-3680 

www.fortstewart.com 

Coldwell Banker Holtzman, Realtors 

Email: felocation@holtzmancompanies.com 

730 General Stewart Way • Hinesville, GA 31313 


GOLDUKBU. 

BANKER □ 




PCS-ing to WASHINGTON DC or Northern VIRGINIA? 

Pentagon, Andrews, Ft. Belvoir, or Anywhere! 

Call for a FREE, comprehensive 
Home Buyer’s Relocation Package: 

Maps, Loan Preapproval Information, School Profiles 

Ask for Becky Berning: 703-930-3400 
Call Toll Free: 

Italy: I 678 78158 UK: 0800 96 8801 Germany: 0800 181 6459 

Netherlands: 0800 229 143 Belgium: 0800 713 77 USA: 800 628 6781 

www.MyMilitaryHomeFinder.com 
e-mail: BECKY@longandfoster.com 



I 


Have yoh found.,.YOUR 

PIECE OF LAND YET? 

Farms - Hunting 
Recreational * Waterfront 
Read... Rum! Property Bulletin 

$28 for 1 year to: 

4] IA Highland, 

Somerville, MA 02144 
1SS8-FARM-BUY (327-6289) or 
vrwWi Iflndandffuni ■ com- Major ec’s 


T 


Fort Bragg & Pope AFB 


MWM.fajettevilleopenhouse.c0n1 
lflOO’s of Homes for Sale 
1000's of Homes for Rent 
100’s of Pictorial Tours 


FREE Real Estate Magazine 


FORT JACKSON - SHAW AFB 


Military Relocation Team 


Bob Duker, USA, Ret 

Buyer Agent 
800-447-3536 


Cynthia Warner 

Mortgage Specialist 
cwarner@homeownersmtg.com 


• Relocation Package • VA Loan Approval 

• School Profiles • Interactive Web Site - Hundreds of Homes 

• Home Buyers Guide • $7,500 Tax Credit 

www.fortjacksonrelo.com 

E-mail: duker@fortjacksonrelo.com 


T=r -—“—.I-**"" 
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FORT GORDON GA 


A 


Christine May (888) 253-2707 

■Buyers Agent -Relocation Specialist 

■I speak German -VA Financing 

■Area Information -Homes for Sale 


Apply for VA financing @ www.AugustaLoanStore.com 


broker@AugustaHomeStore.com 

www.AugustaHomeStore.com 



EXIT REALTY LEAW& iOW 


HELP 
ISON 
THE WAY 


We've been making 
loans of up to 
$10,000 to active 
duty military for 
over 58 years. 


omm 




Click today... cash tomorrow® www.militaryloans.com "We love to say yes"" 


NORFOLK 

VIRGINIA BEACH • CHESAPEAKE 


Shopping long distance? You need an 
e-PRO® certified professional with 
education and experience. 

Julia Shea, e-PRO® 

BS, MA, Realtor®, ABR, CRS, GRI 
Nancy Chandler Associates 

WWW.JULIASHEA.COM 

866 - 232-2288 



Selling Your Stuff? 

ppi 

Taking the pain out of PCS with 


FREE classifieds for our military... 


Every day in ... 

| . 

STARSK^STRIPES. 


Close to lEijlin Ah Force Base and 
Herbert Air Force Base, Destin, Florida ....HJR "tN 1 


Location 1: Completely furnished 3 bdr/3bath, private pool, 2 car garage, 
gated community, club house, upper level completely furnished 1 bdr/lbath 
in-law apart, w/private entry, 5 minute walk to beach, $2,800 + utilities. 

Location 2: Completely furnished 3bdr/2bath, beautiful scenic view of the 
Gulf of Mexico from observation deck atop, 2 car garage, 3 minute walk to 
private beach, large yard w/pond, $2,500 + utilities. 


Eastern Shore, Annapolis, MD, near Annapolis Naval Base and 
Pawtuxet River Base 

• Completely furnished 4 bdr/4bath, indoor greenhouse w/pond, 

4 car garage, private pool, backdoor walk to shore accessing fishing 
on the Bay of Annapolis, secure entry gated 18 acres on the peninsular 
of Kent Island, separate building Carriage House/ln-Law lodging/ 

2 car parking 
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NHL scoreboard 


NHL roundup 

Ovechkin delivers another 
classic in Caps' SO victory 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 



W 

L 

OT 

Pts 

GF 

GA 

New Jersey 

37 

18 

3 

77 

179 

145 

Philadelphia 

30 

16 

9 

69 

179 

161 

N.Y. Rangers 

31 

22 

6 

68 

147 

163 

Pittsburgh 

27 

25 

6 

60 

173 

178 

N.Y. Islanders 

17 

34 

6 

40 

138 

192 


Northeast Division 



Boston 

40 

10 

8 

88 

197 

131 

Montreal 

30 

21 

7 

67 

175 

176 

Buffalo 

30 

22 

6 

66 

172 

160 

Ottawa 

22 

25 

9 

53 

139 

158 

Toronto 

21 

26 

10 

52 

172 

210 


Southeast Division 



Washington 

37 

16 

5 

79 

195 

166 

Florida 

29 

20 

8 

66 

164 

155 

Carolina 

28 

25 

5 

61 

147 

171 

Tampa Bay 

19 

27 

11 

49 

145 

181 

Atlanta 

21 

32 

5 

47 

172 

204 


Western Conference 


Central Division 



W 

L 

OT 

Pts 

GF 

GA 

Detroit 

38 

12 

8 

84 

221 

170 

Chicago 

32 

15 

8 

72 

186 

140 

Columbus 

29 

23 

6 

64 

159 

161 

Nashville 

27 

28 

3 

57 

140 

166 

St. Louis 

24 

26 

7 

55 

163 

176 


Northwest Division 



Calgary 

33 

18 

6 

72 

181 

169 

Vancouver 

28 

21 

8 

64 

173 

166 

Edmonton 

29 

24 

4 

62 

161 

175 

Minnesota 

28 

24 

3 

59 

142 

129 

Colorado 

27 

30 

1 

55 

159 

180 


Pacific Division 




San Jose 

38 

8 

9 

85 

192 

137 

Dallas 

28 

21 

7 

63 

169 

174 

Anaheim 

28 

26 

5 

61 

166 

170 

Los Angeles 

25 

22 

9 

59 

150 

160 

Phoenix 

25 

28 

5 

55 

146 

178 


Two points for a win, one point for 
overtime loss or shootout loss. 

Wednesday’s games 
Columbus 4, St. Louis 3 
N.Y. Rangers 3, N.Y. Islanders 1 
Detroit 6, Nashville 2 
Washington 4, Montreal 3, SO 
Los Angeles 4, Anaheim 3 

Thursday’s games 
Buffalo at Philadelphia 
Montreal at Pittsburgh 
Carolina at N.Y. Islanders 
Vancouver at Ottawa 
Chicago at Florida 
Columbus at Toronto 
New Jersey at Tampa Bay 
St. Louis at Nashville 
Calgary at Minnesota 
Edmonton at Dallas 
Atlanta at Phoenix 
Los Angeles at San Jose 

Friday’s games 
Tampa Bay at Carolina 


Colorado at Washington 
Anaheim at Detroit 

Wednesday 

Capitals 4, Canadiens 3 (SO) 

Montreal 2 0 10-3 

Washington 2 0 1 0-4 

Washington won shootout 2-0 
First Period— 1, Montreal, Higgins 8 
(Markov, D’Agostini), 2:33 (pp). 2, Wash¬ 
ington, Ovechkin 42, 10:07. 3, Washing¬ 
ton, Backstrom 14 (Fedorov, Green), 13:42 
(pp). 4, Montreal, A.Kostitsyn 21 (Markov, 
Schneider), 17:03 (pp). 

Third Period— 5, Montreal, Plekanec 12 
(Markov, A.Kostitsyn), 8:57 (pp). 6, Wash¬ 
ington, Steckel 7 (Poti, Laich), 17:21. 

Shootout— Montreal 0 (Plekanec NG, 
Markov NG), Washington 2 (Semin G, 
Backstrom G). 

Shots on Goal— Montreal 10-9-12-2 — 
33. Washington 14-10-7-4-35. 

Power-play opportunities— Montreal 
3 of 4; Washington 1 of 3. 

Goalies— Montreal, Price 18-11-6 (35 
shots-32 saves). Washington, Theodore 
22-10-3 (33-30). 

A—18,277 (18,277). T-2:35. 

Red Wings 6, Predators 2 

Nashville 1 1 0-2 

Detroit 2 2 2-6 

First Period— 1, Detroit, Hudler 20 
(Franzen, Kronwall), 5:00 (pp). 2, Detroit, 
Zetterberg 21 (Datsyuk, Rafalski), 8:26 
(pp). 3, Nashville, Sullivan 1 (Bonk, Du¬ 
mont), 19:53 (pp). 

Second Period— 4, Detroit, Lidstrom 
11 (Kronwall, Cleary), 10:01. 5, Nashville, 
Sullivan 2 (Dumont, Arnott), 12:42. 6, De¬ 
troit, Franzen 23 (Zetterberg, Lidstrom), 

16:02 (pp). 

Third Period— 7, Detroit, Lidstrom 12 
(Datsyuk, Rafalski), 1:08 (pp). 8, Detroit, 
Franzen 24 (Filppula, Hudler), 15:38 (pp). 

Shots on Goal— Nashville 7-11-7-25. 
Detroit 16-13-12-41. 

Power-play opportunities— Nashville 
1 of 5; Detroit 5 of 6. 

Goalies— Nashville, Ellis 11-18-3 (41 
shots-35 saves). Detroit, Conklin 20-7-1 
(25-23). 

A—20,066 (20,066). T-2:27. 

Rangers 3, Islanders 1 

N.Y. Islanders 1 0 0-1 

N.Y. Rangers 1 1 1-3 

First Period— 1, N.Y. Rangers, Dawes 
9 (Drury, Prucha), 5:37. 2, N.Y. Islanders, 
Streit 10 (Comeau, Okposo), 8:24. 

Second Period— 3, N.Y. Rangers, Go¬ 
mez 11 (Drury, Lundqvist), 7:26 (pp). 


Third Period— 4, N.Y. Rangers, Sjos- 
trom 5 (Drury, Redden), 19:53 (en). 

Shots on Goal— N.Y. Islanders 11-10- 
5-26. N.Y. Rangers 13-13-12-38. 

Power-play opportunities— N.Y. Is¬ 
landers 0 of 4; N.Y. Rangers 1 of 5. 

Goalies— N.Y. Islanders, Danis 4-8-2 (37 
shots-35 saves). N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist 
26-18-5 (26-25). 

A—18,200 (18,200). T-2:20. 

Blue Jackets 4, Blues 3 

St. Louis 0 1 2-3 

Columbus 2 2 0-4 

First Period— 1, Columbus, Tyutin 8 
(Williams, Nash), 1:15 (pp). 2, Columbus, 
Malhotra 8, 17:52. 

Second Period— 3, St. Louis, Win¬ 
chester 10 (Backes), 3:32. 4, Columbus, 
Nash 24 (Malhotra, Backman), 3:57.5, Co¬ 
lumbus, Murray 7 (Tyutin, Peca), 17:08. 

Third Period— 6, St. Louis, Steen 7, 
6:54 (sh). 7, St. Louis, Oshie 8 (McDonald, 
Steen), 16:05 (pp). 

Shots on Goal— St. Louis 6-5-13—24. 
Columbus 9-9-3—21. 

Power-play opportunities— St. Louis 1 
of 5; Columbus 1 of 3. 

Goalies— St. Louis, C.Mason 10-16-4 
(18 shots-14 saves), Holt (0:00 third, 3-3). 
Columbus, S.Mason 22-12-3 (24-21). 

A—14,305 (18,144). T-2:23. 

Kings 4, Ducks 3 

Los Angeles 1 1 2-4 

Anaheim 0 1 2-3 

First Period— 1, Los Angeles, Stoll 15 

(Calder, Greene), 12:56. 

Second Period— 2, Los Angeles, 
O’Sullivan 14 (Greene, Kopitar), 9:18. 
3, Anaheim, Selanne 18 (Getzlaf, 
S.Niedermayer), 10:34 (pp). 

Third Period— 4, Anaheim, Getzlaf 19 
(Perry, Pronger), 1:29 (pp). 5, Los An¬ 
geles, D.Brown 22 (Quincey, Stoll), 9:35 
(pp). 6, Los Angeles, Kopitar 19 (D.Brown, 
Stoll), 15:23 (pp). 7, Anaheim, Kunitz 15 
(Getzlaf, Brookbank), 16:20. 

Shots on Goal— Los Angeles 4-11-11— 
26. Anaheim 6-11-14-31. 

Power-play opportunities— Los Ange¬ 
les 2 of 7; Anaheim 2 of 6. 

Goalies— Los Angeles, Quick 12-7-1 (31 
shots-28 saves). Anaheim, Hiller 14-12-1 
(26-22). 

A-17,089 (17,174). T-2:36. 

Calendar 

March 4 — Trade deadline, 3 p.m. EST. 

April 12 — Last day of 2008-09 regular 
season. 

April 15 — Stanley Cup Playoffs begin. 

May 25-30 — NHL Combine, Toronto. 


The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — First, Alex 
Ovechkin backhanded a pass to 
himself off the boards to get around 
a defenseman at the blue line. 

Then he skated through the 
faceoff circle and kept going 
— even after he was hooked and 
jabbed off his skates by a retreat¬ 
ing forward. 

Sliding toward the crease on 
his side, Ovechkin then poked 
the puck past the right pad of the 
goaltender. 

Another instant classic for the 
reigning MVP. 

The Washington Capitals got a 
4-3 shootout victory over Montre¬ 
al Canadiens on Wednesday night, 
but the only thing to remember 
about the game is Ovechkin’s 
first-period goal, his league-lead¬ 
ing 42nd of the season. 

“Normal goal. It’s not sick,” 
Ovechkin tried to say with a 
straight face. 

Really? So what about that pass 
to himself? 

“You have to try something 
new,” said Ovechkin, on pace to 
score 60-plus goals for the second 
consecutive season. 

The goal ranks in the same 
league as Ovechkin’s sliding, 


stick-behind-the-head classic 
against Phoenix in 2006, an all- 
time YouTube favorite. 

“He loves to score, and he’s 
going to score no matter how 
it goes in — if it’s on his stom¬ 
ach, back, whatever, he’s going 
to try to score,” teammate Mike 
Green said. “I think I was more 
impressed with the backhand 
around the defenseman.” 

Alexander Semin and Nicklas 
Backstrom scored in the shootout 
for the Capitals, while goaltender 
Jose Theodore stopped Tomas 
Plekanec and Andrei Markov 

Blue Jackets 4, Blues 3: Steve 
Mason made 21 saves — includ¬ 
ing a key stop in the closing sec¬ 
onds — to lead host Columbus six 
games over .500 for the first time 
in the team’s eight-year history. 

Red Wings 6, Predators 2: 
Nicklas Lidstrom and Johan 
Franzen each had two goals and 
an assist for host Detroit. 

Rangers 3, Islanders 1: At 
New York, Scott Gomez’s power- 
play goal in the second period 
snapped a tie and gave the Rang¬ 
ers and coach Tom Renney a 
much-needed win. 

Kings 4, Ducks 3: Anze Kopi¬ 
tar scored on a third-period power 
play for visiting Los Angeles. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports on AFN 

1 

Tennis 

1 

College basketball 


Saturday 

AFN-Sports, 3 a.m.— College basket¬ 
ball: Washington at UCLA (did). 

AFN-Xtra, 9 a.m.— NHL: Colorado at 
Washington. 

AFN-Pacific, 9:30 a.m.— NHL: Anaheim 
at Detroit. 

AFN-Sports, 10 a.m.— NBA: Dallas at 
Houston. 

AFN-Xtra, noon— NBA: Atlanta at Port¬ 
land. 

AFN-Sports, 12:30 p.m.-NBA: New Or¬ 
leans at L.A. Lakers. 

AFN-Sports, 5 p.m.-NBA: Denver at 
Chicago (did). 

AFN-Sports, 10 p.m.— Cycling: Tour of 
California, Stage 6, Solvang (did). 

Sunday 

AFN-Sports, 2 a.m.— College basket¬ 
ball: Butler at Davidson. 

AFN-Atlantic, 3 a.m.— College basket¬ 
ball: Army at Navy. 

AFN-Xtra, 3 a.m.— College basketball: 
Tennessee at Kentucky. 

AFN-Sports, 4 a.m.— College basket¬ 
ball: Marquette at Georgetown. 

AFN-Xtra, 5 a.m.— College basketball: 
Washington State at UCLA. 

AFN-Atlantic, 5:30 a.m.— College bas¬ 
ketball: North Carolina at Maryland. 

AFN-Sports, 6 a.m.— College basket¬ 
ball: Memphis at Texas-EI Paso. 

AFN-Xtra, 7 a.m.— College basketball: 
California at Oregon State. 

AFN-Atlantic, 8 a.m.— College basket¬ 
ball: Texas A&M at Texas Tech. 

AFN-Atlantic, 10 a.m.— College basket¬ 
ball: Florida State at Virginia Tech. 

AFN-Sports, 11 a.m.— College basket¬ 
ball: Oklahoma at Texas. 

AFN-Xtra, 2:30 p.m.-NHL: Chicago at 
Dallas (did). 

AFN-Sports, 5 p.m.— Cycling: Tour of 
California, Stage 7, Santa Clarita to Pasa¬ 
dena (did). 

AFN-Xtra, 7 p.m.-NBA: Philadelphia 
at Miami (did). 

AFN-Xtra, 9 p.m.— College basketball: 
Louisville at Cincinnati (did). 

AFN-Xtra, 11 p.m.— College basketball: 
Washington at Southern California (did). 

All times are Japan and Korea Stan¬ 
dard; (did) indicates delayed broadcast. 
All listings are subject to change. Visit 
www.myafn.net for more information. 


College baseball 


Wednesday’s scores 


SOUTH 

Christian Brothers 20, LeMoyne-Owen 
5 

Delta St. 7, William Carey 6 
Florida Southern 4, West Florida 3 
Ga. Southwestern 7, Valdosta St. 6 
St. Leo 8, Bentley 7,11 innings 

SOUTHWEST 

NW Missouri 3-4, Henderson St. 2-9, 
1st game, 10 innings 

Texas-Tyler 14, Castleton St. 1 

FAR WEST 

Azusa Pacific 8, Whittier 7 
Dixie St. 16-6, Cent. Washington 4-2 
Master’s 14, Claremont-Mudd 6 


Golf 


Johnnie Walker Classic 

Thursday 
At Perth, Australia 
Purse: $1.81 million 
The Vines Resort: 7,104 yards, par 72 
First round 
(a-amateur) 

Robert-Jan Derksen, Netherlands 33-31-64 
Mardan Mamat, Singapore 33-32-65 

Tony Carolan, Australia 31-34-65 

Lee Westwood, England 32-34-66 

John Bickerton, England 35-31-66 

Damien McGrane, Ireland 33-33-66 

Ignacio Garrido, Spain 34-33-67 

Peter Lawrie, Ireland 34-33-67 

Hiroyuki Fujita, Japan 35-32-67 

a-Danny Lee, New Zealand 33-34-67 

Clint Rice, Australia 34-33-67 

Colin Montgomerie, Scotland 34-33-67 

Anthony Kang, United States 36-31-67 

Felipe Aguilar, Chile 35-33-68 

Alexander Noren, Sweden 34-34-68 

Scott Laycock, Australia 37-31-68 

Phillip Price, Wales 34-34-68 

Anthony Kim, United States 34-34-68 

David McKenzie, Australia 35-33-68 

Ian Poulter, England 33-35-68 

Noh Seung-yul, South Korea 36-32-68 

Scott Hend, Australia 34-34-68 

Adam Blyth, Australia 35-33-68 

Gareth Maybin, Norther Ireland 35-33-68 

Chris Gaunt, Australia 35-33-68 

Francesco Molinari, Italy 33-35-68 

Kim Hyung-sung, South Korea 35-33-68 

Simon Khan, England 33-35-68 

Benn Barham, England 35-33-68 

Taichiro Kiyota, Japan 34-34-68 

Andrew Tschudin, Australia 34-34-68 

Richie Ramsay, Scotland 34-34-68 

Gary Lockerbie, England 34-35—69 

Richie Gallichan, Australia 36-33—69 

Chih-Bing Lam, Singapore 36-33—69 

Anton Haig, South Africa 36-33—69 

Craig Scott, Australia 35-34—69 

Sam Little, England 34-35-69 


RMK Championships 

Wednesday 

At The Racquet Club of Memphis 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Purse: Men, $1,226,500 (WT500); Wom¬ 
en, $220,000 (Inti.) 

Surface: Hard-Indoor 
Singles 
Men 

First Round 

Robby Ginepri, United States, def. Si¬ 
mon Greul, Germany, 6-4, 6-4. 

Marcy Fish (7), United States, def. Yen- 
hsun Lu, Taiwan, 6-1, 7-5. 

Philipp Petzschner, Germany, def. 
Jarkko Nieminen, Finland, 6-3, 6-4. 

Radek Stepanek (5), Czech Republic, 
def. Kevin Kim, United States, 6-4, 6-2. 

Sam Querrey (8), United States, def. 
Tommy Haas, Germany, 7-6 (4), 6-4. 

Lleyton Hewitt, Australia, def. James 
Blake (3), United States, 3-6, 6-1, 6-4. 

Andy Roddick (1), United States, def. 
Steve Darcis, Belgium, 7-6 (1), 6-2. 

Women 
Second Round 

Lucie Safarova (3), Czech Republic, 
def. Vania King, United States, 7-6 (1), 
6-3. 

Sabine Lisicki (6), Germany, def. 
Stephanie Foretz, France, 6-2, 6-4. 

Anne Keothavong (4), Britain, def. Mi¬ 
chelle Larcher de Brito, Portugal, 7-6 (2), 
6-4. 

Pauline Parmentier (8), France, def. 
Chanelle Scheepers, South Africa, 6-4, 
6 - 1 . 

Caroline Wozniacki (1), Denmark, def. 
Severine Bremond, France, 6-1, 7-6 (1). 

Open 13 

Wednesday 
At Palais des Sports 
Marseille, France 
Purse: $740,600 (WT250) 
Surface: Hard-Indoor 
Singles 
First Round 

George Bastl, Switzerland, def. Marc 
Gicquel, France, 6-4, 6-3. 

Michael Llodra, France, def. Rik de 
Voest, South Africa, 7-6 (2), 6-1. 

Novak Djokovic (1), Serbia, def. Jeremy 
Chardy, France, 7-6 (4), 6-4. 

Jo-Wilfried Tsonga (4), France, def. 
Andrey Golubev, Kazakhstan, 7-6 (5), 6-2. 

Paul-Henri Mathieu, France, def. Gael 
Monfils (3), France, 4-6, 6-4, 7-5. 

Second Round 

Feliciano Lopez (8), Spain, def. Dmitry 
Tursunov, Russia, 7-6 (4), 7-6 (1). 

Mikhail Youzhny, Russia, def. Andreas 
Seppi, Italy, 7-6 (2), 6-3. 

Mischa Zverev, Germany, def. Arnaud 
Clement, France, 6-4, 5-7, 6-2. 


Wednesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

MINNESOTA TWINS-Agreed to terms 
with RHP Luis Ayala on a one-year con¬ 
tract. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS-Agreed to 

terms with LHP Jerry Blevins, RHP San¬ 
tiago Casilla, RHP Joey Devine, RHP Jeff 
Gray, RHP Brad Ziegler, INF Eric Patter¬ 
son, INF Gregorio Petit, OF Chris Denor- 
fia and OF Javier Herrera on one-year 
contracts. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS-Agreed to terms 
with 3B Willie Aybar on a two-year con¬ 
tract. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS— Claimed 
RHP Bobby Korecky off waivers from 
Minnesota. 

ATLANTA BRAVES-Agreed to terms 
with 2B Kelly Johnson on a one-year con¬ 
tract. 

HOUSTON ASTROS-Agreed to terms 
with RHP RHP Brad James, LHP Tyler 
Lumsden, IF Edwin Maysonet and OF Yor- 
dany Ramirez on one-year contracts. 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS— Agreed to 
terms with OF Josh Willingham on a one- 
year contract. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

NBA— Suspended L.A. Clippers C Zach 
Randolph two games for striking Phoe¬ 
nix F Louis Amundson in the face during 
a Feb. 17 game. 

CHARLOTTE BOBCATS-Signed F 

Cartier Martin for the remainder of the 
season. 


Dubai Championships 

Wednesday 

At Dubai Tennis Stadium 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
Purse: $2 million (Premier) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 

Third Round 

Vera Zvonareva (5), Russia, def. Mari¬ 
on Bartoli (11), France, 5-2 retired. 

Elena Vesnina, Russia, def. Dominika 
Cibulkova (12), Slovakia, 4-6, 6-1, 4-0 re¬ 
tired. 

Venus Williams (6), United States, def. 
Alize Cornet (10), France, 6-3, 6-2. 

Virginie Razzano, France, def. Daniela 
Hantuchova, Slovakia, 6-2,1-6, 6-2. 

Ana Ivanovic (8), Serbia, def. Camille 
Pin, France, 6-2, 7-6 (5). 

Elena Dementieva (4), Russia, def. 
Anabel Medina Garrigues (14), Spain, 6- 
1, 6-3. 

Kaia Kanepi (16), Estonia, def. Jelena 
Jankovic (3), Serbia, 6-2, 7-5. 

Serena Williams (1), United States, 
def. Zheng Jie, China, 6-4, 6-2. 

Copa Telmex 

Wednesday 

At Buenos Aires Lawn Tennis Club 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Purse: $600,000 (WT250) 
Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
Second Round 

Franco Ferreiro, Brazil, def. Pablos 
Cuevas, Uruguay, 6-2, 6-4. 

Juan Carlos Ferrero, Spain, def. Marcel 
Granollers (7), Spain, 6-7 (7), 6-0, 6-3. 

David Nalbandian (1), Argentina, def. 
Daniel Gimeno-Traver, Spain, 7-5, 6-2. 

Tommy Robredo (3), Spain, def. Juan 
Ignacio Chela, Argentina, 6-2, 3-6, 6-4. 

Copa Colsanitas 

Wednesday 

At Club Campestre el Rancho 
Bogota, Colombia 
Purse: $220,000 (Inti.) 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
Second Round 

Edina Gallovits, Romania, def. Klara 
Zakopalova (5), Czech Republic, 6-3, 6-4. 

loana Raluca Olaru, Romania, def. Ma- 
ret Ani, Estonia, 6-4, 6-2. 

Patricia Mayr, Austria, def. Nuria Lla- 
gostera Vives (4), Spain, 7-6 (8), 6-3. 

Masa Zee Paskiric, Slovenia, def. Petra 
Cetkovska, Czech Republic, 6-4, 6-3. 


CHICAGO BULLS-Traded F Andres 
Nocioni, F-C Drew Gooden, F Cedric Sim¬ 
mons and F-C Michael Ruffin to Sacra¬ 
mento for C-F Brad Miller and G-F John 
Salmons. 

LOS ANGELES LAKERS-Traded C Chris 
Mihm to Memphis for a future draft 
pick. 

OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER-Rescind- 

ed the Feb. 17 trade of F Joe Smith and 
F-C Chris Wilcox to New Orleans for C 
Tyson Chandler and the rights to C Dev¬ 
on Hardin because Chandler failed his 
physical. 

SACRAMENTO KINGS-Traded F-C Mi¬ 
chael Ruffin to Portland for F Ike Diogu. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 
ARIZONA CARDINALS-Designated LB 

Karlos Dansby as their franchise player. 

BUFFALO BILLS-Re-signed LB John 
DiGiorgio. 

MINNESOTA VIKINGS-Released RB- 

KR Maurice Hicks. Named Diron Reyn¬ 
olds assistant defensive line coach. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS-Signed LB 

Tully Banta-Cain and TE Brad Listori. 
TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS-Designat- 

ed WR Antonio Bryant as their franchise 
player. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 
CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS- Placed G 
Nikolai Khabibulin and RW Patrick Sharp 
on injured reserve. 

DALLAS STARS-Recalled RW Chris 
Conner from Peoria (AHL). 


Wednesday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

American International 66, Mass.- 
Lowell 55 

American U. 58, Army 36 
Binghamton 62, Hartford 44 
Bowling Green 59, Buffalo 48 
Bridgeport 85, Queens, N.Y. 67 
Clarion 69, Mercyhurst 66 
Col by-Sawyer 72, Wentworth Tech 57 
College of NJ. 71, Kean 54 
East Stroudsburg 75, Mansfield 71 
Gannon 79, Edinboro 62 
Geneva 100, Thiel 75 
Georgia St. 70, Northeastern 68 
Gettysburg 72, Franklin & Marshall 60 
Gordon 82, New England 75 
Hofstra 99, James Madison 96, 20T 
Holy Cross 74, Navy 69 
Indiana, Pa. 60, California, Pa. 58 
Kutztown 77, West Chester 67 
Lafayette 71, Bucknell 68 
LeMoyne 86, St. Michael’s 65 
Lehigh 49, Colgate 40 
MIT 97, Clark U. 89 

Montclair St. 58, William Paterson 57 
Muhlenberg 76, Dickinson 70 
Old Westbury 71, Mt. St. Vincent 65 
Rhode Island 71, Massachusetts 59 

R. Stockton 78, Rutgers-Camden 63 
Richmond 62, La Salle 53 

Rider 90, Niagara 87 
Roger Williams 80, Curry 68 
Rutgers-Newark 59, NJ. City 55 
Shippensburg 64, Bloomsburg 55 
Springfield 47, Babson 44 
St. Joseph’s, L.l. 105, Polytechnic 65 
St. Thomas Aquinas 74, Concordia, 
N.Y. 66, OT 

Stonehill 77, Pace 59 
Stony Brook 66, Boston U. 54 
Swarthmore 48, Washington, Md. 47 
Temple 72, Fordham 45 
Ursinus 73, Haverford 64 
W. New England 83, Anna Maria 75 
West Virginia 79, Notre Dame 68 
William & Mary 76, Towson 54 
Worcester Tech 85, Wheaton, Mass. 68 
SOUTH 

Auburn 71, Georgia 59 
Augusta St. 80, Francis Marion 77 
Bluefield 69, Bryan 66 
E. Kentucky 74, Morehead St. 70 
Florida 83, Alabama 74 
Florida St. 80, Miami 67 
George Mason 49, Drexel 48 
Georgetown 65, South Florida 40 
Louisville 94, Providence 76 
Marshall 88, Houston 83 
McNeese St. 88, Northwestern St. 74 
Memphis 90, SMU 47 
Miles 59, Clark Atlanta 52 
Mississippi 81, Tennessee 65 
Mississippi St. 75, South Carolina 70 
Morgan St. 74, Howard 69 
N. Kentucky 74, Wis.-Parkside 51 
North Carolina 89, N.C. State 80 
Northwood, Fla. 77, Webber 68, OT 
Old Dominion 84, UNC Wilmington 65 
Randolph-Macon 69, Hampden-Syd- 
ney 67 

S. C.-Aiken 68, Lander 53 
Savannah St. 79, Florida Atlantic 66 
St. Thomas, Fla. 70, Savannah Art 62 
Tenn. Wesleyan 86, King, Tenn. 82 
Texas-Arlington 70, SE Louisiana 66 
The Citadel 64, Davidson 46 
Transylvania 67, Mount St. Joseph 49 
UAB 76, Tulane 70 

UNC Asheville 81, High Point 78, OT 
Union, Ky. 74, Montreat 63 
Va. Commonwealth 78, Delaware 67 
Virginia 75, Virginia Tech 61 
Wake Forest 87, Georgia Tech 69 
Washington & Lee 86, Roanoke 73 
Winthrop 60, Gardner-Webb 55 
MIDWEST 

Akron 53, Miami (Ohio) 44 

Bluffton 59, Defiance 57 

Calvin 67, Albion 62 

Capital 79, Heidelberg 76 

Cent. Michigan 63, N. Illinois 44 

Central St., Ohio 84, Urbana 64 

Cleveland St. 58, Youngstown St. 54 

Drake 47, N. Iowa 46 

Emporia St. 84, Pittsburg St. 74 

Franklin 92, Hanover 84 

Hope 97, Adrian 79 

III.-Chicago 77, Wright St. 66, OT 

Illinois St. 74, Wichita St. 59 

Indiana St. 78, S. Illinois 72 

John Carroll 86, Baldwin-Wallace 71 

Kansas 72, Iowa St. 55 

Loyola of Chicago 67, Detroit 41 

Mount Union 63, Marietta 60 

NW Missouri St. 62, Truman St. 51 

Nebraska 46, Colorado 41 

Northwestern 72, Ohio St. 69 

Ohio Wesleyan 64, Oberlin 61 

Olivet 75, Alma 72, 20T 

Penn St. 38, Illinois 33 

SW Baptist 86, Fort Hays St. 84 


Deals 
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Saint Louis 73, Saint Joseph’s 71 
St. Olaf 68, Macalester 47 
Tenn.-Martin 76, E. Illinois 60 
Toledo 71, Ball St. 67 
Trine 71, Kalamazoo 70 
W. Michigan 46, E. Michigan 38 
Wabash 68, Wittenberg 43 
Wilmington, Ohio 87, Otterbein 77 
Wis.-Green Bay 76, Valparaiso 61 
Wis.-Milwaukee 63, Butler 60 
SOUTHWEST 

Angelo St. 65, W. Texas A&M 63 
Cameron 59, Northeastern St. 53 
LSU 72, Arkansas 69 
Lamar 60, Sam Houston St. 57 
Oklahoma St. 92, Texas Tech 82 
SW Oklahoma 83, SE Oklahoma 54 
TCU 62, Air Force 50 
Tarleton St. 80, Abilene Christian 64 
Texas A&M Commerce 108, East Cen¬ 
tral 86 

Texas A&M-Kingsville 74, E. New Mex¬ 
ico 69 

Texas-San Antonio 73, Texas A&M- 
Corpus Christi 66 
UTEP 67, Rice 58 

FAR WEST 

Idaho 56, Boise St. 54 

Long Beach St. 75, Cal St.-Fullerton 74 

UC Davis 75, Cal Poly 73 

UC Irvine 73, CS Northridge 51 

UC Santa Barbara 67, Pacific 57 

Utah 89, Colorado St. 79, OT 

Utah St. 78, CS Bakersfield 57 

Wyoming 77, UNLV 68 

Wednesday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Army 60, American U. 58, OT 
Boston U. 76, Binghamton 75, OT 
Bryant 48, NJ. Tech 47 
Bucknell 58, Lafayette 40 
Connecticut 75, Providence 39 
Duquesne 70, St. Bonaventure 68, OT 
George Washington 83, Massachu¬ 
setts 62 

Georgetown 79, West Virginia 73, OT 
Hartford 72, UMBC 43 
Holy Cross 67, Navy 58 
Lehigh 71, Colgate 42 
Maine 59, Albany, N.Y. 51 
Pittsburgh 70, Villanova 54 
Rutgers 73, Seton Hall 58 
Saint Joseph’s 68, Fordham 52 
Saint Louis 63, Rhode Island 43 
SOUTH 

Arkansas St. 47, New Orleans 41 
McNeese St. 75, Northwestern St. 66 
Middle Tennessee 90, South Alabama 
64 

Richmond 60, Dayton 51 
Temple 77, Charlotte 73 
Troy 62, Fla. International 61 
MIDWEST 

Iowa St. 61, Nebraska 38 
Marquette 67, Cincinnati 61 
Missouri 52, Kansas St. 43 
Xavier 72, La Salle 42 

SOUTHWEST 

Ark.-Little Rock 56, W. Kentucky 40 
Lamar 89, Sam Houston St. 88, OT 
North Texas 78, Louisiana-Monroe 70 
Oklahoma St. 58, Texas 52 
SE Louisiana 82, Texas-Arlington 74 
Texas-San Antonio 72, Texas A&M- 
Corpus Christi 54 

FAR WEST 
Colorado 69, Kansas 62 
Denver 74, Louisiana-Lafayette 59 
TCU 67, Air Force 57 
UC Irvine 57, CS Northridge 53 
Utah 74, Colorado St. 45 
Wyoming 50, UNLV 44 


Boxing 


Fight schedule 

Feb. 27 

At Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Ca¬ 
sino, Hollywood, Fla., Glen Johnson, Mi¬ 
ami, vs. Daniel Judah, Brooklyn, N.Y., 10, 
light heavyweights. 

At the Prudential Center, Newark, 
N.J., Tomasz Adamek, Jersey City, N.J., 
vs. Johnathon Banks, Detroit, 12, for 
Adamek’s IBF cruiserweight title; Dioni- 
sio Miranda, Miami, vs. Giovanni Loren¬ 
zo, New York, 12, IBF middleweight elimi¬ 
nator. 

Feb. 28 

At the Toyota Center, Houston, Juan 
Manuel Marquez, Anaheim, Calif., vs. 
Juan Diaz, Houston, 12, for Diaz’s IBO 
lightweight title; Chris John, Indonesia, 
vs. Rocky Juarez, Houston, 12, for John’s 
WBA featherweight title. 

At Oaxaca, Mexico, Roman Gonzalez, 
Nicaragua, vs. Francisco Rosas, Mexico, 
12, for Gonzalez’s WBA minimumweight 
title. 

At Toluca, Mexico, Cesar Canchilla, 
Colombia, vs. Giovanni Segura, Bell Gar¬ 
dens, Calif., 12, for the interim WBA light 
flyweight title. 

March 6 

At Mohegan Sun Casino, Uncasville, 
Conn., Delvin Rodriguez, Danbury, Conn., 
vs. Shamone Alvarez, Atlantic City, N.J., 
IBF welterweight title eliminator. 


College hockey 


Wednesday’s scores 

EAST 

Nichols 3, Mass.-Dartmouth 1 
Plymouth St. at Franklin Pierce, ppd., 
weather 

S. New Hampshire 7, Stonehill 2 
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Spring training roundup 

Griffey chooses Mariners over Braves 



Paul Beaty/AP 

Ken Griffey Jr., who has expressed a desire to retire as a Seattle 
Mariner, has agreed to a one-year deal to rejoin the team. 


Nationals 
prospect 
::aked age 

By Howard Fendrich 

The Associated Press 

VIERA, Fla. — A top baseball 
prospect from the Dominican Re¬ 
public who received a $1.4 million 
signing bonus from the Washing¬ 
ton Nationals lied about his age 
and name in what team president 
Stan Kasten called “an elaborate 
scheme.” 

“I’m angry. I’m very angry. 
We’ve been defrauded,” Kasten 
said Wednesday. “And make no 
mistake: This wasn’t a college kid 
with a fake ID.” 

“This was a deliberate, premed¬ 
itated fraud” that involved bribes, 
along with falsified hospital and 
school records, Kasten said. 

In July 2006, to much fanfare, 
the Nationals signed a 16-year- 
old shortstop named Esmailyn 
“Smiley” Gonzalez and held a 
news conference during which 
general manager Jim Bowden 
compared the player to Hall of 
Famer Ozzie Smith. Still known 
as Gonzalez, he wound up lead¬ 
ing the rookie-level Gulf Coast 
League with a .343 batting aver¬ 
age in 2008 and was honored as 
the league’s MVR 

The Nationals have been listing 
his date of birth as Sept. 21,1989 

— which would make him 19 now 

— but Kasten said Wednesday 
that a Major League Baseball in¬ 
vestigation determined Gonzalez 
is actually Carlos David Alvarez 
Lugo, born in November 1985 

— meaning he is really 23. 

“This is going to have serious 

repercussions,” said Kasten, who 
spoke to reporters after SI.com 
first reported on Gonzalez/Lugo. 
“I have people examining all pos¬ 
sible avenues of recourse, with 
regards to any legal and financial 
concerns.” 

While Kasten said there were 
“a number of people involved” 
in the hoax, he would not say 
whether anyone employed by the 
Nationals is suspected of playing 
a role. 

“I’m not going to say anything 
right now while the investigation 
continues,” Kasten said. 

As for the player, Kasten said: 
“This is a big difference be¬ 
tween being a 16-year-old and a 
20-year-old. Do I know what his 
future holds as a baseball player? 
I don’t. I would say clearly he re¬ 
mains a prospect — but I would 
say a very different kind of pros¬ 
pect — today. I’m not prepared to 
say what is going to happen in his 
career just yet.” 


The Associated Press 

PEORIA, Ariz. — Ken Griffey 
Jr. wouldn’t let anyone know of 
his decision to rejoin Seattle and 
spurn Atlanta until he called 
Chuck Armstrong. 

The Mariners president for the 
last 24 years had built a strong 
friendship with “Kenny” and his 
family from the day in 1987 when 
Seattle made Griffey its No. 1 
overall draft choice. 

A few years ago Major League 
Baseball gave Griffey an offsea¬ 
son award. The league told him 
he could have anyone he wanted 
flown to baseball’s winter meet¬ 
ings and present it to him. Griffey 
chose Armstrong. And it was 
Armstrong who kept lobbying 
Griffey to come back, even after it 
appeared Tuesday he was choos¬ 
ing Atlanta, to be closer to home. 

So when Griffey decided 
Wednesday he was taking the 
Mariners’ one-year contract 
worth about $2 million, plus in¬ 
centives, to be their designated 
hitter, Griffey wouldn’t let any¬ 
one else know until he reached 
Armstrong. But Armstrong was 
in the air at the time, on a delayed 
flight back to Seattle after a short 
visit to spring training. Only after 
Griffey finally reached his friend 
did word get out. 

“It is great to have the icon of 
the Seattle Mariners back home, 
where he belongs,” Armstrong 
said late Wednesday night. “It’s 
great when a decision made for 
baseball reasons works for every 
aspect of the organization. 

“We could not be more pleased 
that Kenny is returning to 
Seattle.” 

Griffey hit two home runs in the 
last game he played in the Emer¬ 
ald City, June 24, 2007, when he 
was with Cincinnati at the end 
of a series between the Reds and 
Mariners that turned into a week¬ 
end love-fest for him. After that 
game, he said he wanted to retire 
as a Mariner. 

Now he can. 

Seattle general manager Jack 
Zduriencik knows Griffey wanted 
to complete his legacy in the place 
it began. 

“Oh, I don’t think there’s any 
doubt about that,” Zduriencik 
said. “Everyone knows Ken 
Griffey Jr. is a first-ballot Hall of 
Famer. And he’s returning to his 
roots. 

“That doesn’t happen too 
often.” 

Griffey, who is expected to ar¬ 
rive in camp Friday or Saturday, 
is fifth on baseball’s career home 


run list with 611. 

He was No. 1 on the list of 
stars Seattle fans wanted most to 
reclaim. 

Now that the Mariners have 
determined Griffey is healthy 
following knee surgery last fall — 
he passed an extensive physical 
on Sunday — Seattle is hoping he 
brings at least a semblance of the 
skills he provided as the dynamic 
leader who ushered in the fran¬ 
chise’s heyday in the mid-1990s. 

“We are revitalizing this fran¬ 
chise. He brings something to the 
table there,” Zduriencik dead- 
panned after he made his biggest 
splash yet while trying to resur¬ 
rect the Mariners. 

Seattle lost 101 games last sea¬ 
son and hasn’t been the playoffs 
since 2001. 

“Ken wanted to come back to 
this city that he loves, to this fan 
base that he loves,” Zduriencik 
said. 

Atlanta appeared to be Griffey’s 
choice on Tuesday for the same 
reason the former Mariners star 
left Seattle in 2000: geography. 
The Braves’ spring training camp 
is about a 20-minute drive from 
the Griffey family home in Or¬ 
lando, Fla., and Atlanta is about 
an hour away by plane. 

But after conflicting reports 
about where the aging star would 
settle, Griffey ultimately chose to 
follow through on his proclama¬ 
tion two years ago when he came 
to Seattle while playing with the 
Reds — that he wanted to finish 
his career as a Mariner. 

“We were informed tonight 
that Ken Griffey Jr. has decided 
to return to Seattle,” said Braves 


general manager Frank Wren, 
who absorbed another in a se¬ 
ries of disappointments. “We will 
continue to be open to other pos¬ 
sibilities to improve our outfield 
offense and, at the same time, 
give our young players an oppor¬ 
tunity to show us they can win 
that job.” 

In other spring training news: 

■ Yankees captain Derek Jeter 
finally spoke up on teammate 
Alex Rodriguez’s admission to 
using performance-enhancing 
drugs. 

Jeter offered A-Rod his support, 
and said it’s time to move on. 

“We’re here to support him 
through it,” Jeter said in Tampa, 
Fla. “I don’t condone what he did. 
We don’t condone what he did. 
And Alex doesn’t condone what 
he did. And I think at this point 
now it’s our jobs to try to help him 
be as comfortable as he can on the 
field and try to move past this.” 

Meanwhile, the cousin who A- 
Rod claims repeatedly injected 
him with a substance from the 
Dominican Republic has been 
found living in Miami, according 
to a published report. 

Carmen Sucart told ESPN late 
Wednesday that her husband, 
Yuri Sucart, was the cousin who 
Rodriguez referred to during a 
news conference a day earlier in 
which the Yankees slugger tried to 
explain a 2003 positive drug test. 

Rodriguez said during the 
news conference that he’d “rath¬ 
er not get into who my cousin is. 
I’m here to stand front and cen¬ 
ter and take the blame, because I 
am responsible for this. He basi¬ 
cally took an instruction from me 


and felt he was doing something 
that was going to be helpful, not 
hurtful.” 

Carmen Sucart told an ESPN 
producer on the phone that “her 
husband had nothing to say.” 

“What A-Rod said at the press 
conference is what happened and 
that is all,” she said. “And if you 
want to talk to my husband, why 
don’t you talk to his lawyer?” 

Sucart declined to give the 
name of her husband’s lawyer. 

■ Texas All-Star Michael 
Young got a look at the view from 
his new spot in the infield — about 
40 feet to the right of his former 
shortstop position. 

A day before the Rangers’ first 
full-squad workout in Surprise, 
Ariz., Young stood near third base 
during batting practice to get an 
idea of how the ball came off the 
bat. He also took grounders from 
manager Ron Washington. 

Texas switched Young, who 
won the AL Gold Glove at short¬ 
stop last season, to third base to 
make room for 20-year-old short¬ 
stop Elvis Andrus, a touted pros¬ 
pect who has never played above 
Double-A. 

■ Chicago White Sox slugger 
Jim Thome said he plans to see 
age 40 from a big league dugout. 

The 38-year-old designated hit¬ 
ter said that he’d like to play at 
least two more seasons in the ma¬ 
jors to get homer No. 600 and the 
World Series ring that’s eluded 
him for 18 seasons so far. 

Thome hit 34 homers last sea¬ 
son with a .245 average and 90 
RBIs. His long homer in the sev¬ 
enth inning of the one-game play¬ 
off against Minnesota on Sept. 30 
gave the Sox a 1-0 win. 

■ Greg Maddux isn’t ready to 
give up baseball altogether. 

The four-time Cy Young Award 
winner rejoined the San Diego 
Padres as a spring training in¬ 
structor in Peoria, Ariz. Though 
his position is only temporary, 
Maddux hopes it will lead to a 
permanent coaching job. Maddux 
retired in December after 23 big 
league seasons. 

On Thursday: 

■ Outfielder Jeff Francoeur 
agreed to a $3,375 million, one- 
year contract with the Atlanta 
Braves, avoiding a salary arbitra¬ 
tion hearing. 

■ Houston Astros left fielder 
Carlos Lee is finally in camp. 
Lee showed up two days after the 
team’s reporting deadline for the 
first full-squad workout. He had 
told manager Cecil Cooper he got 
his dates confused when arrang¬ 
ing to leave Panama. 


Start: Indians pleased to land Pavano despite past injuries 


START, FROM BACK PAGE 

“That’s not the type of guy I am. 
You’re not going to hear me say 
things like that about teammates. 
I just go about my business. Ev¬ 
eryone is an individual. We all 
have flaws. We all are going to 
make mistakes and you always 
support each other. I’ve always 
tried to do that wherever I’ve 
been.” 


Pavano also felt like he was tar¬ 
geted too often by New York’s in¬ 
satiable media, which didn’t seem 
willing to cut him any slack. 

“I didn’t try to fight it,” he said. 
“It frustrated me at times because 
everything that I had to talk about 
was negative. How do you turn 
the page when you’re constantly 
being reminded of that stuff? No 
one can control injuries and no 


one likes injuries. I don’t know 
one person who has ever enjoyed 
being injured. It’s so much fun 
being out there and competing 
and winning. That’s how we’re 
built, with that competitive na¬ 
ture. All that other stuff can go 
out the window.” 

That’s exactly how the Indians 
are viewing Pavano’s injury-rid¬ 
dled past. They have been pleased 


with what he’s shown them so far, 
and Wedge doesn’t see Pavano’s 
signing as a risk. 

“I feel like we’re making a pret¬ 
ty good bet about him physically 
because he’s far enough along 
and beyond that,” he said. “I feel 
pretty confident when I look at 
him in our rotation. We still think 
there is a lot there.” 

An outcast in New York, Pa¬ 


vano already feels like he’s part 
of Cleveland’s family. As long as 
his arm holds up he feels he can 
deliver for the Indians. 

“The health is there and rep¬ 
etition should help me get back 
to being my old self,” he said. “I 
take it as a compliment that they 
believe in me and they’re giving 
me the opportunity. What more 
could you want?” 
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NBA roundup 

For Paul, Hornets 
a doubly good night 


The Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS — Chris Paul 
hopes it won’t be long before he 
can toss up alley-oop lobs to Tyson 
Chandler again. In the meantime, 
New Orleans’ All-Star point guard 
is coming up with other ways to 
help the Hornets win. 

Paul had 36 points and 10 as¬ 
sists, and New Orleans handed the 
Orlando Magic their worst loss of 
the season, 117-85 on Wednesday 
night. For Paul and a number of 
his teammates, the night got even 
better after the game when they 
learned Chandler’s trade to Okla¬ 
homa City had been called off. 

On Tuesday, the Hornets trad¬ 
ed Chandler to the Thunder for 
Chris Wilcox, Joe Smith and the 
rights to DeVon Hardin, a sec¬ 
ond-round pick who never signed 
with the Thunder. But Chandler, 
who missed New Orleans’ last 12 
games before the All-Star break 
with a sprained left ankle, failed 
his physical. 

Paul and fellow All-Star David 
West had been unhappy with the 
trade, with West saying it left the 
Hornets with a big hole in the 
middle. 

Barring any late-hour deals be¬ 
fore Thursday afternoon’s trading 
deadline, it appeared the Hornets 
would be keeping Chandler after 
all — and hoping he could regain 
his health in time to help with the 
stretch run toward the playoffs. 

“I’m quite sure he’ll have some 
personal feelings about the whole 
ordeal, but we’ve just got to get 
his mind focused on basketball 
and let him know we need him to 
perform and I think he’ll do that,” 
West said. 

The Hornets have played well 
without Chandler in two games 
since the All-Star break, starting 
with a close victory in Oklahoma 
City on Tuesday night. 

Against the Magic, the Hornets 
were up by double digits for most 
of the game, with Rasual Butler 
scoring 15 points and West 14. 

Rashard Lewis had 17 points, 
and J. J. Redick 14 for Orlando. 

Orlando’s previous worst loss 
was by 19 points to Boston on 
Dec. 1. Having won in overtime 
against Charlotte on Tuesday 
night, the Magic looked flat in 
New Orleans, shooting 37 percent 
(26-of-70) and going 20-for-36 on 
free throws. 

New Orleans outscored Or¬ 
lando 44-18 in the paint and out- 
rebounded the Magic 46-35. 

“It was one of those nights a 
player just obliterated us,” Orlando 
coach Stan Van Gundy said about 
Paul. “You can complain about 
your defense all you want, but 
sometimes great players just make 
you look worse than you are.” 

Mavericks 113, Nets 98: 
Jason Kidd and Antoine Wright 
celebrated the first anniversary 
of their trade from New Jersey 
a day early, leading host Dallas 
past their former team. 

Kidd opened the game with 
three early three-pointers and 
scored 23 points. He also had 
10 assists and a quick-handed 


steal against Devin Harris — the 
youngster he was dealt for — dur¬ 
ing the game-breaking third 
quarter. Wright hit three three- 
pointers and scored 13 of his 20 
points in the period. 

Josh Howard had 24 points and 
10 rebounds, and Dirk Nowitzki 
had 23 points and nine rebounds 
for Dallas, 7-2 since Kidd was put 
in charge of the offense. 

Lakers 129, Warriors 121: 
At Oakland, Calif., Kobe Bry¬ 
ant scored 30 points, Pau Gasol 
added 24 points and 13 rebounds, 
and Los Angeles rallied for its 
13th victory in 15 games. 

Stephen Jackson and Corey 
Maggette scored 24 points apiece 
for Golden State. 

Timberwolves 111, Heat 104: 
Sebastian Telfair had 30 points 
and eight assists, and Minnesota 
hit a season-high 14 three-point¬ 
ers to spoil Jermaine O’Neal’s 
debut in Miami. 

Dwyane Wade finished with 37 
points and 12 assists for Miami. 
O’Neal, who sustained a right eye 
injury in the third quarter and 
missed 13 minutes, had 13 points 
in his first game since being ac¬ 
quired from Toronto. 

Cavaliers 93, Raptors 76: At 
Toronto, LeBron James had 20 
points, nine rebounds and nine 
assists, and Zydrunas Ilgauskas 
added 22 points for Cleveland. 

Joey Graham had 15 points for 
Toronto. 

Nuggets 101, 76ers 89: At 

Philadelphia, Carmelo Anthony 
had 26 points and 14 rebounds, 
Chauncey Billups added 22 points 
for Denver in the Nuggets’ third 
straight victory. 

Andre Miller led Philadelphia 
with 17 points, but strained his 
right calf with about 7Vi minutes 
left in the third quarter. 

Suns 142, Clippers 119: At 
Los Angeles, Amare Stoudemire 
had 42 points and 11 rebounds, 
shooting 15-for-20 from the field 
for Phoenix. 

Steve Nash had 21 points and 12 
assists for the rejuvenated Suns, 
who played their second game 
under interim head coach Alvin 
Gentry following Terry Porter’s 
firing. 

Bobcats 103, Pacers 94: 

Gerald Wallace had 25 points, 10 
rebounds and seven assists, and 
Raymond Felton added 16 points 
for host Charlotte. 

Troy Murphy had 18 points and 
16 rebounds for Indiana. Danny 
Granger left after spraining his 
right foot in the second quarter. 

Bulls 113, Bucks 104: At 
Milwaukee, Kirk Hinrich scored 
a season-high 31 points for Chi¬ 
cago, playing with a short bench 
after trading four players to 
Sacramento. 

Hawks 105, Kings 100: For¬ 
mer Sacramento guard Mike 
Bibby scored 29 points in Atlan¬ 
ta’s road victory. 

Trail Blazers 94, Grizzlies 90: 
Brandon Roy had 24 points, in¬ 
cluding two key layups in the final 
minutes, to help host Portland im¬ 
prove to 8-3 in its past 11 games. 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 



W 

L 

Pet 

GB 

Boston 

44 

11 

.800 

— 

Philadelphia 

27 

26 

.509 

16 

New Jersey 

24 

31 

.436 

20 

New York 

22 

31 

.415 

21 

Toronto 

21 

35 

.375 

23V2 


Southeast Division 



Orlando 

39 

14 

.736 

— 

Atlanta 

32 

22 

.593 

71/2 

Miami 

28 

25 

.528 

11 

Charlotte 

22 

32 

.407 

17’/2 

Washington 

12 

42 

.222 

271/2 

Central Division 



Cleveland 

41 

11 

.788 

— 

Detroit 

27 

25 

.519 

14 

Milwaukee 

27 

30 

.474 

I 6 V 2 

Chicago 

24 

30 

.444 

18 

Indiana 

22 

34 

.393 

21 


Western Conference 


Southwest Division 



W 

L 

Pet 

GB 

San Antonio 

35 

17 

.673 

— 

New Orleans 

32 

20 

.615 

3 

Houston 

33 

21 

.611 

3 

Dallas 

32 

21 

.604 

3/2 

Memphis 

15 

39 

.278 

21 

Northwest Division 



Denver 

37 

17 

.685 

— 

Portland 

33 

20 

.623 

3/2 

Utah 

31 

23 

.574 

6 

Minnesota 

18 

35 

.340 

I 8 V 2 

Oklahoma City 

13 

41 

.241 

24 

Pacific Division 



L.A. Lakers 

44 

10 

.815 

— 

Phoenix 

30 

23 

.566 

13/2 

Golden State 

19 

36 

.345 

251/2 

L.A. Clippers 

13 

42 

.236 

31/2 

Sacramento 

11 

44 

.200 

331/2 


Tuesday’s games 

Orlando 107, Charlotte 102, OT 
Indiana 100, Philadelphia 91 
Washington 111, Minnesota 103 
Milwaukee 92, Detroit 86 
New York 112, San Antonio 107, OT 
New Orleans 100, Oklahoma City 98 
Houston 114, New Jersey 88 
Utah 117, Memphis 99 
Phoenix 140, L.A. Clippers 100 
L.A. Lakers 96, Atlanta 83 

Wednesday’s games 
Cleveland 93, Toronto 76 
Charlotte 103, Indiana 94 
Denver 101, Philadelphia 89 
Minnesota 111, Miami 104 
New Orleans 117, Orlando 85 
Chicago 113, Milwaukee 104 
Dallas 113, New Jersey 98 
Portland 94, Memphis 90 
Atlanta 105, Sacramento 100 
Phoenix 142, L.A. Clippers 119 
L.A. Lakers 129, Golden State 121 
Thursday’s games 
San Antonio at Detroit 
Boston at Utah 

Friday’s games 
Orlando at Charlotte 
Toronto at New York 
Dallas at Houston 
Sacramento at Memphis 
Washington at New Jersey 
Indiana at Minnesota 
Denver at Chicago 
Cleveland at Milwaukee 
Oklahoma City at Phoenix 
Atlanta at Portland 
New Orleans at L.A. Lakers 
Saturday’s games 
Philadelphia at Miami 
San Antonio at Washington 
Sacramento at Dallas 
New Orleans at Utah 
Oklahoma City at Golden State 

Wednesday 

Nuggets 101, 76ers 89 

DENVER - Anthony 10-24 6-11 26, Mar¬ 
tin 2-6 7-7 11, Nene 8-10 1-3 17, Jones 1-2 
0-0 2, Billups 7-14 5-5 22, Carter 4-5 1-2 9, 
J.Smith 2-5 1-2 6, Andersen 1-3 0-0 2, Klei- 
za 1-6 2-2 4, Balkman 0-0 0-0 0, Weems 1-1 
0-0 2. Totals 37-76 23-32 101. 

PHILADELPHIA - Iguodala 1-6 8-11 10, 
Young 4-14 2-3 12, Dalembert 5-9 2-2 12, 
Green 3-9 2-2 8, Miller 6-13 5-5 17, Wil¬ 
liams 3-14 8-10 15, Evans 0-3 1-4 1, Ivey 

1- 6 1-2 3, Speights 5-11 0-0 11, Ratliff 0-1 
0-0 0. Totals 28-86 29-39 89. 

Denver 13 24 34 30-101 

Philadelphia 25 22 21 21- 89 

Three-Point Goals—Denver 4-15 (Bil¬ 
lups 3-6, J. Smith 1-3, Martin 0-1, Anthony 
0-2, Kleiza 0-3), Philadelphia 4-13 (Young 

2- 3, Speights 1-1, Williams 1-3, Green 
0-2, Ivey 0-4). Fouled Out—Iguodala. 
Rebounds—Denver 60 (Anthony 14), 
Philadelphia 56 (Dalembert, Speights 

10). Assists—Denver 19 (Billups, Carter, 
J. Smith 5), Philadelphia 15 (Iguodala 4). 
Total Fouls—Denver 32, Philadelphia 29. 
Technicals—Anthony, Denver Coach Karl. 
A—15,979 (20,318). 

Cavaliers 93, Raptors 76 

CLEVELAND - James 9-17 2-2 20, Vare- 
jao 2-3 1-2 5, Ilgauskas 11-17 0-2 22, Kin¬ 
sey 2-5 1-2 5, Williams 7-11 2-2 17, Gibson 

1-6 0-0 3, Szczerbiak 4-4 3-4 11, Hickson 
4-5 0-0 8, Jackson 0-1 2-2 2, Wright 0-0 0-0 
0. Totals 40-69 11-16 93. 

TORONTO - Marion 4-9 2-2 10, Graham 

6-16 3-4 15, Bargnani 5-14 0-0 11, Parker 

3- 13 2-2 9, Calderon 5-10 3-3 13, Voskuhl 

1-3 0-0 2, Kapono 3-9 0-0 8, Ukic 1-3 0-0 
2, Jawai 1-2 0-0 2, Banks 2-6 0-1 4. Totals 
31-85 10-12 76. 

Cleveland 24 23 24 22-93 

Toronto 23 18 15 20-76 

Three-Point Goals—Cleveland 2-10 
(Williams 1-2, Gibson 1-4, Kinsey 0-1, 
James 0-3), Toronto 4-15 (Kapono 2-3, 
Bargnani 1-3, Parker 1-4, Marion 0-1, Ukic 
0-1, Calderon 0-3). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Cleveland 51 (Varejao 14), 
Toronto 39 (Parker 7). Assists—Cleveland 
20 (James 9), Toronto 18 (Marion 6). Total 
Fouls—Cleveland 13, Toronto 13. Techni¬ 
cals—Cleveland defensive three second, 
Toronto Coach Triano 2. Ejected— Toron¬ 
to Coach Triano. A-19,800 (19,800). 



Alex Brandon/AP 


The Hornets’ James Posey 
passes over the Magic’s Jeremy 
Richardson on Wednesday. 

Bobcats 103, Pacers 94 

INDIANA - Granger 4-9 2-2 12, Murphy 

6- 15 5-6 18, Hibbert 3-7 0-2 6, Ford 2-9 2-5 
6, Jack 7-15 3-4 18, Nesterovic 5-6 0-0 10, 
Daniels 7-16 0-0 14, Diener 0-3 1-2 1, Rush 

2- 9 0-2 5, Baston 2-2 0-0 4. Totals 38-91 
13-23 94. 

CHARLOTTE - Wallace 5-17 15-17 25, 
Diaw 7-13 0-0 14, Okafor 5-12 2-2 12, Bell 

4-12 0-0 11, Felton 5-10 4-4 16, Diop 0-0 1- 
2 1, Augustin 1-4 4-6 6, Martin 1-3 0-0 3, 
Howard 0-0 0-0 0, Radmanovic 6-12 1-2 15. 
Totals 34-83 27-33 103. 

Indiana 25 25 19 25- 94 

Charlotte 32 21 26 24-103 

Three-Point Goals—Indiana 5-22 
(Granger 2-3, Jack 1-3, Murphy 1-4, Rush 

1-6, Diener 0-3, Daniels 0-3), Charlotte 8- 
21 (Bell 3-5, Radmanovic 2-4, Felton 2-4, 
Martin 1-2, Augustin 0-3, Wallace 0-3). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Indiana 
64 (Murphy 16), Charlotte 54 (Okafor 12). 
Assists—Indiana 23 (Diener 6), Charlotte 
23 (Wallace 7). Total Fouls-lndiana 28, 
Charlotte 18. A-12,374 (19,077). 

Timberwolves 111, Heat 104 

MINNESOTA - Miller 2-4 2-3 7, Gomes 

8-14 1-2 20, Love 6-10 4-4 16, Foye 6-12 0-0 
14, Telfair 7-14 10-10 30, Carney 1-3 2-2 5, 
Collins 1-2 0-2 2, Smith 4-7 2-4 10, Cardi¬ 
nal 2-3 2-2 7. Totals 37-69 23-29 111. 

MIAMI - Jones 0-4 0-0 0, Haslem 7- 
12 3-4 17, O’Neal 6-9 1-2 13, Wade 12-22 
12-13 37, Chalmers 4-6 2-2 12, Cook 3-10 
0-0 8, Quinn 2-8 1-1 5, Beasley 4-10 0-0 8, 
Anthony 0-0 4-4 4, Moon 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 
38-81 23-26 104. 

Minnesota 20 26 36 29-111 

Miami 31 18 24 31-104 

Three-Point Goals—Minnesota 14-22 
(Telfair 6-10, Gomes 3-4, Foye 2-4, Miller 

1- 1, Cardinal 1-1, Carney 1-2), Miami 5-20 
(Chalmers 2-3, Cook 2-7, Wade 1-5, Jones 
0-2, Quinn 0-3). Fouled Out—Chalmers. 
Rebounds—Minnesota 55 (Cardinal 10), 
Miami 29 (Haslem 6). Assists—Minneso¬ 
ta 24 (Miller 9), Miami 19 (Wade 12). Total 
Fouls—Minnesota 20, Miami 23. Techni¬ 
cals—Telfair, Miami defensive three sec¬ 
ond. A-17,525 (19,600). 

Bulls 113, Bucks 104 

CHICAGO - Deng 9-17 3-5 21, Thomas 

3- 7 2-2 8, Noah 1-3 2-2 4, Gordon 6-15 5-5 
18, Rose 5-9 8-8 18, Hinrich 8-14 10-10 31, 
Sefolosha 3-9 1-1 8, Gray 1-4 3-4 5. Totals 
36-78 34-37 113. 

MILWAUKEE - Jefferson 8-18 15-16 
32, Villanueva 5-14 5-5 17, Elson 2-3 2-2 

6, Mbah a Moute 4-5 0-1 8, Sessions 5-13 

2- 4 12, Bogans 1-6 0-0 2, Gadzuric 4-9 0- 
1 8, Bell 3-12 1-2 10, Alexander 1-3 2-2 4, 
Gill 2-5 0-0 5, Allen 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 35-89 
27-33 104. 

Chicago 23 26 30 34-113 

Milwaukee 22 29 24 29-104 

Three-Point Goals—Chicago 7-17 
(Hinrich 5-8, Gordon 1-4, Sefolosha 1- 
5), Milwaukee 7-21 (Bell 3-9, Villanueva 

2-3, Gill 1-2, Jefferson 1-4, Bogans 0-3). 
Fouled Out—Noah. Rebounds—Chicago 
46 (Noah 9), Milwaukee 59 (Villanueva 
12). Assists—Chicago 23 (Rose 9), Mil¬ 
waukee 17 (Sessions 4). Total Fouls—Chi¬ 
cago 26, Milwaukee 24. Technicals—Chi¬ 
cago Coach Del Negro, Milwaukee Coach 
Skiles. A—15,309 (18,717). 

Mavericks 113, Nets 98 

NEW JERSEY - Hassell 0-1 0-0 0, An¬ 
derson 2-2 2-2 7, Lopez 7-12 2-2 16, Carter 

7- 21 1-2 15, Harris 5-18 8-10 18, Dooling 

6- 10 1-1 14, Hayes 6-6 2-2 15, Yi 3-7 2-2 9, 
Boone 2-3 0-0 4. Totals 38-80 18-21 98. 

DALLAS - Howard 8-17 7-10 24, Nowit¬ 
zki 9-17 5-6 23, Dampier 5-5 0-0 10, Wright 

7- 11 2-2 20, Kidd 7-10 4-6 23, Bass 3-8 1-2 

7, Barea3-7 0-0 6, Carroll 0-1 0-0 0, George 
0-1 0-0 0. Totals 42-77 19-26 113. 

New Jersey 28 27 15 28- 98 

Dallas 28 24 40 21-113 

Three-Point Goals—New Jersey 4-19 
(Hayes 1-1, Anderson 1-1, Yi 1-3, Dooling 
1-3, Carter 0-5, Harris 0-6), Dallas 10-14 
(Kidd 5-6, Wright 4-4, Howard 1-2, George 
0-1, Carroll 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—New Jersey 42 (Lopez 7), Dallas 
45 (Howard 10). Assists—New Jersey 15 
(Harris 7), Dallas 30 (Kidd 10). Total Fouls- 
New Jersey 18, Dallas 16. Technicals—New 
Jersey Coach Frank, New Jersey defensive 
three second. A-19,878 (19,200). 


Hornets 117, Magic 85 

ORLANDO - Turkoglu 2-10 1-2 7, Lewis 
6-14 4-5 17, Howard 2-4 8-15 12, Pietrus 1- 
5 0-0 3, Johnson 2-4 1-2 7, Lee 2-5 1-2 6, 
Lue 1-4 0-0 2, Battie 1-4 2-4 4, Redick 4-11 

2- 2 14, Gortat 0-0 0-0 0, Richardson 2-4 1-4 
6, Cook 3-5 0-0 7. Totals 26-70 20-36 85. 

NEW ORLEANS - Stojakovic 4-9 1-1 
10, West 6-10 2-2 14, Armstrong 1-1 0- 
1 2, Butler 6-13 1-4 15, Paul 14-22 6-8 36, 
Marks 2-4 0-0 4, Posey 0-2 2-2 2, Daniels 

3- 4 0-0 6, Ely 3-3 5-10 11, Bowen 2-2 0-0 4, 
Brown 4-6 0-0 11, Wright 1-3 0-0 2. Totals 
46-79 17-28 117. 

Orlando 20 23 19 23- 85 

New Orleans 35 21 30 31-117 

Three-Point Goals—Orlando 13-33 
(Redick 4-8, Johnson 2-4, Turkoglu 2-5, 
Richardson 1-2, Cook 1-2, Pietrus 1-2, Lee 
1-3, Lewis 1-7), New Orleans 8-16 (Brown 

3- 4, Paul 2-2, Butler 2-5, Stojakovic 1-5). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Orlando 
50 (Howard, Gortat 8), New Orleans 
54 (Ely, Butler 8). Assists-Orlando 17 
(Lewis 8), New Orleans 23 (Paul 10). To¬ 
tal Fouls—Orlando 23, New Orleans 26. 
Technical—Orlando defensive three 
second. Flagrant Foul —Brown. A—16,651 
(17,188). 

Hawks 105, Kings 100 

ATLANTA - M.Williams 2-8 1-2 6, 
Smith 5-14 2-3 12, Horford 7-12 4-6 18, 
Johnson 7-19 4-6 20, Bibby 10-19 5-9 29, 
Pachulia 2-4 2-2 6, Evans 2-7 3-4 9, Law 
0-1 0-0 0, Jones 2-4 1-2 5, West 0-0 0-0 0. 
Totals 37-88 22-34 105. 

SACRAMENTO - Garcia 7-15 0-0 15, 
Thompson 3-7 0-0 6, Hawes 5-11 0-1 10, 
Martin 8-17 14-17 32, Udrih 7-14 3-3 18, 
Greene 2-5 0-0 5, Jackson 3-9 2-2 10, 
Moore 0-0 0-0 0, S.Williams 2-5 0-0 4. To¬ 
tals 37-83 19-23 100. 

Atlanta 30 25 28 22-105 

Sacramento 27 32 18 23-100 

Three-Point Goals—Atlanta 9-19 (Bib¬ 
by 4-7, Johnson 2-5, Evans 2-5, M.Williams 

1- 2), Sacramento 7-22 (Jackson 2-5, Mar¬ 
tin 2-6, Greene 1-2, Udrih 1-3, Garcia 1-4, 
Hawes 0-1, S.Williams 0-1). Fouled Out— 
Hawes, Thompson. Rebounds—Atlanta 
62 (Horford 18), Sacramento 51 (Hawes 

14) . Assists—Atlanta 16 (Johnson 6), Sac¬ 
ramento 16 (Jackson, Martin, Udrih 4). 
Total Fouls—Atlanta 23, Sacramento 25. 
Technical—Atlanta defensive three sec¬ 
ond. A-ll,213 (17,317). 

Trail Blazers 94, Grizzlies 90 

MEMPHIS - Gay 8-17 3-6 20, Warrick 

2- 7 1-3 5, Gasol 3-9 3-6 9, Mayo 8-19 1-119, 
Conley 7-12 0-0 15, Arthur 0-2 0-0 0, Mi- 
licic 4-7 0-0 8, Buckner 0-1 0-0 0, Jaric 0-2 
0-0 0, Miles 3-6 0-0 6, Lowry 1-2 4-4 6, Ross 
1-1 0-0 2. Totals 37-85 12-20 90. 

PORTLAND - Batum 4-5 2-2 11, Al¬ 
dridge 6-17 3-4 15, Przybilla 3-8 0-0 6, Roy 

9- 15 5-5 24, Blake 3-6 0-0 7, Frye 2-6 1-1 5, 
Outlaw 3-9 2-2 9, Rodriguez 3-6 2-4 9, Fer¬ 
nandez 3-7 0-0 8. Totals 36-79 15-18 94. 

Memphis 27 26 19 18-90 

Portland 30 27 18 19-94 

Three-Point Goals—Memphis 4-13 
(Mayo 2-5, Conley 1-1, Gay 1-6, Lowry 0-1), 
Portland 7-19 (Fernandez 2-5, Roy 1-1, Ba¬ 
tum 1-2, Outlaw 1-3, Blake 1-4, Rodriguez 
1-4). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Mem¬ 
phis 54 (Gasol 10), Portland 48 (Przybilla 

15) . Assists—Memphis 17 (Conley 10), 
Portland 27 (Roy 9). Total Fouls—Mem¬ 
phis 23, Portland 18. Technicals—Mem¬ 
phis Coach Hollins, Portland defensive 
three second. A-20,385 (19,980). 

Suns 142, Clippers 119 

PHOENIX - Hill 0-5 0-0 0, Stoudemire 
15-20 12-13 42, O’Neal 8-10 0-0 16, Rich¬ 
ardson 7-10 0-2 17, Nash 6-11 6-6 21, Bar¬ 
bosa 6-12 0-0 13, Amundson 2-5 0-0 4, 
Barnes 3-7 0-0 7, Dragic 5-7 1-2 12, Dudley 

4- 5 0-0 9, Tucker 0-1 0-0 0, Lopez 0-2 1-2 1. 
Totals 56-95 20-25 142. 

L.A. CLIPPERS - R.Davis 4-9 1-1 10, 
Thornton 14-27 5-9 33, Jordan 3-4 3-8 9, 
Gordon 5-12 11-13 23, B.Davis 6-14 0-0 14, 
Jones 6-9 4-4 20, Novak 3-9 0-1 8, Collins 

1- 4 0-0 2. Totals 42-88 24-36 119. 

Phoenix 30 37 36 39-142 

L.A. Clippers 29 24 37 29-119 

Three-Point Goals—Phoenix 10-21 
(Nash 3-5, Richardson 3-5, Dudley 1-1, 
Dragic 1-1, Barbosa 1-3, Barnes 1-4, Hill 0- 
2), L.A. Clippers 11-23 (Jones 4-6, Gordon 

2- 3, B.Davis 2-5, Novak 2-7, R.Davis 1-2). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Phoenix 52 
(Stoudemire 11), L.A. Clippers 50 (Jordan 

11) . Assists—Phoenix 34 (Nash 12), L.A. 
Clippers 27 (B.Davis 7).Total Fouls—Phoe¬ 
nix 25, L.A. Clippers 23. Technicals—Phoe¬ 
nix defensive three second 2, R.Davis 2. 
Ejected-R.Davis. A-18,169 (19,060). 

Lakers 129, Warriors 121 

L.A. LAKERS - Walton 2-6 1-1 5, Odom 

8-15 6-8 22, Gasol 10-15 4-4 24, Bryant 9-22 

10- 12 30, Fisher 4-7 0-0 12, Ariza 7-12 0-0 
17, Powell 5-6 6-6 16, Farmar 1-5 1-2 3, Vu- 
jacic 0-4 0-0 0. Totals 46-92 28-33 129. 

GOLDEN STATE - Jackson 10-24 2-2 
24, Randolph 7-13 0-0 14, Turiaf 6-7 1-1 
13, Ellis 7-18 1-1 15, Crawford 6-10 8-9 23, 
Maggette 10-16 3-4 24, Belinelli 2-2 0-0 6, 
Watson 0-2 2-2 2, Davidson 0-1 0-0 0. To¬ 
tals 48-93 17-19 121. 

L.A. Lakers 30 32 30 37-129 

Golden State 34 34 26 27-121 

Three-Point Goals—L.A. Lakers 9-21 
(Fisher 4-7, Ariza 3-5, Bryant 2-3, Vujacic 
0-2, Farmar 0-2, Odom 0-2), Golden State 

8-19 (Crawford 3-6, Belinelli 2-2, Jack- 
son 2-8, Maggette 1-1, Ellis 0-2). Fouled 
Out—Maggette. Rebounds—L.A. Lakers 
54 (Gasol 13), Golden State 44 (Randolph 

12) . Assists—L.A. Lakers 33 (Bryant 9), 
Golden State 27 (Jackson 9). Total Fouls— 
L.A. Lakers 17, Golden State 28. Techni¬ 
cals—Odom, L.A. Lakers defensive three 
second, Jackson, Golden State defensive 
three second. A-20,007 (19,596). 
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Duane Burleson, top left; Ben Margot, top right; Charles Rex Arbogast, bottom left; Nam Y. Huh/AP 


The Chicago Bulls, apparently committed to a playoff run, obtained Brad Miller, top 
left, and John Salmons, top right, from the Sacramento Kings on Wednesday. In re¬ 
turn, the worst team in the NBA got Drew Gooden, below left, and Andres Nocioni. 



Bulls acquire Miller, 
Salmons from Kings 


The Associated Press 

The Chicago Bulls acquired center Brad 
Miller and John Salmons from the Sacra¬ 
mento Kings on Wednesday for four play¬ 
ers, including forwards Drew Gooden and 
Andres Nocioni. 

Sacramento also got Michael Ruffin and 
Cedric Simmons in the deal, but immedi¬ 
ately traded Ruffin to the Portland Trail 
Blazers for forward Ike Diogu and cash. 
The Kings then waived guard Quincy 
Douby and veteran Sam Cassell, acquired 
Tuesday from Boston. 

On Thursday, the Minnesota Timber- 
wolves agreed to trade guard Rashad 
McCants to the Kings for forward Shel¬ 
don Williams in a swap of disappoint¬ 
ing lottery picks, the AP learned. The 
Wolves also got rookie guard Bobby 
Brown from the Kings and sent rarely 
used center Calvin Booth to Sacramento. 

Later in the day, Bulls traded 
guard Larry Hughes to the New York 
Knicks for forward Tim Thomas. 

The Bulls gave up salary flexibil¬ 
ity to acquire Miller, a two-time All-Star 
who played 105 games with the Bulls 
early in his career. Although he hasn’t 
played since Jan. 30 because of a hip in¬ 
jury, Miller showed flashes of his best 
game earlier in the season. He is averag¬ 
ing 11.9 points and 8.0 rebounds a game. 

Salmons, a versatile swingman and the 
Kings’ second-leading scorer at 18.3 points, 
also could be a prominent contributor in 
Chicago. The Bulls apparently are com¬ 
mitted to chasing a playoff berth despite 
starting the day seven games below .500. 

“You always hate to lose good guys and 
good players, and that’s difficult, but we’re 
adding two guys that we like a lot,” Bulls 
coach Vinny Del Negro said before the 
team’s game at Milwaukee. “I think we’re 
adding two really good pieces that we’re 
excited about, and hopefully we can get 
them here soon and get them acclimated 
as soon as possible.” 

The trade clears more than $13 million 
in salary cap room next season for the 
Kings, the NBA’s worst team. Among the 


four players acquired by the Kings, only 
Nocioni has a contract that includes next 
season. 

In the midst of a thorough franchise up¬ 
heaval, the Kings didn’t hesitate to part 
with Miller, their longest-tenured player 
and one of the few links left to Sacramen¬ 
to’s run of eight consecutive playoff berths 
earlier in the decade. Miller, 32, joined the 
Kings in 2003 and spent 572 years as the 
starting center when he wasn’t injured. 

“I’m definitely excited for the opportu¬ 
nity to go home and go to a team that I’ve 
already played for,” said Miller, an Indiana 
native. “I have a lot of friends and fam¬ 
ily back there. The Bulls are right on the 
verge of getting into the playoffs, and win¬ 
ning is something very important to me 
right now.” 

Miller provides defensive size and out¬ 
side shooting, but the Bulls might get a 
bigger lift from Salmons, who’s having a 
quietly solid year with 4.2 rebounds and 3.7 
assists in addition to his steady scoring. 

The Bulls didn’t learn they had lost four 
teammates until the team bus pulled away 
from Chicago for the short trip to Milwau¬ 
kee. Although forward Luol Deng seemed 
dismayed by the trade of Nocioni, his good 
friend, other Bulls were excited by the 
move, with Ben Gordon saying it shows the 
franchise’s commitment to a playoff run. 

Nocioni, a two-time Argentine Olympian, 
averaged 10.4 points and 4.2 rebounds for 
the Bulls this season. He has three years 
and $21 million left on his contract. 

Sacramento might be interested in re¬ 
signing Gooden, a Northern California 
native who has been pursued by the club 
in recent years. He’s averaging 13.1 points 
and 8.6 rebounds, but hasn’t played since 
Jan. 19 because of a groin injury. 

Portland moved Diogu, an underachiev¬ 
ing power forward, to acquire Ruffin, who 
hasn’t played this season while recovering 
from a sprained left ankle and an Achilles’ 
tendon injury. The Blazers also gained a $3 
million trade exception for this year. 

Diogu, who joins his fourth NBA team, 
has barely played since the Blazers ac¬ 
quired him from Indiana last summer. 


NBA briefs 

Barkley apologizes, calls his arrest for DUI unacceptable 


The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Charles Barkley called 
his drunken-driving arrest “unacceptable” 
as he prepared to return to his television 
gig after a six-week leave of absence. 

Barkley had a blood-alcohol level of .149 
percent, nearly twice the legal limit of .08 
percent in Arizona, after former NBA star, 
45, was arrested Dec. 31 in Scottsdale. 

He will resume his studio analyst role 
for TNT on Thursday. 

“This is just my bad, no excuses,” Bar¬ 
kley said in an interview with TNT col¬ 
league Ernie Johnson posted on NBA.com 
Wednesday. 

“I think that a DUI is unacceptable,” he 
added. “That can’t happen and I’ve got to 
challenge other people, not just celebrities 
or jocks. You have to really think before 
getting behind the wheel after you’ve been 
drinking.” 

Barkley conceded he might face jail 
time. He indicated that the case will be re¬ 
solved by plea agreement and he expected 


to undergo alcohol counseling. 

“I think it’s going to be good for me, to 
be honest. I need to make sure drinking is 
not a problem for me,” he said. “I just want 
some professionals to talk to me about it.” 

If they tell him to stop drinking, “then 
I’ll have to stop drinking,” he said. 

Asked if he could do that, he replied, “I 
feel I can do anything that I put my mind 
to.” 

Barkley apologized to his family, em¬ 
ployer and the league, saying he had em¬ 
barrassed them. He thanked friends, 
including Hall of Famers Larry Bird and 
Moses Malone, for checking in on him. 

He vowed he would start using a driver 
when he goes out in public and would not 
get behind the wheel after any drinking. 

“I let so many people down,” he said. “It 
just (stinks) watching the shows and not 
being there. I screwed this up.” 

Wallace explains football injury 

TORONTO — The Cleveland Cavaliers’ 
Ben Wallace explained Wednesday how he 


cut his right arm crashing through a car 
window during a street football game in 
Richmond, Va., over the All-Star break. 

Wallace needed 14 stitches to close the 
cut, then had more glass removed from his 
arm at the Cleveland Clinic the following 
day. 

Wallace was not in the starting lineup 
Wednesday night at Toronto. Asked who 
won the collision with the car, Wallace said 
he did, then paused. 

“I guess,” he said. “The window didn’t 
bleed. I don’t think it was made to bleed.” 

The play didn’t go down as a reception, 
either. “That was the biggest disappoint¬ 
ment,” Wallace said. “I dropped the ball. 
That’s good D.” 

Wallace needed 14 stitches to close a cut 
on the outside of his elbow and had a series 
of small cuts on the inside of his forearm. 

Wade sues estranged wife, lawyers 

MIAMI — Dwyane Wade sued his 
estranged wife and two of her lawyers 
Wednesday over accusations the Miami 


Heat star contracted a sexually transmit¬ 
ted disease through an extramarital af¬ 
fair. In the lawsuit, a copy of which was 
obtained by The Associated Press, Wade is 
seeking at least $50,000 in damages from 
each defendant. 

Siohvaughn Wade said last month the 
player infected her with an unspecified 
disease in 2007. Weeks later, she withdrew 
the claim from the court hearing the di¬ 
vorce case for unknown reasons. 

Furthermore ... 

■ Final TV ratings showed a big increase 
for the All-Star Game. The game earned a 
4.5 national rating on TNT, the network 
said. That’s up 17 percent from last year. 
The game was watched by more than 7.6 
million people. 

■ Minnesota Timberwolves forward A1 
Jefferson had surgery to repair a torn an¬ 
terior cruciate ligament in his right knee. 

■ The Charlotte Bobcats signed forward 
Cartier Martin for the remainder of the 
season. 
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Sports briefs 

UAE allows visa for Israeli tennis player 


The Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates — Israeli tennis player Andy 
Ram will be allowed to play in 
a premier Dubai tennis tourna¬ 
ment after the Arab country 
said it would permit the seventh- 
ranked doubles player to enter 
the country. 

The Persian Gulf country 
banned Israeli woman’s tennis 
star Shahar Peer earlier this week 
from entering the UAE to partici¬ 
pate in the lucrative Dubai Ten¬ 
nis Championships. Organizers 
said they feared fan anger over 
Israel’s recent military offensive 
in the Gaza Strip would spill into 
riots in the Arab country if Peer 
were to play. 

After Peer was barred, the ten¬ 
nis world harshly criticized the 
UAE for its ban of Israelis, and 
top past and present women play¬ 
ers also came to Peer’s defense 
— including Billie Jean King and 
Venus and Serena Williams. 

Tennis governing officials 
warned that holding future ten¬ 
nis events in Dubai could be in 
doubt if the Emirates, which does 
not have diplomatic relations with 
Israel, continued to ban Israelis. 
And the ATP, which runs the 
men’s tournament, gave the Unit¬ 
ed Arab Emirates a Friday eve¬ 
ning deadline to decide whether 
to grant Ram a visa. 

ATP President Adam Helfant 
described the Emirates decision 
at the “right” one. 

“No player, who qualifies to play 
an ATP World Tour event, should 
be denied their right to compete 
on the basis of ethnicity, national¬ 
ity or religion and we are happy 
that the Dubai Tennis Champion¬ 
ships and the UAE have shown 
that they share that view,” Hel¬ 
fant said in a statement. 

Ram’s lawyer, Amit Naor, said 
the Israeli player was competing 
in France and had not yet been 
notified about the decision. 

“I hope that this is a break¬ 
through and marks the end to 
these types of things. Obviously, 


we battled to get a player into a 
tournament. I’m glad that we suc¬ 
ceeded,” Naor said. 

Disgruntled Peppers tagged 

CHARLOTTE, N.C — The 
Carolina Panthers placed the 
franchise tag on defensive end 
Julius Peppers on Thursday, set¬ 
ting up a potential battle with the 
four-time Pro Bowl defensive end 
who wants to play elsewhere next 
season. 

The move came moments after 
the Panthers signed All-Pro left 
tackle Jordan Gross to a six-year 
deal. Having locked up Gross, the 
Panthers then placed the restric¬ 
tive tag on Peppers, who had said 
he would request a trade under 
that scenario. 

While Carolina will be required 
to offer Peppers a one-year guar¬ 
anteed deal worth $16.7 million, 
no other team could sign Peppers 
without giving up two first-round 
picks to Carolina. 

A person close to Peppers on 
Wednesday said he would agree 
to be traded to only four teams, in¬ 
cluding the Dallas Cowboys, who 
do not hold a first-round pick. 

Titans’ Haynesworth to test 
free-agent market 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Ten¬ 
nessee Titans defensive tackle 
Albert Haynesworth has decided 
to test the free agent market, ac¬ 
cording to various media reports. 

The NFL Network first reported 
the two-time All Pro will become 
a free agent after weeks of dis¬ 
cussions between his agent, and 
the Titans. Free agency begins at 
12:01 a.m. Feb. 27. 

The Titans declined to com¬ 
ment, though general manager 
Mike Reinfeldt said Feb. 12 that 
the team was concerned about 
Haynesworth becoming a free 
agent. 

Haynesworth led the Titans 
with a career-high 8 V 2 sacks this 
season. He also had 75 tackles, 
22 quarterback pressures, seven 
tackles for loss and forced a team- 
high four fumbles. 


Colts reach deal with Hayden 

INDIANAPOLIS — Kelvin 
Hayden agreed to a five-year 
deal worth $43 million Wednes¬ 
day night, hours before the In¬ 
dianapolis Colts were prepared 
to use the franchise tag to prevent 
him from hitting the free-agent 
market, The Indianapolis Star re¬ 
ported on its Web site. 

Hayden intercepted three 
passes each of the past two sea¬ 
sons but is best remembered for 
his acrobatic interception in the 
Super Bowl, which he returned 
for a touchdown to seal the victo¬ 
ry over Chicago. After the Colts’ 
playoff loss to San Diego, Hayden 
said he still wanted to play for 
the Colts but sounded uncertain 
about his future with the team. 

Bucs put tag on Bryant 

TAMPA, Fla. — Determined 
to hang on to Antonio Bryant, the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers placed 
the franchise tag on the team’s 
leading receiver on Wednesday. 

The moves assures Bryant, 
who revived his career last sea¬ 
son after being out of football in 
2007, a salary of $9.88 million 
next season. That’s the average of 
the NFL’s five highest-paid play¬ 
ers at his position. 

Former Bucs coach Jon Gruden 
signed Bryant last March, and 
he responded with the best sea¬ 
son on his career, finishing with 
83 catches for 1,248 yards and 
seven touchdowns while earning 
$760,000. 

It’s the first time Tampa Bay 
has used the franchise tag on a 
player since the club applied it 
to defensive end Chidi Ahanotu 
in 1999. Bryant would have be¬ 
come an unrestricted free agent 
on Feb. 27. 

A second-round pick of the 
Dallas Cowboys in 2002, Bryant 
wound up out of football follow¬ 
ing runs-in with Bill Parcells and 
Mike Nolan, two of the coaches 
he’s played for during stints with 
four teams in six years. 

In 93 career games, he has 333 


receptions for 5,085 yards and 26 
TDs. He posted the second-best 
receiving performance in Bucs 
history on Dec. 8 with nine catch¬ 
es for 200 yards and two TDs 
against the Carolina Panthers. 

Sproles gets franchise tag 

SAN DIEGO — The San Diego 
Chargers placed the non-exclu¬ 
sive franchise tag on Darren 
Sproles on Wednesday, virtually 
assuring that the speedy little 
running back-kick returner will 
be back next season. 

Sproles had been scheduled 
to become an unrestricted free 
agent. The Chargers tendered 
him a one-year contract offer of 
approximately $6.62 million, the 
average of the top five salaried 
running backs from 2008. 

He made $1.1 million in base 
pay last year. 

General manager A.J. Smith 
said the team plans to begin 
speaking with Sproles’ agent, 
Gary Wichard, about a long-term 
deal. 

Sproles can still negotiate with 
other teams, but his options are 
limited. If he receives an offer, 
the Chargers can either match it 
or receive two first-round draft 
choices as compensation, which 
would be a heavy price tag for a 
player who hasn’t been an every- 
down back. 

Ravens keep LB Suggs 

OWINGS MILLS, Md. — The 
Baltimore Ravens used the fran¬ 
chise tag on Pro Bowl outside 
linebacker Terrell Suggs for the 
second consecutive year Wednes¬ 
day, a transaction that costs the 
team $10.2 million against the 
2009 salary cap. 

A three-time Pro Bowl selec¬ 
tion who led the team with eight 
sacks while recording a career- 
high 102 tackles last season, 
Suggs was scheduled to become 
an unrestricted free agent. Now, 
he’s under contract for at least 
one more year after playing last 
season under an $8.5 million 
franchise tag. 


The Ravens have been nego¬ 
tiating with Suggs’ agent for the 
past few seasons in hopes of strik¬ 
ing a long-term deal. 

Derksen leads Walker Classic 

PERTH, Australia — Dutch 
golfer Robert-Jan Derksen made 
eight birdies to shoot an 8-under 
64 on Thursday and take a one- 
stroke lead after the first round 
of the Johnnie Walker Classic at 
The Vines. 

Derksen was a shot clear of 
Mardan Mamat of Singapore and 
Tony Carolan of Australia, who 
closed with an eagle on the par-5 
18th to tie for second. 

Englishmen Lee Westwood and 
John Bickerton and Ireland’s Da¬ 
mien McGrane were two strokes 
back in the event sanctioned by 
the Asian, European and Austra¬ 
lian tours. 

Capitals’ Green changes mind, 
gives stick to Hall 

WASHINGTON — Mike Green 
has changed his mind. The Hock¬ 
ey Hall of Fame can have his re¬ 
cord-breaking stick. 

The Washington Capitals’ bud¬ 
ding star said Wednesday he will 
donate to the Hall of Fame the 
stick that served him so well dur¬ 
ing his eight-game goal-scoring 
streak, the longest by a defense- 
man in NHL history. Green had 
been reluctant to part with the 
stick. 

“The right thing to do is give it 
to the Hall of Fame,” Green said. 
“It’s better that it goes to the Hall 
of Fame than in my garage and I 
lose it, so I sent it off.” 

NHL sets Europe games 

STOCKHOLM — The NHL is 
heading back to Europe. 

The Detroit Red Wings will 
open the 2009-10 regular season 
against the St. Louis Blues with 
a two-game series in Stockholm, 
while the Chicago Blackhawks 
play two games against the Flor¬ 
ida Panthers in Helsinki The 
games are scheduled Oct. 2-3, or¬ 
ganizers said Thursday. 


Peak: Sharks boys sink 15 free throws in a row to triumph 


PEAK, FROM PAGE 39 

The Sharks boys hit 15 straight 
foul shots, with Dan Tubalot 
going 8-for-ll, in the final period 
and rallied from a 21-17 deficit, 
outscoring Zama American 18-1 
in the closing minutes to beat the 
Trojans 35-22. 

Simon Sanchez becomes the 
first boys final-four team from 
Guam since 2002. 

Notre Dame has won the last 
two Guam league titles, but 
hasn’t played since the Indepen¬ 
dent Interscholastic Athletic As¬ 
sociation of Guam season ended 
in December. 

Not given much of a chance as 
a result, the Royals have instead 
steamrolled five opponents, be¬ 
coming the first Guam girls Final 
Four team since John F. Kennedy 
lost the 2003 and 2004 champion¬ 


ship games. 

Coach Henry Falk, whose 
Nile C. Kinnick team fell 56-30 
to Notre Dame, said he was im¬ 
pressed at the Royals’ all-around 
play. 

“I thought we were peaking at 
the right time, until that game,” 


he said. “They (Royals) just 
clicked. Everybody knew what 
they were doing.” 

Coaching great Holtz 
addresses Class AA teams 

The Girls Class A A tournament 
got a surprise visitor Thursday at 


the Yano Fitness Center — ESPN 
college football analyst and for¬ 
mer Notre Dame and South Caro¬ 
lina coach Lou Holtz. He spoke for 
about a half-hour between games 
and answered fan questions. 

“We could have easily listened 
to him speak for a lot longer,” said 


DODDS-Pacific Far East Activi¬ 
ties Council chair Don Hobbs. 
“He has a message, and he’s very 
entertaining.” 

Holtz was visiting Camp Zama 
as a guest of Army Morale, Wel¬ 
fare and Recreation and Armed 
Forces Entertainment. 


INJURED ? 

CIVILIAN WORKERS 

(INCLUDING NON-US CITIZENS) 

KNOW AND PROTECT YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS 
D.B.A./N.A.F. ATTORNEYS 

www.injuredoverseas.com 

U.S.TOLL FREE 888-732-7425 


LAW OFFICES OF BARNETT & LERNER, P.A. 

= FREE CONSULTATION = 


BEEN 
THERE. 

DONE 
THAT 

Click today... cash tomorrow® www.militaryloans.com "We love to say yes" 


We've been making 
loans of up to 
$10,000 to active 
duty military for 
over 58 years. 
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Service academies 

Holy Cross 
nips Mids; 
AFA, Army 
are beaten 


Penn St., Illini 
need stimulus 

Lowest-scoring Division I game 
since ’05 leaves ’em screaming 


Illinois coach Bruce Weber can hardly bear to watch during the 18th- 
ranked mini’s 38-33 loss to Penn State, the lowest-scoring Division I 
game in four years. Illinois shot 30 percent, Penn State 28. 



College basketball roundup 

Offense fine, defense questionable for Heels 


The Associated Press 

WORCESTER, Mass. — R.J. 
Evans scored 17 points and 
grabbed six rebounds as Holy 
Cross came from behind to defeat 
Navy 74-69 on Wednesday night. 

The Crusaders (14-12, 9-2 Pa¬ 
triot League) trailed 38-33 at 
halftime and used a 13-5 run 
in the second half to retake the 
lead. 

A three-pointer from the top 
of the key by Alex Vander Baan, 
who scored all eight of his points 
in the second half, gave Holy 
Cross the lead for good at 66-63 
with 5:45 to go. 

Colin Cunningham scored 12 
points and Andrew Keister added 
10 for Holy Cross. 

Navy (17-9, 6-5), which defeat¬ 
ed the Crusaders 74-68 earlier 
in the season at Annapolis, were 
led by Adam Teague and Chris 
Harris with 17 each. Kaleo Kina 
added 16 points and eight assists 
for the Midshipmen. 

Navy put together a 14-1 run 
early in the first half to take a 14- 
5 lead. 

TCU 62, Air Force 50: Zvonko 
Buljan scored 20 points to help 
TCU snap a six-game losing 
streak and extend visiting Air 
Force’s skid to 13 games. 

Eight of Buljan’s points came 
in the first 2:17 of the second 
half as the Horned Frogs took 
the lead for good. He hit back-to- 
back three-pointers and added a 
layup. 

Keion Mitchem added 12 points 
and Ronnie Moss contributed 10, 
including two three-pointers, for 
TCU (14-12, 5-7 Mountain West). 

Andrew Henke had 13 points, 
Anwar Holland scored 12 and 
Evan Washington contributed 10 
for Air Force (9-16, 0-12). 

The Falcons led 23-22 at the 
half. 

American 58, Army 36: Der¬ 
rick Mercer had 17 points and 
Garrison Carr added 13 as Patri¬ 
ot League leader American held 
Army to a less than a point-a- 
minute pace for the second time 
this season. 

It was the seventh straight vic¬ 
tory for the Eagles (18-7,10-1 Pa¬ 
triot League). 

Host Army (8-17, 4-7) was 
doomed by 27.1 percent shooting. 

Josh Miller led the Black 
Knights with seven points, the 
fifth time this season Army 
didn’t have a player score in dou¬ 
ble digits. 

One game after scoring a sea¬ 
son-high 82 points in a triple¬ 
overtime victory over Lehigh, 
Army was held to its second- 
lowest output of the season. The 
Black Knights’ lowest scoring 
game was a 58-34 loss at Ameri¬ 
can two weeks earlier. 

Carr hit a three-pointer just 
over a minute into the game and 
the Eagles went on a 19-2 spurt 
before halftime, at one point hold¬ 
ing Army scoreless for 9:13. 


The Associated Press 

CHAPEL HILL, N.C. — Tyler 
Hansbrough figures there’s only 
one way to eliminate all the ques¬ 
tions about whether North Car¬ 
olina’s defense is good enough 
for a deep run in the NCAA 
tournament. 

“I guess we just have to stop 
talking about it and do it and prove 
ourselves,” he said. “And then 
we’ll probably have to talk about 
how our defense is improved.” 

Either way, defense is going 
to be at the forefront as the Tar 
Heels enter the final weeks of the 
regular season. 

Hansbrough scored 27 points 
in an 89-80 victory over North 
Carolina State, the third-ranked 
Tar Heels’ 10th straight victory. 

Danny Green added 19 points 
to help North Carolina (24-2, 10- 
2 Atlantic Coast Conference) pull 
away in the second half for its 
12th victory in 13 games against 
its nearby rival. 

North Carolina shot 55 percent, 
had four players with at least 16 
points and scored on nine straight 


possessions to turn a three-point 
halftime lead into a comfortable 
margin. The problem was that 
the defense wasn’t doing nearly 
enough to shut down the Wolfpack 
(14-10, 4-7), who shot 64 percent 
in the second half and 54 percent 
in the game. 

“That’s one of the first things 
he [coach Roy Williams] said to 
us, that they shot 64 percent,” ju¬ 
nior Wayne Ellington said. “They 
shot way too high a percentage 
on us. We outscored them. But 
when we’re getting into games 
where teams are just as gifted of¬ 
fensively and can score right with 
us, we’re not going to win those 
games. We’ve got to get teams’ 
percentages down.” 

Javi Gonzalez scored 18 points 
to lead the Wolfpack, who got 
as close as six points midway 
through the second half but down 
the stretch trailed by 19. 

“I thought our guys gave a pret¬ 
ty good effort,” N.C. State coach 
Sidney Lowe said., “but we turned 
it over a couple of times crucially 
and gave them an opportunity to 
get out and run on us.” 


By David Mercer 

The Associated Press 

CHAMPAIGN, Ill. — As As¬ 
sembly Hall emptied, one fan 
shouted that he wanted his money 
back. 

Penn State coach Ed DeChellis 
seemed to understand, saying 
the game between his Nittany 
Lions and 18th-ranked Illinois 
might have set basketball back a 
few years to the days of founder 
James Naismith. 

Come to think of it, “Naismith 
probably rolled over several 
times,” DeChellis said after Penn 
State’s 38-33 victory over No. 18 
Illinois on Wednesday night. 

Naismith might recognize the 
score, which looked like some¬ 
thing from a long-gone, pre-shot 
clock era. 

But the game? Probably not. 

The teams’ combined 71 points 
was the lowest total in a Division 
I game since Monmouth beat 
Princeton 41-21 in 2005. 

The Nittany Lions (19-8, 8-6 
Big Ten) made just 28 percent of 
their shots, 13 of 46. During one 
20-minute stretch, Penn State 
missed 23 of 26 shots. 

The Illini (21-6, 9-5) were 
no better, shooting 30 percent 
(15-for-50) and committing 15 
turnovers. 

“I think we thought we’d get it 
going and it never got going,” Illi- 


No. 5 Memphis 90, SMU 

47: Shawn Taggart scored 19 
points and Doneal Mack added 15 
points as host Memphis cruised 
to its 17th straight victory. Robert 
Dozier had 14 points, and Tyreke 
Evans and Antonio Anderson 
each scored 13 for the Tigers (23- 
3, 11-0 Conference USA), who 
extended their winning streak in 
the conference to 53 games. 

No. 7 Louisville 94, Provi¬ 
dence 76: Terrence Williams 
had 17 points, eight assists and 
six rebounds as host Louisville 
(20-5, 11-2 Big East) moved into 
a three-way tie for second in the 
league, a half-game behind top- 
ranked Connecticut. 

Jonathan Kale, Sharaud Curry 
and Weyinmi Efejuku had 15 
each for the Friars (16-10, 8-6), 
who couldn’t sustain the strong 
shooting that carried them to a 
slim halftime lead. 

No. 8 Wake Forest 87, Geor¬ 
gia Tech 69: James Johnson had 
24 points and 11 rebounds as host 
Wake Forest (20-4, 7-4 ACC) 
avenged its worst loss of the sea¬ 
son. Less than three weeks after 


nois guard Trent Meacham said. 
“We couldn’t finish anything. It 
was just a long night, from begin¬ 
ning to end.” 

The end for Illinois came in the 
game’s final 16 seconds, when 
Talor Battle’s four free throws 
sealed Penn State’s victory. 

Minutes earlier, it appeared the 
Illini might get the victory. 

Illinois used a 13-4 run that 
spanned 11 minutes around half¬ 
time to take a 19-17 lead about 
3 minutes into the second half. 
The run was fueled, as much as 
anything, by eight Penn State 
turnovers. 

The Illini opened the gap to 29- 
20 with just over 10 minutes left on 
three-pointers by Meacham and 
sophomore Demetri McCamey. 

But just as quickly as the Illini 
found their shooting touch, they 
lost it, and the lead. 

Illinois made just one of its next 
six shots and turned the ball over 
three times in 6 minutes. 

The Nittany Lions clawed back, 
taking the lead for good at 32-31 
on a layup by Stanley Pringle 
with just over 4 minutes left. 

Illinois’ point total was its low¬ 
est since a 33-31 loss to Minne¬ 
sota in 1947. 

“I told the other coaches the 
other day I wasn’t sure how 
well we would play,” Illini coach 
Bruce Weber said. “But I could 
have never anticipated this.” 


the Yellow Jackets stunned the 
Demon Deacons for their only 
ACC victory, Wake Forest saw a 
23-point lead cut to five before 
pulling away behind Johnson’s 
dominance inside. 

No. 15 Kansas 72, Iowa St. 
55: Cole Aldrich had 22 points 
and 11 rebounds, helping host 
Kansas (21-5,10-1 Big 12) extend 
the nation’s longest home win¬ 
ning streak to 38 games. Sherron 
Collins added 22 points and six 
assists for the Jayhawks. 

Wis.-Milwaukee 63, No. 21 
Butler 60: Avery Smith had 13 
points and 10 rebounds for host 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee (15-11, 
10-6 Horizon League), which ap¬ 
peared to benefit from a clock 
malfunction in the closing sec¬ 
onds. The Bulldogs (22-4, 13-3 ) 
have consecutive losses for the 
first time in more than three 
years — a span of 111 games. 

No. 23 LSU 72, Arkansas 
69: Marcus Thornton scored 28 
points and made a key defensive 
play in the final minute for visit¬ 
ing LSU (22-4,10-1 Southeastern 
Conference). 
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AT MOTORSPORTS 


When losing can be winning, too 

Richard Petty Motorsports is 3rd, 5th at Daytona, boosting hopes for season 


By Jenna Fryer 

The Associated Press 

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. 

E lliott Sadler finished fifth 
in the Daytona 500, his best 
showing in more than six 
months with a payday of 
more than $515,000. 

And he was devastated. 

Sadler had raced his way to the front of 
the field in Sunday’s season opener when 
the weather radar showed rain on top of 
Daytona International Speedway. Only the 
sky had yet to open, forcing Sadler to fight 
to hang onto the lead as the field raced 
against Mother Nature. 

He couldn’t do it, losing the lead to Matt 
Kenseth a half-lap before the race’s final 
caution. It began to rain minutes after the 
pass, and Kenseth was declared the win¬ 
ner when NASCAR called the race about 
20 minutes later. 

“If you’d have told me at the beginning 
of the day I would take a fifth-place finish 
and lead some laps for the Daytona 500,1 
probably would have took it,” Sadler said. 
“But to be a half a lap short from being the 
champion of the Daytona 500 is very emo¬ 
tional to me.” 

It was a heartbreaking end to the race, 
but an encouraging start for Richard Petty 
and what has become his new race team. 

An offseason merger with Gillett Evern- 
ham Motorsports created the new Richard 
Petty Motorsports, and the Daytona 500 
marked a wonderful start to the partner¬ 
ship. Sadler had a chance to win, AJ All- 
mendinger was a career-best third and 
Reed Sorenson was ninth to put three of 
RPM’s drivers in the top 10. Kasey Kahne, 
the star of the organization, was the only 
driver to have a bad day, finishing 29th. 

But it was the best showing in years for a 
team with the Petty name. A Petty-owned 
race car hasn’t been to Victory Lane since 
1999, and the team was on the verge of col¬ 
lapse before the Gillett merger. 

“It’s a whole new world the last six 



Darryl Graham/AP 


Elliott Sadler, who came close to being dumped by Richard Petty Motorsports, finished 
fifth in the Daytona 500 but was heartbroken. “This season I am out to prove that I’m 
a damn good race car driver who can compete with the best of them,” he said. 


months,” Petty said this week. “We were 
looking for something for Petty Enter¬ 
prises. We really weren’t doing what we 
needed to be doing, and we looked at GEM 
and talked to them. They were looking to 
expand, so we said let’s just put the two 
teams together. And so far, it’s been pretty 
good. 

“Right out of the box to be able to do as 
good as we did at Daytona and get all the 
people to work together, we’re really satis¬ 
fied with the results so far.” 

It had to be a soothing start to the season 
after a winter of turmoil for Petty, NAS- 
CAR’s winningest driver. 

A summer sale to private equity firm 
Boston Ventures failed to put Petty En¬ 
terprises on the solid footing to ensure the 
team, which has been in NASCAR since 
1949, could survive the economic crisis. 

Bobby Labonte asked to be released 


from his contract, longtime sponsor Gen¬ 
eral Mills left the team, and season-ending 
layoffs were unavoidable. 

A merger with Gillett came together 
in early January, but it wasn’t without 
hiccups. 

GEM officials wanted to dump Sadler in 
late December in favor of Allmendinger, 
and Sadler gave notice of intent to file an 
injunction to stop his release. And there 
was no room in the new company for Kyle 
Petty, who had run Petty Enterprises for a 
period and drove for the organization from 
1997 through 2008. 

The team found a way to keep Sadler 
and Allmendinger, letting Sadler keep 
his ride while Allmendinger got an eight- 
race deal that could expand depending on 
sponsorship. 

There was no solution, though, for Kyle 
Petty, who briefly visited Daytona the day 


FAST FACTS 


before the 500 and said he was crushed by 
RPM’s decision to use a retro paint scheme 
on Allmendinger’s car. The look matched 
the car Kyle Petty drove in a 1979 ARC A 
race at Daytona that was his first career 
victory. 

Richard Petty said busy schedules 
have prevented him from seeing his son 
since Christmas, but he understood Kyle’s 
emotions. 

“When we did our deal with Boston Ven¬ 
tures, we never had a place for Kyle at Petty 
Enterprises. He sort of got out of the loop,” 
Richard Petty said. “He talked to his moth¬ 
er. He was really crushed that we didn’t in¬ 
clude him in (the paint scheme), and I can 
understand that. We were so busy trying to 
get our end of the deal done and make it 
work with a new team that it fell through 
the crack, and I’m sorry that it did.” 

Hard feelings aside, Petty is focused on 
moving on to this weekend’s race in Cali¬ 
fornia and another strong showing for the 
new organization. 

Sadler knows all eyes are on him be¬ 
cause he must show the team made the 
right decision in keeping him in his ride: 
“This season I am out to prove that I’m a 
damn good race car driver who can com¬ 
pete with the best of them,” he said. 

Sorenson’s under pressure to return the 
No. 43, which Petty piloted to a NAS CAR- 
record 200 career victories, back to Vic¬ 
tory Lane. Kahne, meanwhile, needs to get 
back into the Chase for the championship 
after a two-year absence. 

And Allmendinger is in a race against 
time to persuade a sponsor to sign on for 
the rest of the season. 

“We feel like if he can continue to show 
promise and do as well as he did at Day¬ 
tona, then we feel very confident that we’ll 
be able to pick up different sponsors over 
a period of time to continue running him,” 
Petty said. “If he keeps running like he 
did at Daytona, I’ll just run him out of my 
pocket because he’ll be bringing the money 
back in.” 


SPRINT CUP 


Race 2: Auto Club 500 
at Auto Club Speedway, Fontana, Calif. 
8 a.m. Monday, AFN-Xtra 


Last race: Matt Kenseth was de¬ 
clared the winner of the Daytona 500 
after rain halted the running of The 
Great American Race with 48 laps 
to go. 

Last year: Carl Edwards charged 
past reigning champ Jimmie John¬ 
son with 13 laps remaining to win the 
rain-delayed Auto Club 500. John¬ 
son came out of the final pit stop in 
the lead with 26 laps remaining, but 
Edwards came from third to grab the 
eighth victory of his career. 

Worth noting: Kenseth, winless 
in 2008, won the February events at 
Fontana in 2006 and 2007 for Roush 
Fenway Racing, which has won six 
times at the track. 

Next race: Shelby 427, March 1, 
Las Vegas. 



Driver to watch: Matt Kenseth 

definitely has the hot hand after win¬ 
ning the season-opening Daytona 
500 last weekend for the first time in 
his career. 


DRIVER STANDINGS 


After 1 of 36 races 


1. Matt Kenseth.... 

2. Kevin Harvick. 

.190 

.170 

3. AJ Allmendinger. 

.165 

4. Clint Bowyer. 

.160 

5. Elliott Sadler. 

.160 

6. David Ragan. 

.150 

7. Tony Stewart. 

.147 

8. Michael Waltrip. 

.146 

9. Reed Sorenson. 

.138 

10. Martin Truex Jr. 

.135 

11. Kurt Busch. 

.134 

12. Jeff Gordon. 

.129 

13. David Reutimann. 

.127 

14. Juan Pablo Montoya. 

.121 

15. Mark Martin . 

.120 

16. Casey Mears. 

.118 

17. Marcos Ambrose . 

.112 

18. Carl Edwards. 

.109 

19. John Andretti... 

.106 

20. Greg Biffle. 

.103 

21. Bobby Labonte . 

.102 

22. Regan Smith. 

.100 

23. Bill Elliott. 

.94 

24. Terry Labonte.............. 

.91 

25. Scott Riggs.. 

.88 


NATIONWIDE SERIES 


This week: Stater Bros. 300 at Fontana, 
Calif. (Delayed, 1 a.m. Monday, AFN-Xtra). 

Next race: Sam’s Town 300, Feb. 28, Las 
Vegas. 

Driver Standings 


1. Tony Stewart.190 

2. Carl Edwards.175 

3. Clint Bowyer.175 

4. Kyle Busch.165 

5. Greg Biffle.160 

6. Brian Vickers.155 

7. Dale Earnhardt Jr.146 

8. Jason Keller.143 

9. David Ragan.142 

10. Matt Kenseth.139 


CAMPING WORLD TRUCKS 


This week: San Bernardino County 200 at 
Fontana, Calif. 

Next race: Kroger 250, March 28, 
Martinsville, Va. 

Driver Standings 


1. Todd Bodine.195 

2. Kyle Busch.175 

3. Terry Cook.165 

4. J.R. Fitzpatrick.165 

5. Ron Hornaday Jr.160 

6 . Mike Skinner.151 

7. Timothy Peters.150 

8 . MattCrafton.147 

9. Colin Braun.143 

10. Tayler Malsam.134 



This week: Arizona Nationals at Chandler, 
Ariz. 

Next event: ACDelco Gatornationals, 
March 15, Gainesville, Fla. 

Worth noting: Doug Kalitta earned his first 
Top Fuel victory in more than a year last 
weekend in the rain-delayed Kragen O’Reilly 
Winternationals. Ron Capps won the Funny 
Car competition, and Jason Line won Pro 
Stock at the Auto Club Raceway at Pomona. 

Driver Standings 


Top fuel 

1. Doug Kalitta.110 

2. Antron Brown.90 

3. Brandon Bernstein.70 

4. Morgan Lucas.70 

5. Cory McClenathan.50 

6. Tony Schumacher.50 

7. Steve Chrisman.50 

Funny car 

1. Ron Capps.Ill 

2. Jim Head.92 

3. Robert Hight.78 

4. Gary Densham.73 

5. Del Worsham.57 

Pro stock 

1. Jason Line.117 

2. Greg Anderson.98 

3. Mike Edwards.95 

4. Allen Johnson.76 

5. Jeg Coughlin.54 


For more coverage: 
www.stripes.com/racing 
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Far East basketball tournaments 

Daegu, Edgren peaking at right time 


Stars and Stripes 

There’s a reason coaches insist that it 
only matters what their teams do in the 
final week of the season. 

That’s Far East high school basketball 
tournament week, particularly the playoff 
rounds, in which teams that failed to dis¬ 
tinguish themselves, whether during the 
regular season or even the first couple of 
days at Far East, can stand up and shine. 

Take Daegu American’s boys. They were 
12-10 overall, 8-5 in the Korean-American 
Interscholastic Activities Conference and 
2-2 in Far East Class A pool play. 

Yet after a 66-62 double-elimination 
playoff loss Wednesday to Morrison Chris¬ 
tian Academy, the Warriors came out 
swinging. Behind sharp-shooting Thomas 
Brooks, they pounded two foes Thursday, 
scoring 82 points in each contest. 

“I know they were fired up after that 
first game,” tournament director and for¬ 


mer Robert D. Edgren coach Andre Thib- 
ert said. “They felt they were better than 
that, and they’re showing it now.” 

Entering Friday’s final day of play, the 
Warriors still held out hope for their first 
title since 1990. 

Defending champion Yongsan Interna- 
tional-Seoul was another team that turned 
it around in the playoffs, after going 0-4 in 
pool play. The Guardians handily beat E.J. 
King 61-34 before fading 55-47 against 
Morrison and dropping to the knockout 
bracket with Daegu. 

“They play hard every game, and when 
you do that, eventually, good things hap¬ 
pen,” Thibert said. 

Atop the girls Class A field, Edgren, 3-18 
a year ago, has done its 10-6 regular-season 
mark one better. Entering Friday’s last day 
of play, the Eagles had won all five of their 
games, and stood a game away from their 
first basketball banner in school history. 

But putting a damper on the Eagles’ cel¬ 


ebration was freshman center Imani Wim- 
bush spraining an ankle in Edgren’s 52-40 
victory over Daegu. The injury sent Wim- 
bush to the emergency room and coach 
Sarah Richardson into full worry mode. 

“I’m so nervous. She was my big re¬ 
bound person,” Richardson said, adding 
that defenses might now try more box-and- 
one or triangle-and-two zones designed to 
clamp down on scoring machine Ashley 
Hawkins. 

With a healthy Wimbush, “I wouldn’t 
have any fear at all,” Richardson said. “I do 
feel good [about where Edgren stands], but 
I want to win. And the kids want it, too.” 

Meanwhile, two new faces graced Fri¬ 
day’s semifinal round in the Class AA tour¬ 
nament fields - Simon Sanchez’s boys and 
Notre Dame’s girls from Guam. 

“It’s always good for Guam” when one 
of its teams reaches the Final Four, Guam 
High coach Joe Taitano said. 

SEE PEAK ON PAGE 36 
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Yokota’s Tajh Kirby drives to the basket 
against American School In Japan’s Peter 
Forster during Thursday’s quarterfinal 
game in the Class AA tournament at Yo- 
kota High School, Yokota Air Base, Japan. 
Host Yokota rallied past ASIJ 58-52 
and into Friday’s semifinal game against 
Guam’s Simon Sanchez Sharks. 


Far East basketball tournament scoreboard 


Girls Class A 

At Ironworks Fitness & Sports Center 
and Matthew C. Perry High School, 
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan 
Double-elimination playoffs 
Wednesday’s games 
Game 1-Osan American, South Korea, 
35, Matthew C. Perry, Japan, 4 

Game 2-Morrison Christian Academy, 
Taiwan, 45, Korea International 12 

Game 3-St. Paul Christian, Guam, 41, 
International Christian-Uijongbu, South 
Korea, 28 

Game 4-Daegu American, South Ko¬ 
rea, 53, E.J. King, Japan, 15 

Game 5-Seisen International, Japan, 
49, Hiroshima International, Japan, 3 
Game 6-Osan 37, Yongsan Internation- 
al-Seoul 29 

Game 7-Morrison 48, International 
School of the Sacred Heart, Japan, 32 
Game 8-Daegu 50, St. Paul 44 
Game 9-Robert D. Edgren, Japan, 50, 
Seisen 41 

Thursday’s games 

Game 10-KIS 28, Perry 25; Perry elimi¬ 
nated 

Game 11-ISSH 40, HIS 4; HIS eliminat¬ 
ed 

Game 12-St. Paul 43, E.J. King 9; E.J. 
King eliminated 

Game 13-Seisen 49, ICS-Uijongbu 45; 
ICS-Uijongbu eliminated 

Game 14-YIS-S 30, KIS 9; KIS elimi¬ 
nated 

Game 15-Osan 40, Morrison 34 
Game 16-Edgren 52, Daegu 40 
Game 17-ISSH 21, YIS-S 12; YIS-S elimi¬ 
nated 

Game 18-St. Paul 54, Seisen 47; Seisen 
eliminated 

Game 19-ISSH 30, Daegu 29; Daegu 
eliminated 

Game 20-Morrison 42, St. Paul 31; St. 
Paul eliminated 

Friday’s games 

Game 21-Osan vs. Edgren, 9 a.m. 

Game 22-ISSH vs. Morrison, 9 a.m. 
Game 23-G21 loser vs. G22 winner, 11 
a.m., loser takes third place 

Game 24-G21 winner vs. G23 winner, 
1:30 p.m. 

Game 25-G21 winner vs. G23 winner if 
G21 winner loses G24, 4 p.m. 

Thursday’s summaries 
KIS 28, Perry 25 

KIS 2 10 11 5-28 

Perry 4 6 2 13-25 

Scoring-KIS, Suzie Youn 12; Perry, Bria 
Raines 5 

ISSH 40, HIS 4 

ISSH 18 12 6 4-40 

HIS 0 0 0 4-4 

Scoring-ISSH, Heiberg 10, Miele 10. 

St. Paul 43, EJ. King 9 
St. Paul 19 14 7 3-43 

E.J. King 6 10 2-9 

Scoring-St. Paul, Tara Benavente 9; E.J. 
King, Emily Cox 5. 

Seisen 49, ICS-Uijongbu 45 
Seisen 15 11 14 9-49 

ICS-U 11 9 6 19-45 

Scoring-Seisen, Kie Kobayashi 12; ICS- 
U, Esther Cha 14. 

YIS-S 30, KIS 9 

KIS 0 7 11-9 

YIS-S 5 2 6 17-30 

Scoring-YIS-S, Chiaki Takahashi 7; KIS, 
Yunji Park 7. 

Osan 40, Morrison 34 
Morrison 11 13 6 4-34 

Osan 9 13 8 10-40 

Scoring-Osan, Jasmine Pressley 16; 
Morrison, Tiffany Huang 14. 

Edgren 52, Daegu 40 

Edgren 23 12 9 8-52 

Daegu 6 9 11 14-40 

Scoring-Edgren, Ashley Hawkins 28; 
Daegu, Rebekah Wyche 10. 

ISSH 21, YIS-S 12 

ISSH 2 7 4 8-21 

YIS-S 0 5 2 5-12 

Scoring-ISSH, Miele 6; YIS-S, Chiaki 
Takahashi 4. 


St. Paul 54, Seisen 47 
St. Paul 10 13 20 11-54 

Seisen 12 9 10 16-47 

Scoring-St. Paul, Sam Nauta 10, Tara 
Benavente 10, Momoko Ennis 10; Seisen, 
Kim 15, Evans 10. 

Morrison 42, St. Paul 31 

Morrison 4 14 10 14-42 

St. Paul 5 10 8 8-31 

Scoring-Morrison, Megan Dwight 6, 
Rachel Schulz 6, Tabitha Atkin 6, Katie 
Brown 6; St. Paul, Momoko Ennis 12. 

ISSH 30, Daegu 29 

Daegu 12 4 4 9-29 

ISSH 6 10 5 9-30 

Scoring-ISSH, Jennifer Kelley 8; Daegu, 
Jamie Cheniault 10. 

Boys Class A 

At Potter Fitness & Sports Center 
and Robert D. Edgren High School, 

Misawa Air Base, Japan 
Double-elimination playoffs 
Wednesday’s games 
Game 1-Yongsan International-Seoul 
69, Hokkaido International, Japan, 36 
Game 2-Matthew C. Perry, Japan, 58, 
Korea International 47 

Game 3-E.J. King, Japan, 57, Robert D. 
Edgren, Japan, 52 

Game 4-Morrison Christian Academy, 
Taiwan, 66, Daegu American, South Ko¬ 
rea, 62 

Game 5-YIS-S 2, Osan American 0, for¬ 
feit 

Game 6-St. Paul Christian, Guam, 57, 
Perry 40 

Game 7-Edgren 57, KIS 37; KIS elimi¬ 
nated 

Game 8-Daegu 61, Hokkaido 35; Hok¬ 
kaido eliminated 

Thursday’s games 

Game 9-Edgren 2, Osan 0, forfeit; Osan 
eliminated 

Game 10-Daegu 82, Perry 53; Perry 
eliminated 

Game 11-YIS-S 61, E.J. King 34 
Game 12-Morrison 58, St. Paul 42 
Game 13-Daegu 82, E.J. King 67; E.J. 
King eliminated 

Game 14-Edgren 53, St. Paul 44; St. 
Paul eliminated 

Game 15-Morrison 55, YIS-S 47 

Friday’s games 

Game 16-Daegu vs. Edgren, 10 a.m. 
Game 17-YIS-S vs. G16 winner, 2 p.m. 
Game 18-Morrison vs. G17 winner, 4 
p.m. 

Game 19-Morrison vs. G17 winner if 
Morrison loses G18, 6 p.m. 

Thursday’s summaries 

Daegu 82, Perry 53 

Daegu 18 21 23 20-82 

Perry 7 19 18 9-53 

Scoring-Daegu, Thomas Brooks 27; 
Perry, John Ayers 21. Rebounding-Daegu, 
Drew Snowden 9. 

YIS-S 61, EJ. King 34 

E.J. King 10 14 3 7-34 

YIS-S 14 25 13 9-61 

Scoring-YIS-S, Charles Lee 21, Jake Jo 
12; E.J. King, Ryan Wagner 12. 

Morrison 58, St. Paul 42 
Morrison 10 14 15 19-58 

St. Paul 15 10 12 5-42 

Scoring-Morrison, Ben Tryde 21, Matt 
Heading 10; St. Paul, Guy Mosley 13, Jef¬ 
frey Sanchez 11. Rebounding-Morrison, 
Matt Heading 12, Stephen Hovater 7; St. 
Paul, Jeffrey Sanchez 5. 

Daegu 82, EJ. King 67 
E.J. King 17 16 16 18-67 

Daegu 14 26 21 21-82 

Scoring-Daegu, Drew Snowden 25, 
Thomas Brooks 22; E.J. King, Ryan Wag¬ 
ner 35, RJ. Altares 10. Rebounding-Dae¬ 
gu, Drew Snowden 9. 

Edgren 53, St. Paul 44 
St. Paul 12 8 7 17-44 

Edgren 15 11 6 21-53 

Scoring-Edgren, Gerald Atkinson 12, 
Ethan Blake 11, Matt Salazar 10; St. Paul, 
Kory Borja 11, Isaac Burk 10. 


Morrison 55, YIS-S 47 
YIS-S 8 15 16 8-47 

Morrison 12 11 21 11-55 

Scoring-Morrison, Stephen Hovater 
15, Sean Robinson 11; YIS-S, Ryan Park 
14, Alex Kim 11. 

Boys Class AA 

At Capps Gym, Yokota High School, 
and Samurai Fitness & Sports Center, 
Yokota Air Base, Japan 
Single-elimination playoffs 
Wednesday’s games 
Game 1-Yokota, Japan, 76, John F. Ken¬ 
nedy, Guam, 32 

Game 2-American School In Japan 65, 
Father Duenas Memorial, Guam, 43 
Game 3-Simon Sanchez, Guam, 37, 
Southern, Guam, 28 

Game 4-Zama American, Japan, 50, 
Okkodo, Guam, 40 

Game 5-Guam High 67, Nile C. Kinnick, 
Japan, 43 

Game 6-St. Mary’s International, Ja¬ 
pan, 56, Kubasaki, Okinawa, 33 

Game 7-Seoul American 60, Christian 
Academy In Japan 41 

Game 8-Kadena, Okinawa 51, Faith 
Academy, Philippines 42 

Thursday’s games 
Game 9-Father Duenas 61, JFK 31 
Game 10-Okkodo 53, Southern 35 
Game 11-Kubasaki 54, Kinnick 50 
Game 12-Faith 60, CAJ 45 
Game 13-Yokota 58, ASIJ 52 
Game 14-St. Mary’s 37, Guam 30 
Game 15-Simon Sanchez 35, Zama 22 
Game 16-Seoul 63, Kadena 39 
Game 17-Guam 56, Father Duenas 50 
Game 18-Kadena 54, Okkodo 39 
Game 19-ASIJ 56, Kubasaki 28 
Game 20-Faith 50, Zama 32 
Friday’s games 
Game 21-JFK vs. Zama, 9 a.m. 

Game 22-Kinnick vs. Okkodo, 9 a.m. 
Game 23-Southern vs. Kubasaki, 10:30 
a.m. 

Game 24-CAJ vs. Father Duenas, 10:30 
a.m. 

Game 25-G21 loser vs. G22 loser, noon 
Game 26-G23 loser vs. G24 loser, 1:30 
p.m. 

Game 27-G21 winner vs. G22 winner, 
noon 

Game 28-G23 winner vs. G24 winner, 
1:30 p.m. 

Game 29-Guam vs. Kadena, 3 p.m. 
Game 30-ASIJ vs. Faith, 4:30 p.m. 

Game 31-Yokota vs. Simon Sanchez, 6 
p.m. 

Game 32-St. Mary’s vs. Seoul, 7:30 
p.m. 

Saturday’s games 

Game 33-G25 loser vs. G26 loser, 9 
a.m., 15th place 

Game 34-G25 winner vs. G26 winner, 
10:30 a.m., 13th place 

Game 35-G27 loser vs. G28 loser, noon, 
11th place 

Game 36-G27 winner vs. G28 winner, 
1:30 p.m., ninth place 

Game 37-G29 loser vs. G30 loser, 3 
p.m., seventh place 

Game 38-G29 winner vs. G30 winner, 
4:30 p.m., fifth place 

Game 39-G31 loser vs. G32 loser, 6 
p.m., third place 

Game 40-G31 winner vs. G32 winner, 
7:30 p.m., championship 

Thursday’s summaries 
Father Duenas 61, JFK 31 
FD 15 14 16 16-61 

JFK 12 5 8 6-31 

Scoring-FD, Ashton Wong 10, Stephen 
Gatewood 10; JFK, Sherwyn Oyardo 8. 

Okkodo 53, Southern 35 
Okkodo 15 15 12 11-53 

Southern 6 9 8 12-35 

Scoring-Okkodo, Clavius Fareway 15, 
Mark Atalig 11, Neil Apilado 10; Southern, 
Dillon Dela Paz 10. 

Kubasaki 54, Kinnick 50 
Kubasaki 11 8 15 20-54 

Kinnick 10 13 12 15-50 

Scoring- Kubasaki, Kentrell Key 13; 


Kinnick, Josh Adair 11, Devin Lewis 11. 

Faith 60, CAJ 45 

Faith 8 14 16 22-60 

CAJ 12 13 9 11-45 

Scoring-Faith, Moriah Gingerich 17, 
Keio Lewis 16; CAJ, Justin Barber 8, Sung 
Hyun Kim 8. 

Yokota 58, ASIJ 52 

ASIJ 18 12 12 10-52 

Yokota 12 13 11 22-58 

Scoring-Yokota, Tajh Kirby 26, DeEric 
Harvin 15; ASIJ, Seaun Eddy 26, Patrick 
Ward 11. 

St. Mary’s 37, Guam 30 
St. Mary’s 13 7 4 13-37 

Guam High 9 8 11 2-30 

Scoring-St. Mary’s, Toni Taniguchi 12, 
Amritpal Warraich 10; Guam High, Der- 
rell Brunner 7. 

Simon Sanchez 35, Zama 22 
Zama 3 11 5 3-22 

SSHS 8 7 2 18-35 

Scoring-SSHS, Dan Tubalot 10; Zama, 
Desmond West 9. 

Seoul 63, Kadena 39 

SAHS 17 14 13 19-63 

Kadena 12 7 9 10-39 

Scoring-SAHS, Willie Brown 13, RaiDi- 
on Fails 13, Johnnie Hickson 11; Kadena, 
Jordan Ray 14. 

Guam 56, Father Duenas 50 
Guam High 16 12 17 11-56 

FD 16 15 7 12-50 

Scoring-Guam High, James White 18, 
Derrell Brunner 13; FD, Dominic Sablan 
20, Ashton Wong 13. 

ASIJ 56, Kubasaki 28 

ASIJ 21 12 11 12-56 

Kubasaki 2 2 10 14-28 

Scoring-ASIJ, Seaun Eddy 16, Patrick 
Ward 12; Kubasaki, Dionte Watie 8. 

Faith 50, Zama 32 

Faith 14 14 10 12-50 

Zama 3 9 10 10-32 

Scoring-Faith, Moriah Gingerich 16, 
Keio Lewis 13; Zama, Mike Jorgenson 6. 

Kadena 54, Okkodo 39 
Okkodo 14 11 6 8-39 

Kadena 14 17 11 12-54 

Scoring-Kadena, Taiyo Robertson 18, 
LJ. Hubbard 12; Okkodo, Kurt Carter 12. 

Girls Class AA 

At Yano Fitness & Sports Center, Camp Zama, 
and Ranger Fitness & Sports Center, 
Naval Air Facility Atsugi, Japan 
Single-elimination playoffs 
Wednesday’s games 
Game 1-Faith Academy, Philippines, 
55, vs. Simon Sanchez, Guam, 16 

Game 2-George Washington, Guam, 
57, Academy of Our Lady of Guam 27 
Game 3-Nile C. Kinnick, Japan, 60, Yo¬ 
kota, Japan, 32 

Game 4-Notre Dame, Guam, 45, South¬ 
ern, Guam, 39 

Game 5-Kadena, Okinawa, 48, Chris¬ 
tian Academy In Japan 11 

Game 6-American School In Japan 38, 
Zama American, Japan, 25 

Game 7-Kubasaki, Okinawa, 40, John F. 
Kennedy, Guam, 39 

Game 8-Seoul American 58, Guam 
High 32 

Thursday’s games 
Game 9-AOLG 36, Simon Sanchez 35 
Game 10-Yokota 54, Southern 40 
Game 11-Zama 49, CAJ 33 
Game 12-Guam 40, JFK 35 
Game 13-Faith 58, GW 31 
Game 14-Notre Dame 56, Kinnick 30 
Game 15-Kadena 48, ASIJ 19 
Game 16-Seoul 63, Kubasaki 33 
Game 17-AOLG 43, ASIJ 33 
Game 18-Yokota 55, Kubasaki 39 
Game 19-Kinnick 42, Zama 35 
Game 20-GW 52, Guam 38 
Friday’s games 

Game 21-Simon Sanchez vs. Guam, 
10:30 a.m. 

Game 22-Southern vs. Zama, 10:30 
a.m. 

Game 23-CAJ vs. Yokota, 9 a.m. 

Game 24-JFK vs. ASIJ, 9 a.m. 


Game 25-G21 winner vs. G22 winner, 
1:30 p.m. 

Game 26-G23 winner vs. G24 winner, 
noon 

Game 27-AOLG vs. Yokota, noon 

Game 28-Kinnick vs. GW, 1:30 p.m. 

Game 29-Faith vs. Notre Dame, 4:30 
p.m. 

Game 30-Kadena vs. Seoul, 6 p.m. 

Saturday’s games 

Game 31-G21 loser vs. G24 loser, 9 
a.m. 

Game 32-G22 loser vs. G23 loser, 9 


Game 33-G25 loser vs. G26 loser, 10:30 
a.m., 11th place 

Game 34-G25 winner vs. G26 winner, 
10:30 a.m., ninth place 

Game 35-G27 loser vs. G28 loser, noon, 
seventh place 

Game 36-G27 winner vs. G28 winner, 
noon, fifth place 

Game 37-G29 loser vs. G30 loser, 3 
p.m., third place 

Game 38-G29 winner vs. G30 winner, 
4:30 p.m., championship 

Thursday’s summaries 
AOLG 36, Simon Sanchez 35 
AOLG 7 15 8 6-36 

SSHS 268 19-35 

Scoring-AOLG, Brianna Benito 13, Elyse 
Bais 11; SSHS, Angeline Deguzman 9. 

Yokota 54, Southern 40 
Yokota 15 8 18 13-54 

Southern 4 6 12 18-40 

Scoring-Yokota, Desiree Kirkwood 19, 
Erika Ettl 14; Southern, Marlene Meno 
12 . 

Zama 49, CAJ 33 

Zama 9 16 13 11-49 

CAJ 10 5 12 6-33 

Scoring-Zama, Katie Scully 19, Crystal 
Valentine 16; CAJ, Annika Taylor 13, Erika 
Mine 11. 

Guam 40, JFK 35 

Guam High 3 12 11 14-40 

JFK 6 3 15 11-35 

Scoring-Guam High, Bashira Daniels 
17; JFK, Catherine Aquinde 12. 

Faith 58, GW 31 

Faith 21 12 13 7-53 

GW 5 7 9 10-31 


Scoring-Faith, Janel Long 13; GW, Jo- 
neal Cruz 11. 

Notre Dame 56, Kinnick 30 
ND 14 19 14 9-56 

Kinnick 4 6 10 10-30 

Scoring-ND, Joni Tedpahogo 12, Toni 
Tedpahogo 12, Simone Winter 12; Kinn¬ 
ick, Shannon Jackson 7. 

Kadena 48, ASIJ 19 

ASIJ 2 10 2 5-19 

Kadena 19 6 13 10-48 

Scoring-Kadena, Javinia Riddick 11; 
ASIJ, Iris Ryu 4. 

Seoul 63, Kubasaki 33 
SAHS 14 13 21 15-63 

Kubasaki 12 9 7 5-33 

Scoring-SAHS, Diamond Person 20; 
Kubasaki, Gabby Falco 14. 

AOLG 43, ASIJ 33 

AOLG 11 2 10 20-43 

ASIJ 5 8 9 11-33 


Scoring-AOLG, Elyse Bais 14; ASIJ, 
Gwen Thornton 23. 

Yokota 55, Kubasaki 39 
Yokota 7 16 18 14-55 

Kubasaki 8 4 10 17-39 

Scoring-Yokota, Erika Ettl 16; Kuba¬ 
saki, Gabby Falco 13. 

Kinnick 42, Zama 35 

Kinnick 13 10 11 8-42 

Zama 8 4 15 8-35 

Scoring-Kinnick, Deana Hardison 16, 
Shannon Jackson 10; Zama, Katie Scully 
14. 

GW 52, Guam 38 

GW 10 14 20 8-52 

Guam High 4 9 11 14-38 

Scoring-GW, Joneal Cruz 10, Gianna 
Sarusal 10; Guam High, Ashley Cosey 11, 
Bashira Daniels 10. 
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Pavano ready to make fresh start 

Indians pitcher eager to put his Yankee years behind him 


Paul Connors/AP 

Cleveland Indians pitcher Carl Pavano prepares to field a ball during a workout Saturday in Goodyear, Ariz. He signed a four-year, $40 mil¬ 
lion contract with the New York Yankees in 2004 but was a disappointment as injuries limited him to only 26 starts since 2005. His inactiv¬ 
ity led Yankees teammates to question his dedication and the New York media to dub him “American Idle/ 


Ken Griffey Jr. returning to Mariners, Page 33 


no fun,” he said. “I just kept my 


By Tom Withers 

The Associated Press 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. — Carl Pa¬ 
vano left the Cleveland Indians’ 
training complex a few days ago 
wearing a black Rolling Stones’ 
T-shirt with the iconic protrud¬ 
ing-tongue logo on the front. 

No, it wasn’t a message direct¬ 
ed at the Yankees or New York’s 
media. 

But Pavano, a monumental free- 
agent bust in New York where he 
spent most of four years on the 
disabled list, being disparaged 
by teammates who questioned 
his heart and work ethic and ridi¬ 
culed in the tabloids, is glad to be 
out of pinstripes that at times felt 
like striped prison garb. 

He’s been reborn with the 
Indians. 

“It’s a new start,” he said 
Wednesday. 

Pavano signed a one-year, $1.5 
million deal with Cleveland in 
January, and although the 33- 
year-old with a history of elbow 
problems has made only 26 starts 
since 2005, he was immediately 
penciled in as the Indians’ No. 
3 starter behind AL Cy Young 
winner Cliff Lee and Fausto Car¬ 
mona. Not bad for a guy dubbed 
“American Idle” in New York for 
his inability to stay healthy or live 
up to enormous expectations at¬ 
tached to a four-year, $40 million 
contract. 

He has spent the past few weeks 
getting to know new teammates 
and refreshing connections with 
Lee, Kerry Wood, Rafael Betan¬ 
court, Jake Westbrook and Indi¬ 
ans manager Eric Wedge, whom 
he first met when he was a 19- 
year-old prospect in the Boston 
Red Sox organization. 

“It’s nice to have some familiar 
faces, and one of them being the 
manager always helps,” Pavano 
said during a quick change in the 
clubhouse before heading to the 
weight room. “It’s nice, and it’s 
welcomed.” 

Signed by the Yankees after 
winning 18 games for the Florida 
Marlins in 2004, Pavano had his 
first season in New York cut short 
after 17 games because of shoul¬ 
der tendinitis. In 2006, he missed 
training camp with a bad back, 
began the season on the DL with 
more shoulder trouble and then 
had elbow surgery. 

During rehab, he broke two 
ribs in a car accident and hid the 
injury from the Yankees. 

He started on Opening Day 


for New York in 2007, but made 
only one more appearance be¬ 
fore being sidelined with forearm 
tightness and eventually under¬ 
went reconstructive elbow sur¬ 
gery. He missed New York’s first 
128 games last season but made 
seven starts after Aug. 23. 

The strong finish wasn’t enough 
to satisfy the Yankees, who re¬ 
leased Pavano in November. 

“I failed miserably for four 
years on a big stage, which was 


mouth shut and kept plugging 
away. I took a lot of abuse, which 
I’m happy is all in the past.” 

Pavano thought his final chap¬ 
ter as a Yankee was closed. 

But in his new best seller, “The 
Yankee Years,” former New York 
and current Los Angeles Dodgers 
manager Joe Torre threw some 
literary high heat at Pavano, an 
All-Star in 2004. Torre claimed 
that “the [Yankees] players 


hated” Pavano and questioned 
the right-hander’s commitment 
and willingness to pitch through 
pain. 

In the book, co-authored by 
Sports Illustrated’s Tom Verduc- 
ci, Yankees bullpen catcher Mike 
Borzello is quoted as saying: 
“Guys on the team despised him 
[Pavano]. One day Jeet [Derek 
Jeter] walked by him and said, 
‘Hey, Pav. You ever going to play? 
Ever?’ Wow. That was a damaging 


comment coming from Jeter.” 

Pavano is aware of Torre’s re¬ 
marks but isn’t taking them to 
heart. 

“It’s tough when the person 
doesn’t say them to your face, 
but who knows how they’re being 
interpreted?” he said. “Every¬ 
thing in the media is embellished 
to make it better or worse than 
sometimes it really is. So unless a 
person says it to my face, I really 
don’t put too much thought into it. 
I don’t like hearing those things, 
but it’s part of the game. 

SEE START ON PAGE 33 
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